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AviNQ undertaken to publish this volume in a 
Treated state^ it seems proper that the Editor 
ould assign his reasons for it to the public. He 
s for very many years considered this hook as 
1 exceedingly rich treasure to the ChurchofGod. 
9 distinguishing excellency iSy that far the 
eater part of the prayers appear to ha/ve been 
ijecL and not written. There is a spirit of hu- 
iiation in them^ which is admirably suited to ex^ 
ess the sentiments and feelings of a contrive 
art. There is also a fervour of devotion in 
5m, which can scarcely fail of kindling a cor- 
^ponding flame in the breasts of those who use 
?m. But it is needless to pronounce an eulogy 
a hooky the value of which has been already 
imped by the sale of many myriads. There are 
wever faults in it, which exceedingly need cor- 
ction. The sentences are too long ; the sense 
often perplexed : and the antitheses are so nu- 
jrouSy as to be very ill suited to modem taste, 
\ese things the Editor has endeavoured to cor- 
^ ; yet not in such a manner as to gvoe a neim 
fie and character to the book. It seems r^l^t^ 
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that the Author should appear in his native dress ^ 
0fecept where the edification of the public render- 
ed a change necessary. To some^ it is probable^ 
the Editor will appear to have altered too nvuch^ 
and to others too little : hutj on whatever side he 
may have erred, it has not been for want of care 
and endeavour to do right. 

In the new arrangement of the Prayers, the 
fheility of finding any particular subject will, it is 
presumed, be greatly increased. 

To have made the Soliloquy on the Creed at all 
congenial with his wishes, the Editor must have 
altered almost the whole of it. He has therefore 
contented himself with making only such altera- 
tions as were absolutely necessary ; and he would 
have omitted it altogether ^ had he not been afraid, 
that some few might have regretted the loss of it. 

As to the sentiments contained in this book, no 
alteration whatever was wanted; nor has any 
been made, except in one single word, which, if 
particularly noticed by a Caviller, might possibly 
have administered to strife. 

To the best of hks power, the Editor has con- 
sulted the benefit of the Church of Christ : and, 
if this volume be found in future better adapted 
to their use in the family and the closet, he shall 
consider hi$ labour as very richly compensated, " 



TO 

THE RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 

JOHN, 

LORD BISHOP OP CHICHESTER. 

My Lord^ 

I WAITED with some impatience to see that de- 
sign accomphshed hj your accm'ate pen, which is 
here attempted now by my weak hand. Ever since 
you were pleased to acquaint me with your inten- 
tion to publish something of this nature, it raised 
my expectation of your obliging the world with 
your printed Praters, as you have done with many 
of your learned and seasonable Sermons : but after 
you had let me know the reason of holding your 
hand, the same might have stopped mine too, and 
I should have desisted, had the good Doctor who 
prevented you, or any of those worthy Authors 
that thus bestowed their pains, descended to such 
particulars, as I thought fit for the \XBe oi ^o^^ 

whom I desire to serve. 

A3 



VI DEDICATION. 

But now that I am engaged, My Lord, your fa- 
vour showed to the well-meant performance here, 
has given me the boldness of this Dedication. And 
the advancement of such persons to high dignity 
in our Church, as are known so well to deserve it, 
encourages me also to hope, that the gracious GOD 
hath yet a greater blessing for us than our own de- 
merits give us reason to expect. 

I beg your fatherly benediction upon me, and my 
poor endeavours, who am, 

• My Lord, 

Your obliged Kinsman, 

In all humble Observance, 

BEN. JENKS. 
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To myJ^eighboura and Acquaintance ypa/rticularly 
those in the Parishes committed to my care. 

Mt dsab Friends, 

It is especially for your sokes, and primarily for 
your service, that I publish ^^Mantialoi Prayers, 
fitted to the capacities of your mind, to the neces- 
sities of your soids, and to the several conditions 
and occasions of your lives. Notwithstanding all 
the books of devotion already extant (many of 
which are very useful and excellent in their kinds, 
and such as 1 should recommend to you without 
offering any other, did those with which I am best 
satisfied, reach as far as I have designed here to go, 
and did not I think the strain of some too high for 
many of you, and the words and expressions of 
others that I have seen in your hands, too low and 
fiat, or too obsolete and improper, and which will 
rather offend, than edify such as have their senses 
better exercised in these matters) I have come to 
the resolution of adding my contribution to the 
common stock ; yet not taking upon me so to cor- 
rect or censure them that have gone before me, as 
to discourage any from making use of those helps 
which they find agreeable to their case, and effica- 
cious to quicken their devotion ; but leaving every 
one to consult their own sense and profit and com- 
fort, in choosing and taking what best likes their 
particular ^ust, and what most fdrth^ia Wvevx -^ycwl^ 
designs ; and to make what alteYaliows ^^o 'Ctiai 
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please, even in the ensuing offices, for their own 
service, if they shall think fit to use them at all. 

Nor have I such a conceit of any thing that is my 
own, as to suppose it free from the weakness and 
defects which I can espy elsewhere ; I doubt not 
but others may find as many faults here : nay, I 
cannot think any thing of this nature to be so com- 
plete, but that the author himself (in tract of time) 
may see reason to add or subtract, to alter or amend 
many particulars : indeed I shall as soon expect to 
see a shoe made to fit ewery foot, as a particular 
form of prayer, exactly to suit all the circum- 
stances of every soul, 

I cannot undertake that the following prayers 
should answer all the occasions which any one may 
ever find ^ox prayer : but they that have the spirit 
of supplication can tell how to fill up what is want- 
ing ; and such as I help in most cases, may help 
themselves in the rest. I am rather apt to think, 
that so many as are here set down, will be censured 
for more than needM ; but (it being easy to pare 
oflF) the censors may let alone what they count super- 
fluous, leaving it to those that will not disdain its 
assistance : and I had rather be under an imputa- 
tion from some of my neighbours, for bus3dng my- 
self more than I have need, in a work that might 
have been spared, than bear the recoilings of my 
own mind, for neglecting to impart any thing that 
I thought might be of use and service to the rest. 

If any judge that I might better have left this be- 
hind me, not to be seen till I should myself have 
been no more seen, I was once of the same mind ; 
and had so continued, but that I could not be sure, 
that many for whom I designed it, might not be ta- 
Aej2 ip^before me ; whereby this piece oi friendship 
^AjcA I had fbr them, would have \)eeii \os\. \.q 
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m : and now that I do undertake the thing which 
iahle to many reflections (whoever be the man- 
r) ever^ one thinking he nas a title to judge of 
t, wherein every one is equally concerned ; and 
t judgement passing acccording to the different 
iciples and sentiments, and the particidar genius 
. humour of each, it is not possible here to please 
ry one: but however I shall not fail of my 
[gn, if I can be so happy as to profit some. 
1 if so be I take any way peculiar to myself, I 
U only allege that it is but the same hberty as 
rt writers of this subject have taken. Though I 
tend not to set myself on a level with the noted 
les of other's devotion, that with good success 
general approbation have laboured herein ; yet 
in our Lord has only enjoined the thing to 
done, without settling the manner of perform- 
e, even an ordinary man that is but conversant 
Jiese matters, has room humbly to propose his 
i experience, as long as he assumes not magis- 
illy to impose it upon his readers ; which in this 
tent undertaking, the Judge of all thoughts 
ws to be far &om mine. 

name no morning and evening prayers iox par- 
lar persons : because here are so many occa- 
lal prayers, whereof every one may tsOke his 
ice from time to time, iox priinate use, accord- 
to particular exigences : and besides, those for 
\Uies may as fitly serve for the closet ^ changing 
the plural number into the singular. I have 
directed to conclude the evening devotions with 
Lord^s Prayer; not because I count it im- 
per at that time to be used, but because I think 
bave still a liberty of adding or ou^VXmg^iX. \ «cA. 
•efore I have pointed to it fox one "^wrt. oi ^5aft 
and left it out in the other ; but t\vft^ V5a3aX. «t<& 
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for it, as an appendage to all the prayers used in 
their houses, may make it so, if they please, not- 
withstanding that I shut up some of the family 
prayers without it. I make no distinction of ordi- 
nary days ; for I understand not why the prayer 
that serves for Monday or Tuesday ^ should not be 
as good and proper for any other day of the week : 
yet I have offered some variety, that you may take 
sometimes one form, and sometimes another ; or 
some part of ihisform and some of that, as you see 
occasion, and shall judge most pertinent. But I 
make a great difference of the qzcalities of persons, 
and states of the soul, and scenes of the life, ac- 
cording to which I have distributed and suited the 
^ces here proposed. And though it be not need- 
mi to adapt a prayer to every man's particular em- 
ployment in the world, yet no man (whatever be his 
place and calling) but may find many prayers here 
fitted to the condition of his soul, and to the great 
emergencies of his life. Only I would caution any 
who may need to be so advertised, that I do not in- 
tend the particular prayers entitled for such and 
such persons of particular ranks and stations, as 
their excuse to supersede all prajdng else, as if 
such persons needed to use no other prayers ; but 
those, over and above, they may sometimes add to 
the rest ; and so prudently choosing agreeable of- 
fices, and taking this my whole performance with a 
little of christian candour, and the allowance for 
conunon weakness, I am willing to hope it may not 
be unacceptable to those in my neighbourhood 
(for whom I am chiefly concerned) as coming firom 
one of your own acquaintance (my brethren) and 
one not so utterly unacquainted with the practice 
and the benefit of such exercises of devotion, but 
iAat I am able to my somewhat from my own expe- 
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rience (and that of many years) in this way. How- 
ever small (I must confess) is my proficiency, to 
what it might have been, yet the several stages my 
soul has gone through, the trials and temptations 
that I have had, the terrors and perplexities where- 
with I have grappled, the conflicts and troubles of 
mind that I nave laid under, the many sins that I 
have &llen into, (grievous to myself, and heinous 
in the sight of God, though not so scandalous as 
some others, to the view of the world ;) and the 
escapes that I have made, the preservations and de- 
Uverances, the mercies and blessings, the revivings 
and comforts, that I have found ; are so many en- 
ticements to me, and so many engagements upon 
me, to do somewhat, according to the ability which 
God hath given me, for the direction, the support, 
and help of others, that may be in the Uke condi- 
tion. And may the thing here done be but well ta- 
ken hy any that fear God (the generation of them 
that seek his face, and are in love with prayer) I 
shall then little concern myself, what is the resent- 
ment or censure of any one else ; whether it be the 
worldly drudge, the sordid earth-worm^ that throws 
prayers out of doors, as his interruption and hin- 
derance ; or the dissolute epicure, mat takes plea- 
sure in nothing but his mire, and shrinks from draw- 
ing nigh to the holy God, as his hated task and 
torment; or the profane droll, that even laughs 
his Jtidge eternal in the face, and mightily ap- 
plauds mmself for daring to make a scorn of all that 
IS serious and sacred ; or the trifling impertinent, 
that is for all manner of exercises, but only those 
of religion ; or lastly, the formal hypocrite, that 
only now and then passes a slight complim.eiit otl 
the McQesty of heaven, but still mottaW^ Yva\.^a \^cv^ 
l^e «Ddj?of&er of godliness: the sense axi^ ^^ 
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satii/aetion of one pious experienced christiaB, that 
has known ihe grace of God in truth, is more to 
me, than the exceptions and the clamours of a thou- 
sand such as these. 

If this piece fly further abroad than my first in- 
tention ; and if others, that know nothing of what 
coiicems me, may pick out any thing here to ^- 
ther them in the way of heaven- ward, I shall have the 
more cause then to bless God, for making me such 
an instrument of his grace. Yea, where I can but 
do the least good to any poor soul, I shall not think 
my labour in vain in the Lord. But my great care 
is for the souls of whom I have the charge : and for 
the rest of my friends and neighbours within my 
reach, whom I have (you know) so much and often 
importuned and called upon, to give themselves to 
prayer, both in your families, and in your retire^ 
ments every day. Not barely to read, or say over 
so many words of prayer (as if it would presentiy 
make aU whole and weU, only to use such or such 
a form as you think pertinent to your case, as a 
planter fit for the sore) but to do with di, praying 
hearty with a mind intent upon the work, and your 
spirits engaged in his service. The reasons for 
which, ana the necessity of it, with the lawfulness 

Liberty of Prayer ^^^ expediency of usiug/o^ww (espe- 
•Bserted, &c. cially whcre other abilities are want- 
ing) I shall not insist upon here ; because I have 
done it already elsewhere. 

Indeed what some talk so much against dXL forms 
of prayer, I think, is as little to be regarded, as 
what others do so bitterly inveigh against 9!l\ prefer 
that is out oiform : but in this matter I cannot but 
Bishop witten- much approvc the temper of an emiv 
tb?* SSrtj *Sd iient Churchman, (afterwards made 
'fdMon, . Qjj^Q Qf Qj^ Bight Reverend Bishops) 
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bo in bis method and order for private devotion^ 
lUS freely and moderately gives his sense. 
Page 62. " Whether every particular expression 
• the just words be fore-thoughty it happily mat- 
rs not very much : but that some fit, significant, 
•oper, and quickening expressions for the several 
irts and si^stantials of my prayer be p^epared^ 
is expedient." — ^P. 81. "I profess myself no whit 
lilty of undervaluing the free effmiona of the Boul 
jfore God (in private especially) in such expres- 
ons as' the affected moved mind suggests ; or, as 
le spirit gives utterance." — ^P. 284. " If I am 
)le to pray otherwise I shall not haply always see 
fit or convenient to use set or composed forms ; 
T that there be many particular affecting circum- 
ances in my sins, wnich no form will express so 
lainly as I have need to express them, for the 
LOving of my sorrow, ^^ — ^P. 285. " If I find my 
sart ready, and so composed, that I dare venture 
pon what we call a conceifoed prayer ^ it being of 
J own invention by the assistance of the Spirit ^ 
lay more perfectly suit my condition in ally than 
le framea by another to my hand." — ^P. 81, 82. 
hou^h constantly to use that way, may make our 
^cotton more slight and disorderly j through the 
>ldnes8, dullness, or heedlessness of our hearty or 
trough distractions, incumbrances, or like mis* 
liefs : and it may often occasion the omission of 
any necessary things, through incogitancy, and 
aavoidable forgetfiilness." — P. 8. " But whether 
le words in which we utter ourselves, be fore^ 
^/>7ight or suddeny provided they fitly and reverent- 
express the inward sense of our heartSy it mat- 
rs not, nor is it at all essential to prayer." — ?.^V. 
Be the words whose they will, my pratimg \X\««^ 
hat is, offering them up to God^ vn\\\ «l "Keari 

B 
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should be found agreeable and useful to others, 
they are at liberty to collect and take what they 
will, and pass over the rest. For (as the celebrated 
Dr, Hammond tells us) [Pract, Cat, book 3. sect. 
2. answ. 5.] " The Church being obeyed in the 
observation of the prescribed Liturgy y in public ; 
it is not supposed oy our Churchy but that every 
one in private, may ask his own wants, in what 
form of words he shall think fit : yet, that he may 
do it fitly and reverently, it will not be amiss for 
him to acquaint himself with the several addresses 
to God, which the Book of Psalms, and other parts 
of Holy Writ, and other Helps of Devotion, will 
afford lum, either to use, as he finds them fit for the 
present purpose, or by those patterns, to direct and 
prepare himself to do the like." 

Now may this poor attempt of mine be an invita- 
tion to some of my pious aud learned brethren in 
the Ministry, to set out some better entertainment 
for their pecple : and I shall be abundantly satisfied 
and pleased, to see the thing promoted, and -still 
fiirther improved; though my whole performance 
should be vacate and excluded, to make room for 
others deserving the precedence. In the mean 
time, may a blessing from above follow these small 
endeavours of mine, and make them prosperous (in 
any measure) to help your devotion : wid that you 
may in the use of any prayers here set before you 
find some advantage to your souls, and the daily 
promotion of your sanctification, peace, and salva- 
tion, is the earnest desire and prayer of 

Your devoted Servant in the 

Work of our Lord, 

B.J. 
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FIRST MORNING PRATER FOR A FAMILY. 

Lord, thou God of our salvation Thou art the 
)e of all the ends of the earth ; upon thee the 
!8 of all do wait ; for thou givest unto all life, 
I breath, and all things. In thee we ever live 
I move, and are ; and upon thee we continually 
>end for all the good that we either have, or hope 
Still thou watchest over us for good, and ta- 
tt care of us in our sleep, when we are incapable 
caring for ourselves : daily thou renewest to us 
' tender mercies : every morning affords us fresh 
lasions for praise and thanksgiving : and thou 
\t assured us by thy word, that, if we commit 
r affairs to thee, and acknowledge thee in all our 
fs, thou wilt estabUsh our thoughts, and direct 
• path. We desire therefore, Lord, still to put 
Belves imder thy gracious conduct, and thy fa- 
rly protection: and we beg the guidance, and 
ssing, and assistance of thy good Spirit, to choose 
' inheritance for us ; and to dispose of us and of 
that concerns us, to the glory of tliy naraa. 



2 FIRST MORNING PRAYER 

O Lord, withdraw not thy tender mercies from 
us ; take not away the comforts of thy presence, or 
the assistance of thy Spirit on account of our mani- 
fold abuses of thy grace and goodness. Never 
punish our past sins, by giving us over to the love 
and power of our sins ; but give us truly penitent 
hearts, and grant us thy merciM discharge from all 
the guilt that lies upon us. And grant us, O good 
God, the comfortable sense of thine acceptance of 
us in the Son of thy love, that our souls may bless 
thee, and all that is within us may praise thy holy 
name.. ' 

And O that we may find the joy of the Lord to 
be our strength ; that we may be strengthened by 
it against all our sins ; especially the sins to which 
we are most addicted, and whereof we are most in 
danger : make us also more ready to every good 
work, and better disposed for all the duties which 
we owe to Thee, our neighbour, and ourselves ; that 
herein we may exercise ourselves to have always a 
conscience void of offence, towards God, and towards 
men. O help us to walk circumspectly, not as 
fools, but as wise ; carefully redeeming the time that 
we have lost, and conscientiously improving all 
those seasons of grace, which thou art pleased to 
put into our hands. / And while we are upon earth, 
O give us all things needfrd and convenient for our 
present pilgrimage : sanctify to us all our enjoy- 
ments, and all our occupations in the world: let 
our crosses also, and our comforts, and all events 
that now befall us be improved to thy glory : till, 
through the merits of thy Son, and the multitude 
of thy mercies, we are conducted safely to be ever 
with the Lord. Amidst all other affairs in this 
world. Diet us never forget or neglect the one thing 
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needful ; but may it be our principal care so to de- 
mean ourselves every day, that we may give up our 
account with joy in the great day of thine appearing. 

O gracious Father ! Keep us, we beseech thee, 
this day in thy fear and favour ; and help us to live 
to thine honour and glory. If thou guide us not, 
we shall run into errors ; if thou preserve us not, 
we shall fall into dangers : O let thy good Provi- 
dence be our defence and security : and let thy 
Holy Spirit be our guide and counsellor in all our 
ways. And grant that we may do those things 
wmch are agreeable to thy will and acceptable in 
thy sight, through Jesus Christ : in whose sacred 
name and words, we close our imperfect petitions. 
Our Father, Sfc, 

Let thy grace, Lord Jesus Christ, thy love, O 
heavenly Father, thy comfortable fellowship, O holy 
blessed Spirit, be with us, and with all the Israel of 
Gody this day, and for evermore. Amen, 



A SECOND MORNING PRAYER FOR A FAMILY. 

Lord, thou art the God, whose we are, and whom 
we ought to serve, with all the abilities wherewith 
thou hast bletoed us. We are bound by all the 
obligations of thy laws, and by all the endearments 
of thy love to be faithful in the covenant of our 
God, and to abound in the work of the Lord. But 
we desire to humble ourselves before thee, that omr 
lives have been so unserviceable to thee, and so full 
of provocation against thee : that the dishonour 
which we have done thee, O Lord, has ao fex «Tt- 
ce^led all our services : that we liave Axve^ \.Q wi^t- 



4 SECOND MORNING PRAYER 

selves, rather than to thee ; and have served our 
own lusts and pleasures, more than thy holy blessed 
will. O how have we disbelieved thy truths, dis- 
obeyed thy commands, disregarded thy promises 
and threats ! how have we resisted and defeated all 
the gracious methods, which thou hast used to re- 
claim us from our evil ways, and to bring us over to 
thyself. 

We have sinned against thee our God, and done 
infinite wrong and damage to our own souls : by our 
sins we have spoiled and destroyed ourselves : but 
it is not in us, Lord, to recover and save our- 
selves : in thee, O heavenly Father, in thee alone, 
is all our help. Yea, thou hast laid help upon One 
that is mighty, and that is able to save to the utter- 
most all uiat come to Thee through him : through 
him thou hast encouraged us to come boldly to the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in every time of need. In him, there- 
fore, we beg, Lord, that thou wilt be reconciled to 
us, and make thyself known to us as a Father of 
mercies, and a God of all consolation. 

For his sake enable us also (we beseech thee) to 
demean ourselves as becomes the children of God, 
and the members and followers of Christ. O put 
such principles of grace and holiness into our 
hearts, as may make us to hate all iniquity, and to 
abhor every fidse way. Put thy Spirit within us, 
causing us to walk in thy statutes, and to keep thy 
judgements, and to do them. Do not merely lay 
thy commands upon us ; but be pleased, O Lord, to 
enable us for the performEince of them. And so 
quicken us by thy grace, that we may make it our 
meat and drink to do thy will ; and may run the way 
cSiihy commandments with enlarged hearts. O make 
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services aeceptahle to thee while we live ; anc 

souls ready ibr thee when we die. And as lona 

ve are in this world, keep us, O Lord our God, 

n the evil of it, and from the snares and dan- 

s to which thou knowest we are continually ex- 

ed. O make our passage safe through all the 

nges, troubles, and temptations of this mortal 

, and bring us finally to the imchangeable glo- 

t and felicities of the eternal world. 

3e merciful to us, good Lord, and bless us, and 

P us this day, in all our ways. Let us take 

hing in hand, which is not wairanted by thy 

rd. O let us be in the fear of the Lord all the 

' long : let thy fear be ever before our eyes, to 

train us fix)m the things which are displeasing to 

e, and destructive to our own souls. And let 

love abound in our hearts, and sweetly and 

'erfully constrain us to perform whatever is ac- 

able in thy sight, through Him that hath loved 

redeemed us, even the Lord our righteousness : 

hose blessed name and words we continue pray- 

Our Father J Sfc. 

e blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and 
Ghost, be with us, and with all that belong to 
is day and for evermore. Amen. 



A THIBD MORNING PRAT£B. 



D God, merciful and gracious, long-8u£fering, 

mdant in goodness and truth ! thou keepest 

for thousands ; thou pardonest iniquity, 

ssion and sin ; thou retainest not thine an- 

ever, because thou delighteftl m xnet^* 

cellent is thy loving-kii\.daei&%<) ^ ^^\ 



6 THIRD MORNING PRAYER 

therefore do the sons of men put their trust under 
the shadow of thy wings : and therefore do we de- 
sire still to look up to that bountiful hand of thine, 
from whence we have received all our good things. 
O Lord our God ! be thou pleased to look down 
merciMly upon us, and be gracious and favourable 
to us, as thou usest to be unto those that love thy 
name : O look not upon the sin of our nature, nor 
the sins of our hearts and lives, which are more 
than we can remember, and greater than we can ex- 
press : behold, we are vile ; we are exceedingly 
guilty ; we acknowledge that it is of thy mercies we 
are not consumed, even because thy compassions 
fail not. But look upon us in mercy, through the 
merits and mediation of thy Son our Saviour ; pity 
us for his sake who did no sin, and was manifested 
to take away our sins ; by him let us have access to 
thy majesty, and for his sake bestow upon us the 
blessings which we so greatly need. Thou hast 
treasured up in Him an infinite fulness of all that 
we can ever want or wish : O that we may all re- 
ceive out of his Mness grace sufficient for us ! Let 
us receive from him those gifts which he is now 
empowered and commissioned to bestow; those 
gifts which are the pmrchase of his blood, and the 
necessary means of our salvation. Pour down 
upon us the abundance of thy grace. Accept and 
justify our persons ; renew, and sanctify our souls ; 
and so transform us into thy blessed image, that we 
may be meet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
thy saints in light. 

Teach us, Lord our God, to use this world 
without abusing it, and to enjoy the things of it, 
without suffering them to engross our affections. 
Whatever we have of the worla, let it be sancti- 
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fied to us by the word of Grod, and prayer. And 
whatsoever we want of the things of this life, O 
Lord our heavenly Father, leave us not destitute of 
those things that accompany salvation : but do thou 
adorn our souls with all the graces of thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may glorify thee in all things, and 
that our conversation may be such as becon^eth die 
gospel of Christ. 

Help us, O gracious Lord, in the whole of our 
duty to thee our Grod ; and also in the discharge of 
of all relative duties which we owe to men, whether 
superiors, equals, or inferiors : enable us to walk 
wisely towards them which are without, and kind- 
ly toward them that are within. Let us never cast 
a stumbling-block in the way of others, or cause 
thy holy name to be blasphemed through our mis- 
conduct : but let us pass the time of our sojourning 
here in fear ; that, having glorified thee on earth, 
we may be glorified by thee in the great day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. And now that thou hast re- 
ne^ved thy mercies to us this morning, help us, 
gracious God, to renew our desires and endeavours 
to serve and honour thee. O restrain us £^om the 
evils and follies into which we are prone to fall ; 
and quicken us to the offices and duties which we 
are averse to perform. And grant that we may 
think, and speak and act as becometh saints ; ever 
remembering that we are bought with the precious 
blood of Christ, and ever striving to live unto him, 
who died for us,. and rose again : to whom with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost be glory and honour 
world without end. Amen, Our Father j Sfc, 
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10 FIFTH MORNING PRAYER 

and our Saviour's abundant merits : in whose' own 
words, we beg all things needful for ourselves and 
others, at thy hands. Our Father^ Sfc. 



A FIFTH MORNINO PRAYBR. 

O Lord our God ! thy name is most excellent in all 
the earth : thou hast set up thy glory above the 
heavens, and thou art worthy to be celebrated with 
everlasting praises of men and angels : for thou 
hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are, 
and were created. Thy hands, Lord, have made 
us and fashioned us ; and thou hast breathed into 
omr nostrils the breath of life ; yea, still thou bold- 
est omr souls in life, and givest us every good thing 
that makes our lives a blessing and comfort to us. 
Thou hast formed us for thyself, that we should 
show forth thy praise, and that we should live to 
thy glory, as we do live continually upon thy bounty. 

But, O Lord our God ! we have in no respect 
elorified thee as we ought : yea, rather, how greatly 
have we dishonoured thee in Ihe whole course of 
omr lives ! Time after time have we forgotten thee, 
the gracious giver of all omr good things, who art 
never immindM of us. O how soon have we been 
weary of doins thee service who art never weary of 
doing us good ! We have not only neglected thy 
work, but have been disobedient to thy word, ana 
have walked after our own foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which might long since have drowned us in destruc- 
tion and perdition. 

For these things we desire to pour out our hearts, 
and to humble our sinful selves here before thee ; 
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and for the sake of that mercy of thine in Christ 
Jesus, which has moved thee to spare us so long, 
and to do so much for us already, we entreat thee 
to pity us : Give us repentance and pardon for all 
that is past, wherein we have offended thee ; whe- 
ther in omitting our duty, or filing in it, or doing 
contrary to it. Howsoever we have transgressed, 
O humble us duly imder the sense of it ; and, for 
thy dear Son's sake, absolve us thoroughly from the 
gtult of it. 

And strengthen us, good Lord, with might by 
thy Spirit in the inner man ; that we may be more 
watchM against temptation, and more victorious 
over our corruptions. O destroy in us every vicious 
inclination, every evil habit, every rebellious mo- 
tion, that exalts itself against the knowledge of 
God, and of Christ Jesus our Lord. And increase 
and confirm in us, still more and more, the graces 
of thy holy Spirit, especially those which thou 
knowest to be most wanting in us, and most neces- 
sary for us. Fill us with the knowledge of thy 
will, with faith in thy promises, and with the fear 
and love of thy holy name. Give us whatsoever 
shall make our lives more comfortable to ourselves, 
more profitable to others, and more honourable to 
thee omr God. And, whatever be our condition as 
to the concerns of this present time, may we still be 
found in the way of our duty, fearing God, and 
working righteousness : may we secmre our interest 
in the great Saviour of the world, that when all 
earthly help shall fail us, thou mayest take us up, 
and be the strength of our hearts, and our portion 
for ever. 

Day by day we magnify thee, O Lord, who art 
making every day a further addition to \Xi^ xasstcv^^. 



.'^■ 



12 SIXTH MORNING PRAYER 

We bless thee for our last night's preservation and 
protection, and for the rest and refreshment which 
thou hast given us therein. O cause us to hear thy 
loving-kindness in the morning, for in thee do we 
trust ; cause us to know the way wherein we shall 
go, for we lift up our souls to thee. Cast us not 
away from thy presence ; take not thy holy Spirit 
from us ; but direct all our ways to please thee our 
God, that thou mayest crown us with blessing and 
good success. Help us to see thy power, to own 
thy presence, to admire thy wisdom, and to love thy 
goodness in all thy creatures. And by all the com- 
forts of creatures, draw us still nearer to thyself, 
the blessed Creator of every comfort ; and let our 
meditations of God be sweet as well as frequent, 
that delighting ourselves in the Lord, we may ob- 
tain the desire of our hearts. Such thy mercy and 
grace we beg for ourselves, and all ours, and thine, 
every where, in our great Mediator's form of prayer, 
Our Father y 8fc, 



A SIXTH MORNING PRATER. 

We do here present ourselves this morning before 
thy glorious Majesty, most blessed Lord God, de- 
siring to pay unto thee that tribute of homage and 
service, of prayer and praise, which is so justly due. 
We desire to approach thee in such a manner, that 
thou mayest mercifully accept both us and our ser- 
vices, at the hands of Jesus Christ. In his great 
name we come to thee, at thy command, and wor- 
ship at thy footstool : in his name we implore thy 
pardon ; we entreat thee to give us an increase of 
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thy grace, and fresh tokens of thy love. We are 
not worthy indeed that thou shouldst take notice 
of us, or be entreated by us : but worthy is the 
Lamb, that was slain to take away the sins of the 
world ; worthy is the Lamb, that thou shouldst for 
his sake do more for us than we can ask or even 
think : for he has fulfilled those holy laws, which 
we have broken, and perfectly satisfied thy justice 
for all our transgressions of them. In him thou 
art a God gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 
of great kindness even to the chief of sinners : in 
him thou art reconciled to those who deserve no- 
thing but to be forsaken and abhorred by thee. We 
acknowledge that to us belong shame and con^sion 
of face : our sins have been so multiplied, that we 
might well expect thy judgement and fiery indigna- 
tion ; and if thou shoiddst be extreme to mark what 
is done amiss, we could not escape the curses of thy 
holy law. 

fiut, O gracious Father, regard not what we have 
done against thy Majesty ; but rather regard what 
our blessed Saviour has done for our souls : con- 
sider not what we have made ourselves, but what he 
is made of thee our God unto us. And O that 
Christ may be to every one of us (what he is to all 
thy faithM people) wisdom and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption ! Let his precious 
blood cleanse us from all our sins : and let the 
grace of thy holy Spirit renew and sanctify our 
souls. Bighteous Father, subdue, we pray thee, 
our iniquities, and mortify our lusts; quicken us 
to all the duties of thy holy service, and enable us 
to perform them with profit and delight. O let not 
sin rei^ in our mortal bodies, that we a\iO\3\^ cJ^^-^ 
it in the lusts thereof. Let tliere \ie xio ««v \xw^^'^ 
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which is not felt and hated, bewailed and resisted 
by ns : let us approve our very hearts to thee, the 
searcher of them ; and let all our ways be pleasing 
in thy sight. 

O teach us to know thee our God ; and enable us 
to do thy will as we ought to do. Give us hearts 
to fear thee, and to love thee : cause us to trust in 
thee, and to adhere with faithfulness unto thee. 
Let no temptations draw us, nor any tribulations 
drive us, from thee : but let all thy dispensations 
to us be received as messengers of thy love to our 
souls ; and let all thy dealings with us bring us 
nearer to thy blessed self, and make us fitter for thy 
heavenly kingdom. Quicken us, O Lord, in our 
dulness ; that instead of dishonouring thee by our 
lifeless and listless services, we may abound in thy 
work, and be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. 
Make us also faithM in all our intercourse with our 
neighbours. Make us ready to do good, and to bear 
evil : make us just and kind, merciM and meek, 
peaceable and patient, sober and temperate, humble 
and self-denjdng, inoffensive and exemplary in our 
conduct ; that so glorifying thee here upon earth, 
we may, at our departure hence, be received into 
the joy of our Lord, and be for ever glorified in thy 
heavenly kingdom. 

O thou that hast kept us alive to this day, and 
hast refreshed us during the night season, renew thy 
mercy to us together with this morning light : thou 
that makest the outgoings of the morning and even- 
ing to rejoice, lift up the light of thy countenance 
upon us, and make us glad with the tokens of thy 
love : and as thou art ever present with us, O make 
us ever sensible of thy presence, that we may duly 
remember thee in all our ways, and wisely demean 
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ourselves in all our affairs. Be with us, good Lord, 
at our going out and our coming in : and let thy 
grace follow us this day, and all the days of our 
fife. never leave us, never, never forsake us; 
but be our guide unto death, in death our comfort, 
and after death our everlasting portion. O hear us 
from heaven, thy dwelling-place ; and, when thou 
hearest, have mercy : forgive the sins of our per- 
sons, and the sins of our prayers : and do more for 
us, tibian we are worthy to expect at thy hands ; for 
his sake, who alone is worthy : in whose compre- 
hensive words we sum up all our desires, Our Fa* 
theTy Sfc. 

A SEVfiNTH MORNING PRAYBB. 

O Lord God Almighty, thou art the sovereign Ma- 
jesty of heaven and earth, a^nst whom all our 
sins have been committed, and by whom alone they 
can be pardoned ! there is none but thee, by whom 
onr iniquities can be subdued, our souls be sancti- 
fied, or our necessities supphed. But thou art able, 
and also ready, to hear and help, to bless and save 
thy people that call upon thee : thou delightest to 
show mercy, and lovest the occasions of glorifying 
thy compassion. We come to thee, therefore, O 
Lord, begging that mercy, which thou *knowest we 
extremely want, and grace to help us in this time of 
our need. We beg the same, for the sake of thine 
infinitely beloved Son, who alone is worthy, and in 
whose precious blood is all our trust. 

We are unclean, Lord, we are imclean ; and thou 
mayest well abhor our guilty souls : but O look 
upon us in the Son of thy love ; and prepare us for 
^c mercies which thou hast treasuxed u^ test -vv^ \sl 
him. Make us to feel the buillieB. aiidi \\afe\^!Wvfc'^- 
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ness of our sins ; nor let us ever attempt to cover 
and conceal them, lest they find ns out at the last, 
and overwhelm us with shame and misery. Holy 
Father ! carry on with power thy great work, even 
the work of faith and the sanctification of our souls. 
Quicken us, Lord our God, and stir us up to thy 
work ; and assist us in the performance of all our 
duties, which of oiuTselves thou knowest we are un- 
able to perform. Work in us to will and to do, of 
thy good pleasure; establish the things, O God, 
w^hich thou hast already wrought for us ; and go on 
to work mightily upon our hearts by thy grace, till 
our souls are fitted for the enjoyment of thy glory. 
Gracious Lord, thy mercies are fresh and new to 
us every morning. We have laid us down and slept, 
and awaked again ; for thou hast sustained us, thou 
hast kept us from the terrors of the night, and from 
all evil accidents ; so that we are once more risen 
in peace and safety. Glory be to thee, O Grod of 
our salvation, who art still so mindful of us : so 
merciful unto us. Go on, we pray thee, to be good 
to us this day, and teach us how to demean ourselves 
aright, and to order our affairs to thy glory. di- 
rect our undertakings, and prosper our endeavours. 
Rule our hearts in thy fear and love, and keep us 
living to thy praise and honour. Behold, we commit 
ourselves to thee, and shelter ourselves under the 
shadow of thy wings : O keep us from evil, and 
help us to do that which is good and pleasing to our 
God, through Jesus Christ. Give us, Lord, all that 
we have asked as we should ; forgive us all that we 
have asked amiss ; and bestow on us all things 
needful, which we should have asked ; and which 
we continue to ask, in the comprehensive words of 
thy dear Son, Our Father, Sfc, 
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FIRST EVENING PRAYER FOR A FAMILY. 

O Lord our God ! thou art infinitely great, and in- 
finitely good. Thy glory is above all our thoughts, 
and thy mercies are more than can be numbered. 
O what cause have we to admire, and bless, and 
praise thee, for making us the objects of thy love, 
and the living monuments of thy goodness ! When 
we imrvey thy glorious perfections especially as they 
shine forth in the person of Jesus Christ, we are en- 
couraged to come unto thee, we are emboldened to 
call thee Father. And though we have great and 
many sins to confess, yet do we look up with con- 
-fidence, trusting that thou wilt pardon them, and 
give us power from on high, to mortify and subdue 
them. 

[Thou didst create us, O Lord, after thine own 
blessed image, in a holy and happy estate : but we 
have made ourselves vile and miserable ; we are no 
longer upright, but have sought out many inven- 
tions : we are become averse to good, and prone to 
evil ; yea so fiiU are we of all iniquity, that we are a 
mystery to ourselves ; we wonder at the depravity of 
our own hearts, and are astonislied that thou hast 
not long since cut us off in anger, and shut us up 
tmder final despair of mercy. But thou hast decla- 
red thy willingness to be reconciled even to thine 
enemies ; yea, thou hast sent thine only Son into 
the world for this very end ; thou hast sent him, 
that all might believe in him, and that whosoever 
believeth in him, should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. O Lord, we believe ; help thou our 
unbehef : and give us true repentance towards God, 
and right faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ; that we 
may be of the number of those who rei^wl «sA\i^- 
lieve, to the saving of their souls. 
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And save us, O good Lord, from the love and 
course of this present evil world, and from every 
self-destroying way which we are tempted to follow. 
Make us a way to escape out of all the snares of 
temptation, wherewith we have heen entangled ; 
and let us so experience the hittemess of sin and 
the excellence of thy ways, that we may never re- 
gard either the allurements or discouragements of 
this sinful world. Estahlish, strengthen, settle us, 
O Lord ; that going forth in thy strength, we may 
do thy will to all well«pleasing, and continue in thy 
fear to our lives' end.] 

While we supplicate thy mercy for ourselves, we 
would humhly implore thy blessing, Lord, on all 
those whom we ought to remember in our prayers. 
O bring nigh unto thee all those that are yet afar 
off; and make manifest the savour of thy know- 
ledge in every place : let such as yet sit in darkness 
and the shadow of death, behold the lig^t of thy 
truth, and the joy of thy salvation. O that all who 
name the name of Christ may depart from iniquity, 
and so live up to their profession, as to give no just 
occasion for thine enemies to blaspheme ! Let it be 
the ambition of all thy people to adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all things, and to put to silence 
ihe ignorance of foolish men by well-doinff. 

Be gracious and favourable, O Lord, to thy 
church, and especially to that part of it which thou 
hast planted in this nation. Arise, O God, and 
plead thine own cause, and maintain thy holy re- 
ligion, which thou hast so long established amongst 
us. O let not the enemies of thy church ever have 
cause to say, that they have prevailed against thy 
people ; but let those that espouse thy cause, and 
stand up for the defence of thy truth, go on and 
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prosper ; and ever have cause to say, The Lord he 
magnified^ who hath pleasure in the prosperity of 
Ms servants. 

Bless with the choicest of thy blessings, the 
Queen^ whom thou hast put in authority over us. 
Protect her person, direct her councils, and prosper 
all her endeavours for the peace and welfare of her 
dominions. Give to all magistrates wisdom and 
courage to defend thy truth, and to do right to all. 
Make all ministers to be ensamples to the flock, in 
all righteousness and holiness of living : and estab- 
lish all of us to be a holy people to thyself; grant- 
ing us one heart, and one way, that we may fear 
thee for ever, for the good of us and of our chil- 
dren after us. 

Comfort all who want the comforts which we en- 
joy : and relieve the necessities of all thine afflicted 
people throughout the world. Kemember all our 
friends and benefactors, our kindred after the flesh, 
and all who are near and dear unto us ; remember 
them with the favour which thou bearest to thy peo- 
ple. Make them, O Lord, such as thou wouldest 
have them to be, and such as thou wilt mercifully 
accept to thy fiivour here, and to thy kingdom here- 
after. Look also upon our enemies ; forgive them, 
and turn their hearts ; and enable us to forgive 
them, as we hope for forgiveness at thy hands. 
Enable us to overcome their evil with good ; and so 
to please thee in all our ways, that thou mayest 
make our enemies to be at peace with us. 

Hear us, O God of the spirits of all flesh ! Hear 
us both for ourselves and others ; above all, hear 
the Son of thy love, pleading for us at thy right- 
hand : hear his all prevailing intercessions for us^ 
food for all the members of his m'jsWc?^ AocA^ . '^.^ 

d3 
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him we commit our cause, and to thee through him ; 
trusting in thy tender mercy, and ascribing to him, 
to thyself, and to thy blessed Spirit, all possible 
honour, might, majesty, and dominion both now and 
ever. Amen. 



A SECOND SyEHinO PRATER FOR A FAMILY. 

Our ever blessed and most gracious GK)d ! thou art 
the Lord and giver of our lives, and of all the bles- 
sings we enjoy. To thee we owe ourselves, and all 
ihat we are capable of rendering unto thee. For by 
thee, O Lord, we were created, and through thy 
good Providence it is, that we have been spared and 
provided for unto this present time. From thee, 
our Gt)d, comes all our help ; and in thee is reposed 
all our hope. Thou art uie bountiftd giver of all 
the good that our souls desire, and the mercihil 
withholder of all the evil that our sins deserve. 
We acknowledge thy great and daily goodness to us, 
and our own exceeding unworthiness of the least 
of all thy m^cies. We take shame and concision 
to ourselves, that we have so little improved, and so 
greatly abused, all thy patience with us, and all tiie 
various instances of thy bounty to us. We confess 
it to be a hemous aggravation of our offences, that 
we have done so much against diee, after all the 
great things thou hast done for us. But we desire, 
Lord, to be humbled for our offences ; and we 
entreat thy gracious favour, in Christ Jesus, for the 
pardon of them. Forgive us, we pray thee (for his 
sake) all the sins that ever we have committed 
against thee, and absolve us from all the evil where- 
of we now stand guilty before thee. And, being 
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justified by faith, letus have peace with God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

[And as we pray, that thou wilt be to us a Father 
of mercies, and a God of consolation ; so we pray 
that thou wilt make us followers of God, as dear 
children ; ever jealous over our hearts, and watch- 
ftd over om: ways; continually fearing to offend, 
and endeavouring to please thee : and enable us to 
keep our hearts with all diligence, that they may 
never be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 
Thou knowest, O Lord, our weakness, and our dan- 
ger : thou knowest how imable we are of ourselves 
to resist the smallest temptation, while yet we are 
continually exposed to the assaults of our subtle 
enemy, to the allurements of an ensnaring world, 
and to the corruptions of our own treacherous hearts. 
We pray, therefore, good Lord, that thou wilt arm 
us with the whole armour of God, and uphold us 
with thy tree Spirit, and evermore watch over us 
lor good. Especially in the times of our sorest 
trials, let us experience the strongest aids of thy 
heavenly grace, that we may never fall a prey to 
those deadly enemies that seek to devour us. 

And teach us, O our God, to know the day of 
grace, and the time of our visitation, and to see the 
things of our peace, before they be hidden from our 
eyes. And while we have time, O enable us to use 
and improve it to those great ends for which thou 
art pleiued to continue it to us. Let us not neglect 
that precious talent, but employ it with all diligence 
and circumspection for the securing of our eternal 
welfiure.] 

And seeing thou art pleased yet to hold our souls 
in life, and to make us find and feel, by every day's 
experience, how abundantly gcaciovL^ «vA toki^^Sj^ 
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thou art, O give us hearts more sensible of thy love, 
more affected with thy mercy, and more thankful 
for those continued favours, which thou art pleased 
to multiply imto us. And help us to show forth 
thy praise, not only by speaking good of thy name, 
but by ordering oiir conversation aright, and by 
adorning the gospel of God our Saviour in all things. 

And now, most merciful Father, we humbly re- 
commend ourselves, and all that we have, to thy 
care and protection ; beseeching thee, for thy dear 
Son's sake, to preserve and defend, to bless and 
keep us both in soul and body. We know that by 
reason of our weakness and wickedness we are ex* 
posed to many and great dangers ; but we commit 
ourselves to thee, trusting that thou wilt sustain us : 
O be with us through the night-season, and grant 
us comfortable repose ; that our frail nature being 
refreshed, and our decayed strength renewed, we 
may rise again better fitted for the duties of the fol- 
lowing day, if thou shalt be pleased to add another 
day to our lives. And as thou daily multipliest thy 
mercies to us, be pleased also to increase our re- 
pentance, and to renew us daily after thine image : 
that every day may not only bring us nearer to thy 
kingdom, but make us fitter for the enjoyment of 
that glory which thou hast prepared for them that 
love thee. 

Accept these our prayers, most gracious and mer- 
ciful Lord God : and for all the good things we have 
received, or at present enjoy, or hope for in ftiture 
from thy bountiful hands, enable us to render our 
grateful thanks : and let it be our employment now, 
as we hope it shall be hereafter, abundantly to utter 
the memory of thy great goodness, and to sing of 
thy praise without ceasing — Amen and Amen, 
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A THIRD EVENING PRAYER. 

aD ! thou art our ffracious Grod, our chief good, 
ur most merciful Father in Christ Jesus : in 
«at name, and through his prevaiUng media- 
te are encouraged still to present our persons 
u prayers before thee. It is a privilege which 
Oft acknowledge ourselves utteripr unworthj 
oy, that thou shouldst admit us into thy ser- 
jrea into fellowship with thy blessed sel£ We 
»t presume to appear in the presence of thy 
OS Majesty, in our own name, or trusting in 
ghteousness of our own ; being conscious of 
ch guilt, as might make us tremble for fear of 
iidgements. But we come in the name and 
tion of thy dear Son, who has fully satisfied 
tstice for our sins, and continually intercedes 
at thy right hand. Thou lovest him infinitely 
all, and delightest to honour him in sparing 
x;epting the most unworthy sinners upon his 
at. O deliver us, most gracious Lord, for his 
fix>m all the transgressions, for which our 
! condemn us ; and firom all, of which thou, 
at greater than our hearts, knowest us to be 
. And seal to us a full |mrdon, in his most 
lus blood, which speaks better things on our 
!^ than we are able to speak for ourselves. 
1 may the time past of our lives suffice to have 
to ourselves, and to have served our own lusts 
leasures. O put an end to all our presumptu- 
id treacherous deaUngs ; and grant us new and 
te hearts, that we may tremble at thy presence, 
late and abandon every evil way. Enra^^ tA 
f, O blessed Lord, the dee^sV. \)assNi^V:^ ^^ 
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our minds, the choicest affections of our hearts, and 
the main tendency and activity of our souls. O let 
us delight in attendance upon thee, and in commu- 
nion with thee ; nor let the vanities of this world 
ever divert us £^om thy service, or interrupt our en- 
J03rment of thee. [Hear us, O Lord, for ourselves, 
and let our supplications also ascend before thee in 
the behalf of all men living. Send thy word, and 
the means of grace, to such as are yet destitute of 
them ; and make them efficacious, and a savour of 
life, to those who now enjoy them. Convert the 
unconverted, and perfect thy good work where thou 
hast begun it. Give a check to all profaneness and 
ungodliness, that presumptuous sinners may be 
ashamed, and that the wickedness of the wicked 
may come to an end. O make thy church to increase 
and flourish, and thy servants to prevail and rejoice. 
Be ffracious and favourable to this our native land, 
to me head and governors of it, and to all the infe- 
rior and particular members. O do thou rule all our 
rcders, counsel all our counsellors, teach all our 
teachers, and order all the public affairs, to the glo- 
ly of thy name, and to the welfare of our church and 
state. Avert from us, good Lord, the judgements 
which we feel or fear ; and continue to us the many 
temporal and spiritual advantages which through 
thy favour we enjoy. And notvirithstanding all the 
devices of our enemies, and all the heinous provo- 
cations of our sins, O be thou still our reconctted 
God, and let us be thy happy, thy peculiar people.' 
Look down, O gracious Father, on all the sons 
and daughters of affliction : merciMly regard them 
under the pressure of their troubles, and think 
thoughts of pity and compassidn towards them. O 
sanctify thy Fatherly corrections to them, support 
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them under their several burthens, and in thy good 
time deliver them from the furnace, into which they 
are cast. Be gracious to all our friends and neigh- 
bours, reward our benefactors, and bless our rela- 
tions with the choicest of thy blessings. Bless 
also our enemies, and reconcile them both to us and 
to thyself. Dwell in all the habitations which thou 
bast made houses of prayer, and with all the families 
who call upon thy name. Let thy heaveidy bles- 
sings and thy saving grace descend and rest upon 
this family. O guide us, and keep us ; make us 
wise and faithfrd in our duty, and prosperous in all 
our lawful undertakings. Bless all our present cir- 
cumstances to us, and fit us for whatsoever changes 
we may be called to experience. O teach us how to 
want, and how to abound ; and whether we be in a 
prosperous or suffering condition, secure our hearts 
to thyself, and make us upright before thee.] 

And now, O Lord, be pleased to accept our even- 
ing sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving : we would 
glorify thee the Father of mercies, and the fountain 
of all goodness, for the mercies of the day past, 
and for the goodness that has followed us all the 
days of our Ufe. Our lives have been filled with 
thy mercies, and thou hast abounded towards us in 
loving kindness : infinite has been the variety of 
the sweet and comfortable blessings, with which 
tbou hast loaded us. Thou hast passed by our in- 
numerable sins, as though thou hadst not seen them ; 
and thou art still encompassing us with mercies on 
evenr side. Imprint therefore and preserve upon 
our nearts a lively and grateful sense of all thy kind- 
ness to us : let our souls bless thee ; let all that is 
within us praise thy holy name ; yea, let us give 
tbee thanks firom the ground of the neaiV.^ ^\A y^"^^*^ 
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our Grod, whiUt we have our being. Thy patience, 
with us, thy care over us, and thy continual mercy 
to us, demand oiu: incessant praises : to thee, there- 
fore, O our heavenly Father, let all thanks and 
praise, and love, and obedience, and honour and 
glory, be rendered by us, and by all the Israel of 
God, henceforth and for evermore. Amen. 



A FOURTH EVENING PRAYER. 

O Lord, the infinite, incomprehensible God, who 
wast before all, art above all, and wilt for ever be 
the same ! Thou hast heaven for thy throne, and 
the earth for thy footstool. Thou art here and 
every where present; thou compassest oiu: path, 
and our lying down, and art thoroughly acquainted 
with all our ways. Thou searchest our hearts, and 
triest our reins : thou knowest the dulness and hard- 
ness, the vanity and deceitfulness of our hearts: 
thou seest how difficult we find it to bring our souls 
into a holy frame, and to keep them in a state fit to 
attend upon thy heavenly Majesty. We were bom 
in sin, and in sin have we lived : daily have we ad- 
ded sin to sin, and have made ourselves children of 
wrath still more by practice than we were by natmre : 
every day of our lives have we transgressed diy 
laws, abused thy mercies, tempted thy patience, 
despised thy goodness, offended thee more, even for 
thy forbearance with us ; and made the very abun- 
dance of thy grace an encouragement to continue in 
our sins. O Thou, whom we have so greatly pro- 
voked, what must we not expect if thou shoiddst 
enter into judgement with us ? How justly mightest 
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thou withdraw thy tender mercies Grom us, and pour 
out upon us thy wrath and indignation to the utter- 
most ! How justly mightest thou leave us to feel 
what an evil and bitter thing it is to trespass against 
thee ; and make us to experience the same, in that 
place of torment, where is weeping and wailing and 

gnashing of teeth, and fix)m whence there is no re- 
emption ! 

But thou art a God of wonderM patience to bear 
with sinners ; and a Grod of infinite goodness and 
mercy to forgive them, when they are truly penitent. 
Thou hast said, that if the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and return 
to the Lord, thou wilt have mercy upon him, and 
abundimtly pardon. We humbly beg, therefore, 
that thou wilt be graciously pleased to stretch forth 
thy powerftd hand, and to loose the chains of sin 
wherewith we are tied and boimd. Let it be thy 
good fdeasure to deliver us firom every weight of 
sin, and firom every yoke of bondage ; tbiat our souls 
may be fitted to serve thee with that sincerity and 
readiness and gladness, which thou requirest of thy 
people. O help us so to see and feel, so to hate and 
bewail, so to confess and forsake our sins, that we 
may have a well-grounded hope of thy forgiveness, 
and a comfortable persuasion that thou hast accept- 
ed us in the Son of thy love. 

And for his sake, grant thou us, O Lord, an in- 
crease of thy grace, and such aids of thy holy Spirit, 
as may enable us to mortify our sins, and fit us for 
all the duties of thy service. Make us, O our God, 
to serve thee sincerely, without hjrpocrisy ; cheer- 
fully, without dulness; imiversally, without par- 
tiality ; and constantly, without falling away^ ox \^- 
ing weary of welJ-domg. Thou art not ^^«2rj ^ 

E 
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doing us good : O let us never be weary in doing 
thee service. But as thou hast pleasure in the pros- 
perity of thy servants, so let us take pleasure in the 
service of our Lord, and abound in thy work and in 
thy love and praise evermore. O fill up all that is 
wanting, and reform whatever is amiss in us, and 
perfect that which concerns us ; making us such in 
our hearts, and in our lives, that we may obtain 
peace in our souls, and be made partakers of thy 
heavenly glory. And be thou pleased to grant us 
now (out of the riches of thy grace) the comfortable 
sense of thy gracious acceptance of us, and of thy 
merciful intentions towards us. O speak peace to 
our consciences, and say to each of our souls, I am 
thy salvation ; that so we may look upon thee as our 
reconciled God and Father in Christ Jesus. 

J In his great name, and prevailing mediation, we 
arge our petitions, in behalf of the whole race of 
mankind. O that all the ends of the world may re- 
member themselves, and turn unto the Lord, and 
see the salvation of our Grod ! Do good, O God, in 
thy good pleasure, unto Zion, and build thou the 
walls of Jerusalem. Continue thy mercies to this 
guilty land, whereof we are svafal members. Teach 
us to know the meaning of thv dispensations towards 
us ; and help us to improve oy all thy dealings with 
us. O turn all our hearts to thee, as the heart of 
one man : and reform all our lives, according to the 
holy pattern and precepts of oiur Lord ; that thou 
mayest cause thine anger towards us to cease ; and 
mayest go on still to take the charge of us, and ne- 
ver leave nor forsake us. 

Bless abundantly the queen's majesty who now 

sways the sceptre of these realms. O Lord, pre- 

^erve her ]j£a, prolong her days, and prosper her 
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nment. Give her the hearts of her subjects, 
ubdue her enemies before her. Make her the 
dng of thy people, and a terror only to evil 
. O continue her long a zealous defender of 
dth, a promoter of thy fear, and an asserter of 
ights ; that under her shadow we may be in 
( and safety, enjoying the liberty of the gospel, 
he free profession of thy holy religion. And 
unto all magistrates and ministers continual 
ies of thy holy Spirit, for the conscientious 
comfortable discharge of their several duties, 
ng all our neighbours near to thyself; and be 
a friend to all our friends, a father to the fa- 
;s8, a husband to the widow, a refrige to the 
tssed, a physician to the sick, a helper to the 
Hess, and a God of consolation to the distress- 
d sorrowful, whatever be their trouble and af- 
»n. O bless to us, whatever thou art pleased 
lot us, and every thing that befalls us. Make 
• work for our good; to build us up in thy 
, and to help us on to thy glory.] 
d as thou hast been good and kind to us the 
ast, and throughout our whole lives, (for which, 
ssire, O Lord, humbly and thankfrdly to adore 
ame) so we beg that we may experience the 
duance of thy goodness to us, and of thy Fa- 
f care over us, this present night. O preserve 
efend, and bless and keep us, that no evil may 
us, nor any plague come nigh our dwelling, 
us sleep and rest, to refresh and strengthen us 
ly service, and for the performance of all our 
} : and prepare us, O Lord, for our last sleep 
ith, and for that great account that we must 
at the judgement-seat of Christ. instruct 
ssist us, in that great woik oi ^t«^vc^\^^^^'^ 
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our everlasting state; that we may (ia this cmly 
time of preparation) finish the great work which 
thou hast given us to do, before the night of death 
overtake us, wherein we cannot work : that when- 
ever thou shalt be pleased to give us the summons 
of death, we may find nothing to do but to die, and 
cheerfully resign our spirits into thy gracious hands. 
Hear us, we entreat thee, through the riches of thy 
grace, and the worthiness of thy dear Son ; in whose 
merits alone we trust, and to whom, together with 
thyself and the Holy Ghost, the one God of our 
salvation, be-all praise, and honour, and glory, asr 
cribed by us, and by all thy people, from this time 
forth for evermore. Amen. 



A FIFTH EVENING PRAYER. 

O Lord, we desire to seek thy &ce, and to wait 
upon thee in the duties of thy worship ; and we en- 
treat thy gracious favour that we may be enabled to 
call upon thee with our whole hearts. To whom 
should we make our applications, but unto thee, the 
Father of mercies, and the fountain of all goodness, 
who art able to do exceeding abundantly for us, 
even above all that we can ask or think ; and who 
hast declared thy willingness to be importuned by 
us ; and thy readiness to hear, and help us. O let 
our prayer be now set before thee as incense, and 
the lifting up of our hands be as the evening sacri- 
fice, pleasing to thee our God, in the Son of thy 
love. It is in his blessed name alone, that we have 
encouragement to approach thee, and boldness to 
Ask of thee those things which thou knowest to be 
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nieedfld and expedient for us. There is in ourselves 
no good thing to recommend us to thy favour ; hut 
a proneness to every thing which is displeasing to 
thy Majesty, and destructive to our souls. We are 
even hy nature children of wrath, a seed of evil 
doers, the sinM of&pring of rebellious parents r 
and ever since we began to act we have been daily 
trespassing against thee, and adding to the heavy 
score of our offences. There is nothing in us, O 
Lord, but what may well provoke thee to reject us : 
but there is enough in thy beloved Son to procure 
for us the pardon of our sins, and peace wiih thee. 
Thou didst make him to be sin for us, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him ; 
and that we might be saved by his merits, when we 
could not be saved by any desert of our own works. 
O see our sins punished in him, even in him, who 
was wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for 
our iniquities : and as the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him, so let the merit of his righteousness 
be on us : and by his stripes let our souls be healed. 
Nor do we only beg for pardon of our sins, but 
also for power against them, and grace sufficient for 
us to break them off. We long to walk more ac- 
ceptably before thee, in all the duties of righteous- 
ness and holiness, which thy word has prescribed 
to us. O never suffer us to be tempted above what 
we are able : biit make our temptations less, or thy 
grace in us more sufficient to resist them ; that no 
iniquities may prevail against us, nor any presuinp- 
taous sin have dominion over us. Make us more 
conformable to the pattern and the precepts of our 
blessed Saviour ; transform us more into his holy 
image and likeness ; that we may not dishonour his 
religion nor cause the way of truth to be eVi\. «^c^8a\v 

E 3 
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of; but may make our light to shine before men, to 
the glory of thee our heavenly Father, and to the 
edification of those amongst whom we dwell. 

And seeing the time of our abode in this transito- 
ly world is so very short and uncertain, and that 
after our departure hence ^e have an everlasting 
estate, where we must be happy or miserable for 
ever ; O let us not set up our rest in this world, as 
if we were at home upon earth ; neither suffer us to 
flatter ourselves with the hopes of a long enjoy- 
ment of these things which perish in the using ; 
but may we wait all the days c« our appointed time, 
till our change comes : and not only live in expec- 
tation of it, but in the daily serious preparation for 
it ; in the exercise of all those traces and good 
works that may make it unto us Christ to live, and 
gain to die ; that in life and death we may be always 
thine, safe in thy hands, and acceptable in thy 
sight. 

And together with our own wants, we commend 
to thy mercy, God, the necessities and distresses 
of all our brethren throughout the world. O en- 
lighten the ignorant, quicken the careless, awaken 
the secure, convince the erroneous, reclaim the 
vicious, establish the wavering, and comfort the de- 
jected. Bring all to the knowledge of thy truth, 
and to a cheemd obedience to thy holy will ; that so 
they may attain to the blessed hope of thy glory, 
and the eternal salvation of their unmortal souls. 
We pray (as more particularly bound) for the queen, 
for all our magistrates and ministers; for all our 
friends and relations ; for all thy servants, and for 
all the afflicted throughout the world; and more 
especially for those, for whose happiness and salva- 
tion thou knowest us to be chiefly concerned. O do 
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thou for US, and for them, as thou knowest best and 
most needful and expedient, for thine own mercy's 
sake in Christ Jesus. «. 

[And as we pray to thee for what we want, so we 
desire to praise thee for all that we have received at 
thy hands. And blessed be thy name, Lord, that 
we have any thing (yea, that we have so many 
things) to bless ana praise thee for. O what shall 
we reiser to the Lord for all his benefits ! Dear 
Lord ! Let not our hearts be shut and straitened 
towards thee, whose hand is every day so open unto 
us : but do thou possess and enlarge these hearts of 
ours with more love, and greater thankftdness to 
thee, that we may both give thee thanks, and glo- 
rify thy name, for evermore. 

Ana now that the night is upon us, and we are 
ready to betake ourselves to rest, we commit our- 
Belves to thy gracious care and protection, well 
knowing that uou, who never sleepest nor slum- 
berest, art the watchM guardian of thy favoured 
people. O watch over us, we prav thee, for good, 
that none of the evils, which our sms have merited, 
may befall us. Protect us both from the works, 
and from the powers, of darkness, and preserve us 
from all the terrors and dangers through the night. 
Let all our sins, this day, or at an}^ former time 
committed, be removed out of thy sight ; and lift 
up upon us the light of thy countenance, that we 
may lie down with a sweet sense of thy favour, and 
a comfortable assurance that thou hast accepted us 
in the Son of thy love : for whom, and to whom, 
with thy eternal self, and holy Spirit, be all thanks 
and praise, and honour and glory, ascribed by us, 
and by all thy church, from this time forth for ever- 
more.] Amen, 
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A SIXTH EVENING PRAYER. 

O Lord, our Qtod, most high and mighty, most 
wise and holy, most just and good ! T^ou art, and 
ever wast, and ever shalt continue, imspeakably 
blessed and glorious, above all that we are able to 
express or to conceive. Thou dost not need the 
services of men or angels to make the least addition 
to thy glory or bliss. Men cannot be profitable 
unto God; nor can our goodness extend to the 
Lord. But, in kindness and love to our souls, 
thou hast been pleased to lay thy commands upon 
us, and to appoint that we should wait upon thee in 
the duties of thine immediate service ; which is the 
blissM emplo3rment of all the hosts of heaven. 
Thou humblest thyself even when thou beholdest 
the things that are in heaven, or regardest the wor- 
ship of those blessed creatures above. O how won- 
derful is thy condescension then, that thou shouldst 
look down upon us, poor sinful worms, who dwell 
in houses of clay, and whose foundation is in the 
dust ! Lord, what is man that thou takest knowledge 
of him, and the son of man that thou makest ac- 
count of him ! Thou canst not at all need us, or any 
thing of ours, O blessed God ; but we all stand in 
continual need of thee, our only sovereign good ; in 
need of thy mercy and forgiveness, thy grace and 
guidance, thy blessing and assistance ; without 
which we can never hope to escape the misery, 
which is the wages due to our sins ; nor ever to at- 
tain that glory, which is the firee gift of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

The desire of our souls, therefore, is to thy name, 
O Lord, and to the remembrance of thee. Our 



FOR A FAMILY. ' 35 

eyes are towards thee, and all our expectation is 
from thee : and still we wait, and call, and depend 
upon thee, till thou have mercy upon us, acconling 
to our several necessities, and according to the mul- 
titude of thy tender mercies. O remember not 
against us our former iniquities ; enter not into 
jodffement with us, according to our desert ; butac- 
ooroing to thy mercy remember thou us, for thy 
goodness' sake, O Lord. Blot out our transgressions 
as a cloud ; and justify us freely by thy grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 
And bless us, O God of our salvation, in turning 
us from all ovat iniquities, and in giving us grace, 
that we may repent and amend our lives according 
to thy holy woni. 

And to this end, be thou pleased to enlighten our 
dark minds with the beams of thy saving truth : O 
let us not be unwise, but understanding what the 
will of the Lord is. Reform our depraved wills, in- 
clining them to a cheerful compliance with all the 
motions of thy good Spirit. Begulate our imruly 
passions ; purify our corrupt affections ; and con- 
vert all the £Btculties of our souls, that they mav be 
instruments of thy glory, as they have been of thy 
dishonour : and make our bodies lit temples for thy 
holy Spirit. Yea, sanctify us wholly in Tbody, soul, 
and spuit, that we may aaorn thy Gospel in aU holy 
conversation and godliness. 

And quicken us, O Lord, to hear thy voice, while 
it is called to-day ; that we may make haste, and not 
delay to keep thy commandments. O keep us frequent- 
ly and affectionately mindful of the shortness of our 
time, the frailty of our lives, and the uncertainty of our 
continuance in this perishable world ; where we have 
no continuing city, but are strangei^ wcA ^cJysvstsnr^^ 



i 
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with thee, as all our Others were. O let the re- 
memhrance of this have a prevailing influence upon 
us, to crucify the world to us, and us unto the 
world: let it make us more deeply concerned for 
our everlasting welfare, and more careftd to improve 
every present good for ovat souls' eternal advantage. 
Let the work of thy grace be daily advancing in ova 
hearts, that we may grow in grace as we grow in 
years, and be continually ripening for the full enjoy- 
ment of thy glory. 

[The same things we beg also in behalf of all 
whom we ought to remember in our prayers. for- 
give the sins, and reheve the miseries of thy sinful 
creatures throughout the world. Enlarge the bor- 
ders of thy church, and add to it daily such as shall 
be saved. O that all who are called Christians may 
be Christians indeed, not only believing thy word, 
but walking as becometh the gospel of Christ. Let 
the Church which thou hast planted amongst us be 
thy continual care : watch over it, O Lord, for 
good : preserve it night and day ; let no weapon 
formed against it, prosper. Give thy judgements 
also, O God, unto the Queen, that she may judge 
thy people righteously, and break in pieces their op- 
pressors. Grant her still an interest in the hearts 
of her people, and thy protection from the hands 
of her enemies. May she so rule and reign for 
thee, that she may come to live and reign for 
ever with thee. Make all our ma^istrcUes to be 
men fearing God, and eschewing evil. And O that 
aU who are called to serve at thine altar ^ may be in 
a more especial manner blessed with compassionate 
hearts, and exemplary lives. Make them wise to win 
souls ; make them faithful, industrious, and success- 
iu] in their sacred office, as workmen that need not 
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be ashamed. Bless and prosper all the seminariea 
of sound learning and religious education. Bless 
aU orders and ranks of people amongst us : let 
them all know thee from the least to the greatest ; 
and so order their conversation aright, mat they 
may see the salvation of God. Remember for good 
all those roho have been any way instrumental to 
our good : and let all who have vnjured us, receive 
forgiveness at thy hands. Look upon all that 
mourn in Zion .• give unto them beauty for ashes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness. Teach those who 
are in health and prosperity to remember and pro- 
vide for the time of trouble, sickness, and death ; 
and make all of every condition to be mindful of 
their duty; that thou mayest remember them in 
mercy, and be their God, and portion for ever.] 

Our own imworthiness would make us despair of 
obtaining all these great and good things which we 
beg at thy hands, O Lord : but the remembrance of 
thy tender mercy, and thy continual bounty puts 
life into our hopes, and encouragement into our 
prayers, and leaves us no reason to doubt of find- 
ing mercy with thee. And blessed for ever be thy 
name, that we have so much to say of thy goodness 
by our own experience : that thou hast in so many 
things made us to differ from thousands of our fel- 
low-creatures. O, good Lord ! continue thy gra- 
cious fiivour to us, and thy fatherly care over us, 
this night. As we go to rest after the labours of 
the day, so help us daily to do thy work, that we 
may enter into that rest which remains for thy peo- 
ple at the close of life. Renew to us day by day 
thy pardoning mercy, and supply us daily wittL 1\^ 
grace ; that we may finish our co\vc&e mVk V^^ , «xv^ 
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at the end of this life be received into thy glory. 
All of which we beg in the name and for the sake 
of our only Redeemer ; for whom we thank thee ; 
and to whom, with thyself, O Father, and the Holy 
Ghost our Comforter, in the unity of the ever blessed 
Trinity be all praise, and honour, and glory ascribed 
by us, and by all the Israel of God, now and for 
evermore. Amen. 



A SEVENTH EVENING PRATER. 

O Lord, thou great and glorious God, infinite in 
power, wisdom, and goodness ! Thou hast created 
all things by thine almighty hand ! thou sustainest 
and orderest all things oy thy wise and righteous 
providence ; and thy mercy is everlasting, and over 
all thy works. O who is able to express, who is 
able to conceive, the exceeding riches of Uiy grace 
and goodness ! In what a plentiM measure have 
thy bounties been poured out upon us thy sinfol 
creatures, who deserve nothing firom thee, but to be 
forsaken and abhorred by thee ! This day, and 
every day of our lives, O Lord, we have tasted 
largely of thy mercy, and been altogether preserved 
by thy fatherly care. 

But, notwimstanding all thy patience, and m* 
cious dealings with us, and all the repeated ple^pes 
of thy favour towards us, O how ill have we re- 
quited thy love ! And what unsuitable retnnui have 
we made for all thy great and continued goodness 
that we have experienced ! Beside the guut of our 
inbred corruption, which as a sore burmen, hangs 
heavy upon us, we are amazed at the greatness and 
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multitude of all our sins that we have committed 
against thee ; against the light and teachings of thy 
gospel ; against the dictates and strivings of thy 
Spirit ; asainst the love and sufferings of thy Son ; 
against au the patience and forhearance which thou 
hast exercised towards us. O Lord, we have given 
thee so great provocation, that we have reason to 
fear lest mou shouldst forsake us utterly, and cause 
the day of thy patience to end. Well may we be 
afraid that thou wilt grant us no more of that ^ace 
which we have so greatly abused, nor any supphes of 
that holy Spirit whom we have so often resisted. 
And what have we now to expect from thee, O 
Lord ! what but judgement, if it were not that thy 
mercy rejoices over judgement ! Thy word assures 
us, that diou dehghtest not in the death of sinners, 
but rather that mey should turn to thee and live : 
and therefore it is that thou still leavest us these op- 
portunities to plead with thee for the life of our 
souls. But what have we to plead? Nothing, 
Lord, in ourselves : our hope is only in thee : we 
plead therefore thine own gracious nature, thy mer- 
ciM inclinations, thine exceedingly great and pre- 
cious promises, which thou hast freely made to re- 
turning sinners. Thou hast sent thine only Son 
to be our almighty Saviour : and he that did no sin, 
was manifested to take away our sins. O then for 
his sake be pleased to pity us, to spare us, to for- 
give us. Turn away thy wrath from us ; receive us 
to thy blessed favour ; and comfort us with the sure 
penuasion, that our iniquities are forgiven. 

And because such is the infirmity of our nature, 
that without thy grace we have not the least power 
to keep ourselves even from the greatest sins, O 
grant us the increase of thy grace, aaaii ^'a\v^^ ^"^ 
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thy good Spirit ; that we may he fortified against all 
temptation, and he made thy willing and faithful ser- 
vants. And he pleased, O Lord, yet i^rther to disco- 
ver and manifest* thyself to our souls j that we may 
know aright thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou hast s^it. And give us power from on 
high that we may he ahle to live according to that 
li^t which thou art pleased to impart unto us ; 
that we may not hold the truth in unrighteousness, 
hut may walk in the light, as children of the light. 
O let us not only be almost, hut altogether Chris- 
tians : let us he true penitents, sincene converts, 
and sound believers. And O thou, that workest €dl 
in all, finish in us the work of thy grace, that we 
may have cause to give thee praise and glory to all 
eternity. 

These things. Lord, we beg, not only for our- 
selves, hut for all who partake of our nature, for all 
whom thou hast made capable of eternal happiness. 
More especially we pray for thy whole church, 
wheresoever or howsoever disposed of throughout 
all the earth : for the Queen's majesty ; and all our 
rulers and counsellcnrs ; for our ministers and 
teachers ; for our relationfi and neighbours ; our 
friends and bene&ctors : and for all thy afflicted, 
whatsoever be their trials and troubles. O supply 
all their wants, and i^lfil all their desires, in such a 
manner as thy wisdom sees best, for thy own mercy's 
sake in Christ Jesus. 

Thou, Lord, -art the great preserver of men, who 
hast kept and blest vtB this day, nnd all our days. 
Praised be thy name for all thy goodness, which we 
have 80 long and largely experienced. make us 
sensible of thy kindness, and thankful for it as 
fre ought to be. Take care of us, O Lord, and be 
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gracious to us this night. Give us not only bodily 
rest in our beds, but rest for our souls in thy blessed 
self: and be thou our God and guide, our hope and 
help, our joy and comfort, our all in all, this 
nignt and for evermore. Jlmen. 



MORNING PRAYSR FOR THB LORd's DAT. 

O MOST blessed and gracious Lord God, whose al- 
mighty hand has brought us out of nothing, to en- 
joy the comforts of li^ ; and whose free grace has 
called us out of a state worse than nothing to the 
hope of thy heavenly glory ! We bless thy name, 
that thou hast conducted us safe through all states 
and conditions of our lives, to see the comfortable 
light of this day ; and we glorify thee that we have 
yet a day of grace wherein to seek the thin|;s be- 
longing to our peace. We adore thee for having so 
far consulted the good of our souls, as to set apart 
this day for holy uses, that we might engage in a 
solemn attendance upon thee, in whose service con- 
sists all our honour and happiness. O how much 
higher might we have been in thy &vour, how much 
nearer to thee our God, and fitter for thy heavenly 
kingdom, had we rightly used, and conscientiously 
improved, those means of grace, which thou hast 
been pleased to afford us ! 

But we have been cruel to our own souls, as well 
as disobedient to thee, our Lord; many times 
losing the opportunities of appearing before thee ; 
and shunning as a task what was our highest 
privilege : and even when we have set oiirselves to 
seek thy &ce, it has been with sucVi eo\^^%^ ^"^^ 



43 MORNING PRAYER FOR 

duhiess, such wanderings and distractions, that thou 
mightest justly abhor our souls, and despise our 
Services. 

But be thou pleased to look upon us in the Son 
of thy love, who is the Lord our peace and our 
nghteousness ; and forgive us all that is past, 
wherein we have neglected thy work or performed 
it amiss, or done what was mconsistent with it. 
Help us, God of our salvation, and deliver us 
both from the bands and burden of our guilt ; and 
purge away all our sins, for the glory of thy name : 
O let them not stand as a partition- wall, to hinder 
the ascent of our prayers to thee, or the descent of 
thy blessings upon us. But let thy peace and love 
shine into our souls ; that we may see the felicity of 
thy chosen, and draw water with joy out of the 
wells of salvation. ' ' 

O let us not rest in any forms of godliness, deny- 
ing the power thereof : let us not take up with tne 
name and profession of Christianity ; but be swayed 
with its life and power. And let the gospel of our 
Lord, and the graces of thy good Spirit shine forth 
in our lives, to the glory of thee our heavenly Fa- 
ther. O, gracious God, be with us, and with all the 
ministers and stewards of thy mysteries, who are 
this day to speak in thy name : furnish them with 
abilities necessary for their great work ; and enable 
them to suit themselves to the jpapacities and ne- 
cessities of their several hearers. And grant. Lord, 
unto us, and imto all the hearers of thy holy word, 
humble and teachable spirits ; that we may receive 
thy truth in the love of it, so as to profit and grow 
by it. O do thou remove all the hinderances of our 
spiritual improvement, that thy word may have free 
course andi be glorified amongst us. And let us this 
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day go forth ia the strength of the Lord God ; and 
prosper and increase with the increase of God : let 
thy grace and blessing accompany all our endea- 
vours; that having served thee imperfectly upon 
earth, we may attain to the full enjoyment of diee 
in heaven, and glorify thee in the penection of ho- 
liness for ever and ever. 

And let thy grace and blessing, thy love and fel- 
lowship, thy direction and assistance, O heavenly 
Father, Son, and holy Spirit, be with us, and with 
all for whom we ought to pray, this day and for 
evermore. Amen, 



A SECOND MORNING PRATER FOR THE LORD's DAY. 

O Lord, the great almighty God, thou art the giver 
of life and strength, and of all grace and goodness, 
without thee we can do nothing ; but through thy 
gracious assistance we are enabled to do all things 
which thou requirest at our hands : we humbly pray 
thee to be graciously present with us, and power- 
i^y assistant to us this day, to direct and quicken 
us in all the duties of thy holy service. forgive 
our iniquities, that separate between thee and our 
souls ; and remember not the sins against us, which 
may justly provoke thee to hide thy face from us. 
But accordmg to thy mercy, remember thou us, O 
\jO(Ay and accept us, and our poor imperfect ser- 
vices, at the hands and for the sake of Jesus 
Christ 

O leave us not to the dulness and hardness, the 
vanity and deceitftdness of our own depraved hearts ; 
but show the power of thy heavenly grace^ to &vl 
our thoughts, to kindle our affectionB) asvdi \.o V»e;^ 
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US in a devout and holy frame ; work mightily in 
us, we beseech thee, and give us that preparation of 
heart, without which we cannot serve thee accepta- 
bly, or enjoy communion with thee. O let us not 
come before thee in formahty and hypocrisy ; but 
let our souls, and all that is within us^ be taken up 
in a reverent, faithful, and affectionate attendance 
upon thee. Nor let us serve thee of constraint, only 
because we must ; but with all readiness and glad- 
ness, as delighting to be so engaged ; let thy plea- 
sure be ours, and thy service be the joy of our 
hearts. O help us so to sanctify thy day, that thy 
day may be a means of promoting the sanctification 
of our souls. Let us engage in exercises befitting 
this holy day ; and not profane it to any vain or 
vicious purposes : but on the Lord's day may we 
abound m the work of the Lord ; not doing our own 
works, or finding our own pleasure, or speaking our 
own words, in the day which thou hast hallowed for 
thyself: but may we rest from all oiu: sinful ways, 
as well as from our common labours ; and so de- 
light ourselves in the Lord, tl^at thou mayest give 
us the desire of our hearts. Bless to us thy word, 
O gracious Father, and all the means of grace, 
which through thy favour we enjoy : let us never 
use them in vain, or to our hurt ; but may they ever 
conduce to the instruction of our minds, the reform- 
ing of our lives, and the saving of our souls ; may 
we expect to find good from thine ordinances ; nor 
let us ever be disappointed of our hope ; but let us 
be edified by means of them ; let us grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
till the end of them be fully answered upon us, and 
we be made such as thou requirest us to be in all 
holy ronversation and godliness. 
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Thou hast said that they who love thy law have 
great peace, and that they shall never be turned 
from thy way. O dear Lord, increase our love to 
thy word, which the angels desire to look into ; and 
make our souls pliable and submissive, that we may 
be ruled by it in all things, and be east in the very 
mould of thy gospel. 

O heavemy Father, command a blessing upon all 
our pious designs and endeavours this day : bless thy 
servants whom thou hast appointed to break the 
bread of life to om* souls, that they may speak thy 
word as they ought to speak, and give to every one 
his portion in due season. And let the word, which 
they deliver, be for the conviction and comfort of 
many souls. O thou that hast the key of David, 
that openest and no man shutteth, thou that speak- 
est to the heart, and givest the increase, open our 
understandings to receive thy truth, both in the 
light and love of it : and set it home so powerfully 
upon our hearts, and root it so deeply in our souls, 
that the fruits of it may appear in our lives ; and 
that we may not be forgetful hearers, but doers of 
thy word. 

And grant, O gracious God, that our services this 
day may be such, as may tend to our advantage, in 
the great day of thy appearing and glorv : let us so 
hallow these sabbaths upon earth, that nereafter we 
may be admitted to the joyftil celebration of the 
eternal sabbath in heaven ; there, with all the church 
triumphant, to laud and magnify thy glorious name, 
and to enjoy thy love, and sing thy praise for ever. 
And now, Lord, for the addition of this sabbath we 
bless thee ; for the benefit of thy word, and for the 
ordinances of thy worship, we glorify thy nama*. 
yea for all the means of grace, wndi fet ^^\vss^'^'^ ^^ 
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glory, to thee, the God of all grace, be praise and 
onour, and glory rendered by us, and by all thy. 
people, from this time forth, and for evermore. 
Amen. 



a prayer for any intermediate time of the 

lord's day. 

O LoRij, the God of glory, who fillest heaven and 
earth with thy presence, fill my heart (I pray thee) 
with thy grace, and with a consciousness that thine 
eye is upon me ; that I may demean myself as in 
thine immediate presence, and serve thee on earth 
as thou art served above, where thousand thousands 
minister unto thee, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand stand before thee, happy are they who 
surround thy throne, and are ever occupied in the 
contemplation of thy Majesty, and the fruition of 
thy love : who have an everlasting period put to all 
their sins, and troubles, and temptations ; and have« 
their souls perfected in holiness, their hearts filled 
with joy, and their mouths opened to utter without 
ceasins the everlasting praises of their God. O 
Lord, look down from heaven, the habitation of thy 
holiness and thy glory ; and behold with pity the 
poor remnant of uiy heritage, who are yet upon 
their warfare and pilgrimage in this present evil 
world, beset with many and powerful enemies, and 
groaning for deliverance from the bondage of cor- 
ruption, that they may be brought into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. 

good Lord, pardon every one of us, who now 
prepare and set ourselves to seek thy face, and to 
meet and. enjoy thee in the ordinances of thy wor- 
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ahip. Though we be not cleansed according to the 
purification of the sanctuary, accept us in thy be- 
loved Son, according to what we have ; and fill us 
with thy good Spirit, to make us what we should be. 
O give unto me in particular, though the most un- 
worthy of thy creatures, a devout and contrite heart ; 
that 1 may not merely utter words of prayer, or rest 
in any forms of godliness, but may serve thee with 
my spirit, and lift up my heart to the Lord, and have 
(as much as possible) my conversation in heaven. 

It is good for men to draw nigh to God : in whose 
service consists all our honour and bliss. O let my 
heart rejoice in seeking the Lord ; and with great 
liveliness and love, and cheerfiilness, let me fi*equent 
thy ways, and study thy word, and admire thy 
works, and magnify thy name. I bless thee, my 
God, that thou hast given me an understanding to 
know thee, a heart to love thee, and a soul capable 
of waiting upon thee in the duties of thy holy ser- 
vice, and of enjoying thee in thy heavenly glory. I 
bless thee for all the opportunities and advantages 
which I have to serve thee, and to work out my 
salvation. I adore thee for the ministry of recon- 
ciliation committed to thy fservants : for all their 
labotirs, and writings, and preachings ; and for all 
other means of grace and assistances in this my 
warfare. 

O give me such a love to thy word, that I may 
value it above all the wealth of the world, and relish 
it better than all the pleasures of the flesh ; and 
esteem it more than my necessary food. Enable me 
to receive it, not only in the light, but in the love 
thereof; that I may live and grow by it, and attain 
the salvation which it sets before me. And ^n^ 
me, Lord, a heart to fear thee, wi^ \.o V^e^ ^"^ 
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commandments always, that it may go well with me, 
both now and for ever. O let me so make thy 
word the rule of my life, that it may also be the 
groimd of my hope ; and while it is sounding in 
my ears, do thou apply it with an irresistible energy 
to my soul, that I may be made obedient to it in the 
day of thy power. And let there be such a tran- 
script of the gospel in my life, that I may not only 
hear what it says, but be such as it describes. O 
gracious God ! continue the light and joytvl sound 
of thy gospel amongst us : and help us so rightly to 
use it, and to profit by it, that we may have reason 
to bless and praise thee for it to all eternity. that 
every sabbath may add yet more and more to our 
stature in Christ Jesus ; and that we may so sanc- 
tify thy sabbaths now, that in the end we may en- 
joy the sabbath of thine eternal rest ; there to dwell 
in thy sight, and rejoice in thy love, and triumph 
in thy praise for evermore. Amen, 



FIRST BVENINO PRAYER FOR THE LORO's DAY. 

O Lord, our God! tly^u art infinitely good, and 
thou hast showed us what is good, and what thou 
requirest of us, that it may go well with us, both 
now and to all eternity. Thou sendest out thy 
light and thy truth amongst us ; thou makest the 
way of life and salvation plain before us ; and thou 

fivest us many opportunities to ftirther us in the 
nowledge of that way which leads to the kingdom 
of thy glory. We have Une upon line, and precept 
upon precept ; thou sendest thy messengers early 
and late, to open and apply thy word ; to give ua 
oa)]a and warnings, directions and exhortations ; 
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and to promote, by all possible means, our edifica- 
tion here, and our salvation for ever. Thou hast 
not been wanting to us, O Lord ; but we have been 
exceedingly wanting to ourselves : for, O ! how 
have we loved darkness rather than light, and cho- 
sen to follow our own foolish and hurtful lusts, ra- 
ther than to be guided by thy blessed word ! So lit- 
tle have we improved the precious talents which 
thou hast put into our hands, that thou may est just- 
ly take away the gospel of the kingdom from us, 
and give it to another people, who shall bring forth 
fruits more worthy of it. Because thou hast called, 
and we have refused : thou hast stretched forth thy 
hands, and we not regarded ; thou mayest leave us 
to our own perverseness and impenitence, to add 
sin unto sin, till our iniquities become our ruin. 

But, O Lord God, mercifrd and gracious ! we 
humbly beseech thee that thou wilt not so enter in- 
to judgement with thy servants ; but in mercy par- 
don all our contempt of thy word, and our abuse of 
all the means of grace which thou hast afforded us. 
And help us for the time to come, to use and im- 
prove such gmcious opportunities to the glory of 
thy name, and the benefit of our own soms. As 
the rain descends from heaven and returns not 
thither, but waters the earth, and makes it fruitfiil, 
so let thy word not return unto thee void ; but let 
it accomplish thy good pleasure, and prosper in that 
whereunto thou art pleased to send it. O make it 
instrumental and effectual to work thy grace, where 
it is not ; and to establish and increase it, where it 
is ; and let it build us all up in the fear and love of 
Grod, and in the knowledge and faith of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

And though we cannot now ftud^xr^ona.^^ xwv^^ 
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of our services this day, that we have duly kept a 
day holy to the Lord ; yet let it not be a lost day 
to us, nor thy word as water spilt upon the ground : 
but let thy good Spirit bring thy word to our re- 
membrance, and cause it to be an engrafted word, 
able and effectual to save our souls. And as we 
have been taught how we ought to walk, and to 
please thee our God, so help us to walk more wor- 
thy of thee ; and to be more ready to every good 
work, which may be pleasing in thy sight through 
Jesus Christ. 

[At his hands, O merclM God, we beg thy gra- 
cious acceptance of our praise and thanksgiving, for 
all the blessings, which thou hast so freely conferred 
upon us, and so long continued to us. Thou hast 
dealt graciously with us, O blessed Lord, and been 
exceedingly kind to us, not only beyond all that we 
had reason to expect, but above all that we are able 
to express. We bless thy name, O heavenly Fa- 
ther, that in so many respects thou hast made us to 
differ from multitudes in the world ; who are desti- 
tute of the comforts of this life, and the hopes of a 
better, which through thy special favour we enjoy. 
We acknowledge thee in all ; and we desire to 
ascribe unto thee all the praise and glory. Par- 
ticularly would our souls now bless thee for the 
mercies which we have experienced this day ; for 
thy house open to us; for the word of salvation 
sounding in our ears, and for thy blessed Spirit 
striving with our hearts. O that we may not re- 
ceive the grace of God in vain ; and that thy mer- 
cies may not be lost upon us ! But let us act more 
worthy of that care and kindness, which we have so 
long and largely experienced ; let us thankfully re- 
ceive, and careAiUy improve thy distinguidiipg fit- 
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vmirs: let us not provoke thee to withdraw thy 
tender mercies from us : hut do thou still continue 
thine accustomed goodness to us; increase and 
multiply thy hlessings upon us ! and rejoice over 
us to do us good.] 

In mercy pardon all which thy pure and holy 
eyes have seen amiss this day, in any of our thoughts 
or desires, our words or actions: pardon our 
neglect of what we should have done, and the guilt 
which we have contracted in all that we have at- 
tempted to do : forgive the iniquities of our holy 
things : and enter not into judgement with us, even 
according to the best of our works and services : but 
overlook all our sins and failings, and imperfections, 
for the sake of our great Mediator and Redeemer ; 
who appears in thy presence, and ever lives at thy 
right hand, to make intercession for us. To Him, 
as the blessed author of our hopes and happiness ; 
and to Thee, who didst vouchsafe to deliver him up 
for us ; and to that blessed Spirit who has revealed 
him to us, be all praise and honour, and glory, 
humbly and heartily ascribed by us, and by all thy 
church, now and for evermore. Amen, 



A SECOND EVENING PRAYER FOR THE LORD's DAY. 

O Lord, thou art good to the soul that seeks thee. 
By numbeiiess invitations, and by all the endear- 
ments of thy love, thou encouragest poor sinners to 
come unto thee. Thou dost not bid us seek thy 
face in vain, or serve thee for nought : thou hast 
pleasure in the prosperity of thy servants, and 
givest not according to our poor impet^ecV. ^etN\cfc'i^> 
but according to thine infinitely licVi oeA \ftxA«t^ 

o 
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mercies : thou givest us eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. It is not any thing iii thy laws, 
O gracious Lord, hut the sinMness of our depraved 
nature, that makes any of them seem grievous to 
us : they are all holy and just, and good, tending 
only to promote our present and eternal happiness. 
Nor is it any thing in thy hlessed service, but the 
indisposedness of our own vile hearts, that makes 
any part of that employment tedious to us, which is 
the work and joy of angels; and which it is our 
wisdom, our honour, our interest, and our happiness 
to perform. Holy God, we are all as an unclean 
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags ; 
nor can we ever hope to be justified in thy sight 
upon the account of any works or worth of our 
own : for by our own hearts and deeds we are re- 
proved and condemned ; and should be left speech- 
less in the judgement, if thou, O Lord, shouldst 
call us to account, according to the merits even of 
our best services. But we desire to take refuge un- 
der the shadow of our crucified Saviour ; and to be 
found in him, not having our own righteousness, 
but that which is by the faith of Jesus Christ ; that 
the shame of our nakedness may be covered, and 
all our Binfal deformities be hid from thine eyes. 
And we entreat thee to forgive us mercifriUy, and 
receive us graciously, and love us freely in the Son 
of thy love, in whom thou art well pleased. 

Command a blessing, we pray thee, O Lord, upon 
the woid, which this day we have heard, and upon 
all the means of grace, that have been used for the 
good of our souls. It is not of him that planteth, 
nor of him that watereth, but of thee our ^od, who 
givest the increase. O be thou pleased to second 
tAe preaching of thy word with the powerfiil in- 
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flnences of thy grace and holy Spirit ; that it may 
be the savour of life to our souls, and the power of 
God to our salvation. O let us so hide thy word in 
our hearts, that we may not (as we have done) sin 
against thee, hut may have it as a treasure within 
us, to aid us in every hour of temptation, and in 
every time of need. Apply it to our hearts, that we 
may walk more humbly and closely with our God, 
ana more conscientiously and circtunspectly before 
thee ; and be so obedient to the holy precepts of 
thy word, that finally we may enjoy the great and 
precious promises contained in it. 

Supply, O Lord, by the immediate teachings of 
thy Spint, the want of thy public ordinances to all 
such as through any imavoidable impediments are 
kept from them. And continue to us, O gracious 
Lord, the light of thy gospel, and all the happy 
opportunities, which we enjoy, for our souls' advan- 
tage. Preserve us also, by thy grace, from the curse 
of barrenness ; and that thine ordinances may not 
rise up in judgement against us. O make them 
now effectual for our good ; cause them to accom- 
plish in us all the purposes of thy grace ; and let 
their sanctifying efficacy shine forth with a con- 
vincing splendour of our lives. 

[And now we give thanks (as we are infinitely 
bound) to thee, O Lord God, our heavenly Father, 
for the mercies of this day ; and for thy great mercy 
and goodness that has followed us all the days of 
our uves. O how wonderfrd is thy patience and 
long suffering, that thou shouldst all day long 
stretch forth thy hands to a rebellious and gainsay- 
ing people ! And how unwearied thy kindness and 
love, that thou still loadest us with benefits XLQ»\.^SfiQL- 
standing our past abuse of them, aiv^. VcK^ttsXft^'^ 
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even the greatest mercies to us, who have deserved 
nothing but judgements at thy hands ! Blessed be 
thy name, O most merciful Father, that thou hast 
defended us from so many dangers in our lives, which 
threatened to destroy us ; and delivered us out of 
so many troubles, imder which we should have sunk 
and perished, if Uiou hadst not been nigh to us and 
done great things for us^ We bless thee for our 
health and plenty, peace and liberty ; for the use of 
our reason, limbs, and senses ; and for the comforts 
of all thy good creatures; for the kindness of 
friends, and safety from our enemies ; for the bene- 
fits and refreshments of society, and the success 
and prosperity of our affairs in the world. But 
above all, we bless thee for the mercies and bles- 
sings relating to the world to come ; for Jesus 
Christ, and afl spiritual blessings in heavenly things 
in him ! for remembering us in our low estate, and 
sending eternal redemption to us by the hands of 
thy dear Son; for the light and direction of thy 
word ; for the teachings and strivings, the aids ana 
consolations of thy Spirit ; for all the means and 
helps which we have to do us good: for all thy 
grace wrought in us, and bestowed upon us ; and 
for all the discoveries and hopes of eternal glory, 
which thou hast given to us. O how infinitely in- 
debted are we to the kindness and love of God our 
Saviour ! O that we may ever be sensible and thank- 
frd as we ought ! And with all that thou hast given 
us, blessed Lord, give us hearts filled with thy love, 
and lifted up in thy praise, and devoted to thy 
service. 

We can only acknowledge the debt, which we 

can never pay. We cannot praise thee according 

/£7 the riches of thy grace, and the multitude of thy 
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mercies : but we desire to bless and praise, with all 
the capacities and abilities wherewith thou hast 
blessed us. And help us, O Lord our God, to glo- 
rify thy name, not only in speaking to thy praise, 
but in so entirely devoting ourselves to thy service, 
that we may be thine in faith fiilness, and in the 
sincerity of our hearts, even all the da3r8 of our lives.] 
O make us truly penitent and humbled for all 
which this day we have done amiss ; and make us 
unfeignedly thankM for all the good that we have 
received ; and for all which thou hast, in 9ny man- 
ner or measure, enabled us to do aright. - llie evil 
is from ourselves alone, and to us belongs shame 
and confusion of face for it ; but all the good is of 
thy free grace, and thy mere mercy : and to thy 
blessed name, O Lord our God, be all the praise and 
glory rendered, with the most sensible and gratefid 
hearts, now and for evermore. Amen, 



A Confession of the Sins forbidden^ with Prayer 
for grace to perform the duties enjoinedy in the 
Commandments: (preparatory to the Sacra- 
menty or at any time of httmiliation.J 

Lord, the great and glorious Grod ! against whom 

1 have grievously offended; and who for my sins 
art justly displeased : I know not where to begin or 
end the rehearsal of all my transgressions ; which 
are more than I can remember, and greater than I 
can express. 

Thou art God alone, and there is none beside 
thee. Thou hast an absolute right over me ; and 
thou alone art worthy to be worshipped and served 
by me. But, O Lord, my God ; otl^ex \oi^\>feiv^^ 

03 
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thee have had dominion over me. I have idoHzed 
things in myself, and in this present world ; and 
have set them in the stead of God r either disbe- 
lieving thy being, or forgetting thy presence, or dis- 
liking to retain thee in my thongnts, or living with- 
out mee in the world, I have not improved in thy 
knowledge, answerably to the means of instruction 
wherewith thou hast blessed me» And that I have 
no better knowledge of God, it is my shame ; it is 
altogether owing to my sin^l dulness and neg- 
ligence in that which most of all concerns me. I 
have not had all my expectations from thee, nor m> 
whole dependence upon thee, nor my chief hope 
and delight in thee : but have sought my happiness 
in creature comforts and worldly enjoyments. O 
how have I hardened my heart against the fear of 
thee, who couldest in one moment destroy me, both 
body and soul in hell ! How have I sinned against 
the clear hsht which thou hast caused to shine upon 
me ! And how have I shut my heart against the 
love of thee, my chief good ; notwithstanding thou 
hast been doing me good, and laying &esh obliga- 
tions upon me, with thy renewed favour every day. 

I have conceived injurious, imbecoming thoughts 
of thine infinite greatness and goodness, till I have 
become vain and wicked in my imc^inations ; think- 
ing the most high and glorious God to be even such 
a one as myself. And instead of worshipping thee 
in spuit and in truth, it has been after my own 
fancy and humour; in a fc»rmal, customary manner. 

O what light account have I made of thy great 
name ! And what little zeal have I showed for thine 
honour and glory ! How have I disregarded thy 
word and works, thy mercies and judgements, thy 
caUa and warnings, and all thine offers and iavita- 
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tions ; and either neglected the offices of thy wor- 
ship, or profaned thy holy things, and ahused re- 
ligious duties, to cover my own offences : drawing 
nigh to thee with my mouth, when my heart has 
been far from thee ! 

Thy day I have not remembered as I ought, to 
keep it holy ; but have used as common, what thou 
hast set apart for sacred ; and borne the holy sea- 
son as a burthen, and made bold with thy hallowed 
time, to spend it upon my sloth and lusts, and 
worldly trifles, and carnal indulgences. 

O how have I foiled and sinned in all my rela- 
tions. As a superior, in pride and vanity ; as an 
inferior, in stubbornness and envy ; as a parent and 
child, master and servant, friend and neighbour : not 
dischaiging my duty in any capacity as I ougiit ! 

How careless have I been of my own and others' 
souls ! How passionate and unmerciful, contentious 
and revengeftd ! Bitter in my words, malicious in 
my heart ; tempting some to commit sin ; neglect- 
ing to keep others from the commission of it : and 
not exerting my utmost endeavours to do good unto 
all ! 

Lord ! I am unclean, unclean ! defiled with 
filthy imaginations in my head, and lustfril desires 
in my heart, which have often broken out into cor- 
rupt commimication, and indecent levity, and in- 
temperate living after the flesh. Yea, I have been 
s;mlty of the spiritual whoredom, in forsaking the 
blessed bridegroom of my soul, to cleave to lying 
vanities ; and to keep up that friendship with the 
world, which is enmity with God. 

1 have been unfaithful in the unrighteous mam- 
mon, and not honoured thee with my subatoAs.^ \ 
nor done the good which thou YiaaX laoA^ tgl^ <r«:^<- 
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ble of doing ; but by idleness and injurious en- 
trenching on the rights of others, or by promise con- 
suming my portion on my own lust, I have been a 
sacrilegious usurper of thy good creatures. 

O ! what sinfid liberties have I taken, in speak- 
ing evil of my neighbours ! Using them in my 
words, as I would ill resent to be used : slandering 
and reviling, dissembling or rash judging ; and of- 
ten wronging the truth ; to avenge, to excuse, or 
exalt myself. 

O what a nursery of covetous and carnal desires 
has been this corrupt and wicked heart of mine ! 
cherishing and delighting in evil motions : repining 
at others' welfare ; coveting all to myself, and ma- 
king provision for the flesh, to Mfil its lusts. 

Such sins I have committed against thy holj 
laws : and I have also sinned against thy gracious 
gospel, O Lord ; not acquainting myself with the 
way of salvation by Jesus Christ : but neglecting 
his great salvation ; and disregarding the only Sa- 
viour, whom to know and win should have been all 
my desire ; and in comparison of whom I should 
have accounted all things else but loss and dung. I 
have not been awed by thy threatenings, nor allured 
by thy promises. I have not listened to the calls of 
thy word, nor yielded to the motions of thy Spirit ; 
nor believed thy truths ; nor loved thy days ; nor 
improved the opportunities which thou hast gra- 
ciously set before me. I have even shut my eyes 
against the things of my peace ; and made light of 
all my Saviour's invitations, and of all the wonder- 
ful things which he has done and suffered for the 
salvation of my soul ; taking pleasure in the ene- 
mies of his cross ; little concerned for the success 
of his gospel ; nor laying to heart my own or other 
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sins; nor seriously repenting, nor fervently pray- 
ing; but doing all these things, as if I did them not. 
Such is my heavy charge: this is my heinous 
guilt : O that I may not only confess it, but be 
duly htunbled for it, and lay my mouth in the dust, 
if so be there may be hope ! And is there hope for 
such a great and provoking sinner ? Lord of love, 
thou hast helped many poor miserable souls in a 
low and desperate condition : and many (I believe) 
are now triumphing and praising thee in glory, who 
long and grievously rebelled against thee here be- 
low. Such are the wonders of thy grace ; and thus 
hast thou glorified thyself in seeking and saving that 
which was lost. And is thy hand shortened, that 
thou canst not save, or thy mercy exhausted, that 
thou wilt not hear. O be merciful unto me also, 
even unto me, the chief of sinners. Put me in the 
way where all thy goodness may pass before me : 
and help me to exercise such humiliation and re- 
pentance in thy sight, that thou mayest exercise 
thy pardoning and saving mercy towards my soul : 
and never lay my sins to my charge ; but accept me 
for HIS sake, who, though he knew no sin, was made 
sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in him. Nor do I beg only for the pardon 
of my sins, but also for power to subdue them. For 
thy truth and mercy's sake, let ihy preventing grace 
guard me from temptations in their first approach ; 
and thy assisting grace enable me to withstand 
them^ whenever I am called to the conflict : that so, 
through thine effectual help, I may overcome that 
cruel adversary, who walks about as a roaring lion^ 
seeking whom he may devour. Turn my feet, O 
blessed Lord, to thy testimonies ; and help me vnvtK 
an enlaiged heart, to run the vray oi V)k^ ^iopcossias^- 
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ments. O give me grace to take and choose thee 
for my God ; and to know and trust, and fear and 
love, and serve and worship thee as it becomes me. 
Give me a deep reverence for thy name ; an ardent 
zeal for thy glory ; a devotion and constancy in all 
the duties of thy holy religion ; a conscientious care 
to sanctify thy sabbaths ; and a due veneration and 
affection for all thy holy things. 

Help me also, my God, rightly to discharge all 
relative duties towards my superiors, equals and in- 
feriors, even towards all with whom I have my con- 
versation in the world : that I may give no just of- 
fence to any, but may rather win others by the 
amiableness and excellence of my deportment O 
make me careful of my own and of others' souls ; 
make me peaceable and patient, merciM and kind, 
and studious (as £u: as in me lies) to promote the 
good of all ; make me in all things to love my neigh- 
bour as myself. Enable me to be chaste and con- 
tinent ; pure in heart ; sober and modest in speech 
and carriage ; temperate in the use of thy good 
creatiu*es ; given to prayer, and to all the exercises 
of godliness, that tend to mortify the lusts of the 
flesh. Make me also faithfiil in the imrighteous 
mammon ; contented with my portion ; industrious 
in my calling ; upright in my dealing ; honouring 
thee with my substance ; and doin^ good, and not 
hurt, with that portion which thou hast been pleas- 
ed to bestow upon me. Help me, O righteous God, 
ever to love and own, to confess and maintain the 
truth : candidly to interpret the words and actions 
of others ; not delighting in their shame, but being 
as tender of their reputation, as I would desire they 
should be of mine. And hielp me, O my Lord, to 
Insist the hegmmng^ and first risings of evil motions 
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in my mind, and to keep my heart with all diligence, 
so that it may never harbour or indulge any covet- 
ous or unclean desires. O let me not give my 
mind to earthly things ; nor be carnally minded, 
V which is death ; but spiritually minded, which is 
life and peace. And incline me, O good God, to 
meditate on thy holy laws, yea, to love and keep 
them with my whole heart. 

O make me resolved to live a life of holiness, ac- 
cording to thy blessed will and word. And let me 
not only think and purpose to live godly in Christ 
Jesus, but bring my purposes into actions, my ac- 
tions into habits, and my habits into a uniform 
perseverance ; so enduring to the end, that I may 
be saved. And through the ways of thy holy com- 
mands, O Lord, lead me to the joys of thy heavenly 
kingdom ; that having my fruit unto holiness, I may, 
in the end, attain everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 



A PRATER BEFORE THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD's 

SUPPER. 

O WHAT am I, poor unworthy sinful wretch, that I 
should go to the table of the Lord, and take to my- 
self the portion of his saints ! Great God ! my guilt 
and shame, and fear do pull me back, and make me 
ready to conclude that it would be presumptuous 
and vain for me ever to expect such high honour 
and favour from thy hands. I could not presume 
to make such near approaches to thy divine Majes- 
ty, but that thou art pleased to invite and command 
us to come unto thee. Nor could I ever hope for 
such heavenly blessings at thy ha.uda,0\-«t^,^^'^^ 
it not that thou art infinitely goodaTvdVAw^,^^^'^'^ 
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such as deserve nothing but to be forsaken and ab- 
horred of thee. Instead of stretching forth a scep- 
tre of mercy to invite me to thy table, thou mightest 
with the rod of thy wrath dash me in pieces as a 
potter^s vessel ; and, instead of entertaining me with • 
the bread of life and the cup of blessing, thou 
mightest give me the bread and water of affliction ; 
and cast me into the lowest pit, where I should in 
vain cry for one drop of water to cool my tongue. 

But seeing thou art pleased to command, that 
they who have imdone themselves should come 
unto thee for help ; and hast appointed this sacra- 
ment as a means of conveying to them pardon and 
grace ; and since I so extremely need thy pardoning 
mercy, and thy sanctifying grace, I come. Lord, 
though polluted and unfit to appear before thee; 
and I dare not but come, knowing that I shall be 
undone, if I keep away from thee. I come not. 
Lord, because I am worthy ; but because thou art 
rich in mercy. I come as the hungry to be fed ; 
and as the sick and maimed, to be recovered and 
healed. I come that I may wash in the blood of 
thy dear Son, and be cleansed ; that I may receive 
out of his infinite fulness, all that is wanting in my 
wretched self ; and that I may so touch my Saviour, 
as to derive virtue from him to heal my infirmities, 
and to fit me for thy service. 

O that I may come in the humblest manner, with 
all reverence and godly fear; and with the most 
earnest longings after Christ Jesus ; and the heart- 
iest resolutions to live upon him, who, of his infi- 
nite mercy, was pleased to die for me ; and do thou 
instruct me, O Lord, and assist me in the examina- 
tion, and preparation of myself; in order that I 
may safely and comfortably partake of this holy or- 
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dinance. Before I compass thine altar, do thou pu- 
rify my heart by repentance and by faith in the 
blood of our adorable Redeemer. O let me receive 
a crucified Saviour into a broken and contrite heart. 
And make me so willing and obedient, that I may 
derive good from the ordinance, and enjoy in it, not 
only a representation, but a rich participation, also 
of his dying love. O turn in, my Lord, and be not 
as a stranger to the soul that has been purchased by 
thy blood. Enrich thine ordinance with thy pre- 
sence ; that I may find him whom my soul desires 
to love, and whose love is better than wine. Blessed 
Jesus, make thyself known to my soul, in this break- 
ing of bread : and let me receive such life from thee, 
as may enable me to live unto thee : and make me 
know, that thou abidest in me, by the Spirit, which 
thou hast given me. 

Blessed Saviour ! weigh not my merits, but thine 
own : for I have deserved nothing at thy hands but 
wrath : nor could I presume to ask any thing of thee, 
if thou hadst not redeemed me with thy precious 
blood. I can never be worthy of thee ; but thou 
canst give me such views, dispositions, and affec- 
tions, that I may eat and drink worthily, of the 
feast to which I am invited. Come to my help, O 
thou blessed Emmanuel : that I. may participate of 
thy sacred body cracified, and thy precious blood 
shed for us, with such discernment, and reverence, 
and penitence, and faith, and love, and thankful- 
ness, as I ought to do; and may receive these 
symbols of thy love to my present consolation and 
my everlasting salvation. 

O thou that hast prepared a table in this wilder- 
ness, with heavenly provisions for our souls, pre- 
pare my soul, dear Lord, for theae i^TON*\«vQna& % «sv^ 
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givB me spiritual appetite, as well as spiritual suste- 
nance : that as the hart panteth after jbhe water- 
brooks, my soul may pant after thee, O God. Let 
me feel a vehement desire to eat this passover. 
Make me so to open my mouth that thou mayest fill 
my hungry soul with thy good things ; and so to lift 
up the everlasting doors of my heart, that the King 
of glory may come in. Come thou, and dwell in 
my heart by faith : and abide with my spirit to the 
latest hour of my life. 

O make thine ordinance healing, and a savour of 
life to my soul. And make it also a sealing ordi- 
nance, to clear up to me the pardon of my sins, and 
the assurance of thy love. And as thoii sealest the 
covenant of grace, O let me seal the covenant of 
obedience ; and in such a devout and acceptable 
manner come unto thy table, that I may return from 
it with my conscience quieted, my corruptions sub- 
dued, my graces increased, and my soul encouraged, 
with an enlarged heart, to run the way of thy com- 
mands. 

Ah, Lord ! to whom should I repair but unto thee 
my life, my strength, and my Redeemer ! O thou 
that caUest unto thee the labouring and heavy laden 
sinners, help me so to come to thee, that in thee I 
may find rest for my soul. Thou that hast commanded 
us to break our bread to the hungry, O break the 
bread of life, to all of us that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness : and give us, O Lord God our hea- 
venly Father, evermore give us this bread. And 
since thou art pleased still to continue to us the 
hberty and advantage of this ordinance to nourish 
and revive our souls, O work in our hearts a higher 
esteem for it, and a greater love to it. And in our 
preparaiionA before we eat and drink at thy table. 
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in our communicating there, and our conversation 
after, O teach and help us to act as becomes the re- 
deemed of the Lord, and the living members of Je- 
sus Christ. 

Hear me, O Lord my Grod, and forgive me ; bless 
and direct me, quicken and assist me, in the work 
now lying before me : and deal graciously with me, 
that I may discharge all my offices heartily as to the 
Lord, and with good acceptance in thy sight, through 
Jesus Christ, thy beloved Son, my oi3y mediator 
and advocate, ^men and Amen, 



Some devout JEJaculations and Elevations of the 
Soul^ before receivmg at the Lord^a Table, 

I. Blessed be my God, that again is pleased to call 
me to the reconciliation feast ; and after all my 
breaches with him, and all my offences against him, 
yet to grant me a new indulgence ; and to seal my 
pardon afresh in the precious blood of his dear Son, 
that was shed to take away the sins of the world. 

II. At thy gracious invitation. Lord, I am bold to 
come, looking for that blessed benefit, which I know 
myself so \mworthy to receive ; that thou mightest 
justly bar up the doors of mercy against me, and 
withhold thy saving good from me. But thy mer- 
cies, blessed God, are not to the deserving and wor- . 
thy, but to the miserable and needy. O let me find 
them, (needy and miserable as I am) according to 
the hches of thy boimty, and according to the great- 
ness of my necessity. 

III. I have no might for this great work : but I 
will go in thy strengh, O Lord, my God. Giv^ TSNft> 
I beseech thee, the dispositions) viVv:^ MJtissv^. «^- 
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provest ; and work in me what thou requirest from 
me. O let me find thj hand upon me, thy help 
with me^ and thy grace sufficient for me. 

IV. O that I may see thy power and thy glory, 
so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary ! That I 
may share in the heavenly entertainment of thy 
children, and eat and drink in thy presence that 
hread of life and that cup of blessing, which may be 
the life of my soul, and make my heart glad with 
the joy of thy salvation. 

V. what shall I do at thy house, and thy table. 
Lord, if thou dost not appear to receive and enter- 
tain me ? O that thou wouldest, in wonderful con- 
descension, bow the heavens and come down ; and 
make me experience thy presence with me, and the 
power of thy Spirit upon me : and that loving-kind- 
ness of thine, which is better than life ! 

VI. let not the great Lord and lover of souls, 
keep off as a stranger to my soul ; but look forth at 
the windows, and show himself through the lattice, 
and remember me in saving mercy, where he feeds, 
and where he makes his flock to rest : and let me 
now taste, and see (to the satis&ction of my soul) 
how good the Lord is. 

VII. I desire to take shelter \mder the shadow of 
my Bedeemer's wings ; and to be found in Christ 
Jesus, clothed with that righteousness of his, which 
is sufficient both to atone for all my guilt, and also 
to fill up all my wants ; yea, to make me complete 
in the sight of God, and meet for the felicity of his 
chosen. O God of all grace ! give me, I beseech 
thee, a saving interest in that great redemption, 
which thy beloved Son has purchased for a ruined 
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world ; that my soul may magnify the Lord, and my 
spirit may rejoice in God my Saviour. 

VIII. O thou that art able to do it, bring me into 
the bonds of the covenant : and let me voluntarily 
and cheerfully enter into it ; not as one who is 
averse to the terms that it proposes, but as one who 
longs to enjoy the blessings which it offers. 

IX. O make me willing in the day of thy power : 
and may I this day experience, Lord, the powerful 
workings of thy blessed Spirit, to open and en- 
large my heart, and to make me ready and lit to re- 
ceive him who stands at the door and knocks, even 
to receive into my soul Christ Jesus the Lord. 

X. how unworthy am I, Lord, that thou 
shouldest come under my roof; unworthy to eat the 
crumbs that fall from thy table ! But thine infinite 
merits can cover all my sins and un worthiness ; and 
recommend me to the just and holy Majesty of hea- 
ven, even as if I had not sinned. O deal graciously 
with me, my Lord and my God, I beseech thee ; 
and forgive, and heal, and help me ; and exercise 
thy power and pity towards me ; and come into my 
soul, with all the blessings and consolations which 
thou hast taught us to expect at thy hands. 

XI. Lord ! my soul is polluted and unclean : 
but thy precious blood can cleanse me from all my 
sins and defilements ; and make me a fit habitation 
for thy holy Spirit. O speak thou the word, and I 
shall be clean and whole ; and my soul shall Uve, 
and for ever bless thy name. 

XII. Assist me mercifiilly, Lord, in my designs 
and endeavours to obtain the blessed fruitions, 
whereof thou hast made me capable. O forgave nv^ 
unworthiness ; cover my sitva •, laaV^ tjo^ \\i!M:a»!6«^ \ 
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quicken my dulness ; prepare me for thee ; draw 
me unto thee ; bring me into the enjoyment of thee : 
let me possess thee noWy as ^ as my poor capacity 
will admit of, and hereafter ^ in all thy fulness for 
ever and ever. 

XIII. O that thine ordinance now may be the 
means of my establishment ! Let it impart unto my 
soul, out of the Mness of Christ Jesus, grace suffi- 
cient for me. Let it be the means of rendering me 
lively and constant in the discharge of every duty. 
And what I have not in myself. Lord, do thou give 
me : and what I am not of myself, do thou make 
me, for thy own mercy's sake. Ameny Amen, 



SOME DEVOUT EJACULATIONS AND ELEVATIONS OF 
THE SODL, AFTER RECEIVING AT THE LORD's TABLE. 

I. Glort be to thee, O Lord our God, that in our 
extreme need of a Redeemer, thou hast made such 
gracious provision for our souls ; that thou hast sent 
thy Son to die for our sins, and to save us, after we 
had destroyed ourselves. Blessed be thy name, that 
he who offered himself upon the cross for us, is 
pleased to offer himself at his table to us ; there have 
I been tasting the fruits of his love, and receiving 
my share among the redeemed of the Lord. bless- 
ea be God for so great a mercy ! 

II. I bless thee, my God, for the mercies of a Sa- 
viour ; without which all other mercies would be of 
no avail, would do me no good. I bless thee, that 
thou hast not withheld thy Son, thine only Son &om 
us; but hast given him to be the propitiation for 
oursmB, and me life and food for our souk. 
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III. I sat down under his shadow, and his fruit 
was sweet to my taste. I have been entertained at 
the table of the Lord ; and there his banner over me 
Was love. It was love that gave me the Saviour 
whom I have been receiving : and the opportunity 
to rest and feast my soul upon him. 

IV. Betum to thy rest, O my soul, for the Lord 
has dealt bountifully with thee. Thy life is given 
thee at his hands, who forgiveth all thy sins, and 
healeth all thy diseases ; and not only redeems thee 
from destruction, but crowns thee with loving kind- 
ness and tender mercies ; and satisfies thy mouth 
with good things, even with pardon and peace, yea, 
with the riches of his grace, and the pledges of his 
glory. 

V. Blessed be my God, for that bread which came 
down from heaven, to give life unto the world. 
And blessed be thy name, O sracious Lord, for my 
share in this highest expression of thy wonderfrd 
love and boimty. 

VI. Eternal thanks and praise be unto thee, O 
blessed God, my Saviour, for all thy glorious achieve- 
ments, in laying the sure foundation for our hope, 
and everlasting consolation. 

VII. Thou hast loved us, and redeemed us, and 
washed us from our sins in thine own blood. And 
O how infinitely indebted am I to thy mercy, that 
thou callest me to this sweet heavenly entertain- 
ment; which thou hast purchased and provided for 
us at so great a price ! 

VIII. O make me more sensible of thy love,'and 
more thankful for all its blessed effects. And let 
me now find the happy fruits of stieu^lv «xA xfe- 
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purposing to live to thy gloiy ; that I may show my 
thankfulness for thy henefits, hy my obedience to 
thy precepts. O keep me mindful of the vows which 
are upon me : and help me to live, as having my 
holy Iledeemer now dwelling in me. 

And as I have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
enable me to walk in him ; to walk more worthy of 
the Lord unto all well pleasing ; to walk in love, as 
Christ hath loved us ; and to go on in the strength 
of what I have received from thee, following after 
holiness, and perfecting it in thy fear. 

As I have eat and drunk the sacramental bread 
and wine, to the nourishment and refreshment of 
my frail body ; so let the body and blood of God my 
Saviour nourish and sustain my immortal soul unto 
life eternal. 

And O that the sacrifice of Christ Jesus (that 
sacrifice of himself which he offered upon the cross, 
and which I have this day been commemorating at 
thy table,) may atone for all the failings and defects 
of my preparations and performances ! and that, up- 
on the account of that grand propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world, I may be spared, and ac- 
cepted with thee, my God ! O grant it, I beseech 
thee, through him that loved us, and gave himself 
for us, even the Son of thy love, the great lover of 
our souls : for whom, and to whom, with thy eternal 
self and holy Spirit, be all thanks and praise, and 
honour and glory, ascribed of me, and of all thy 
church, now and for evermore. Jtmen, 
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A PRATEB FOR GRACE TO RESIGN, AND GIVE UP OUR- 
SELVES TO GOD. 

O MT great and glorious Maker and Eedeemer, my 
continual Preserver, my only Lord and Ovmer ! 
Thine I am every way, by all the ties of duty and 
love. I am not at my own disposal ; for thou hast 
formed me for thyself; and dearly ransomed me, af- 
ter I had destroyed and sold myself. I have been 
solemnly devoted to thee, and have vowed to re- 
nounce all tempters that would rival my blessed 
Lord ; and obediently to serve thee, my God, and 
to walk in thy holy ways, all the days of my life. 
Nor is this a matter of duty only and obligation, but 
it is my honour and interest, my highest perfection, 
and my greatest bliss. 

But with confusion and remorse I must acknow- 
ledge, Lord, that I have sacrilegiously alienated 
myself from thee, and most foolishly and wickedly 
forsaken thee, to serve other lords ; yea, to be un- 
der the power and servitude of my own vain hu- 
mours and sinful passions ; not concerned so much 
to honour thee, as to please myself; as if I were al- 
together my own, and had no Lord over me. O my 
God ! forgive, and mortify in me, this wicked and 
pernicious selfishness : and let me no longer un- 
justly withhold myself from thee ; nor madly ex- 
pose myself to ruin, by living in the world without 
thee ; nor vainly hope to unite the inconsistent 
services of God and mammon : but make me so 
mindful both of my duty and happiness, as willingly 
and cheerfully to devote myself to the blessed Au- 
thor of my being : that so I may both anawet tk<s^ 
end for which I was made, and al^o a\.\;Kax VN\a Vv:^- 
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piness whereof I am capable. Seeing that all who 
are far from thee shall perish, as branches cut from 
the living root that feeds them ; and that I have no 
sufficiency in myself, but derive all my good from 
union with my God ; I am convinced, O Lord, that 
I ought to yield up myself to thee, by my own free 
choice, and voluntary act. O bring me to this sur- 
render of myself to thee ; and make me faithfrd and 
hearty in it 

My Lord, break all the ties that detain me from 
thee ; and take me for thine own : yea, keep and 
continue me in thy fear and love, to my life's end. 
And upon my mind and memoiy, upon my will and 
affections, upon my heart and conscience, write. 
Holiness to the Lord : and every wav make me 
willing to be wholly thine. Let thy will ever be a 
law to me in all things : and melt down this stub- 
bom will into a ready compliance with thy holy 
pleasure. O let me love what thou lovest, and hate 
what thou hatest. Let my soul and body, and all 
the faculties and powers of both, be imder thy con- 
trol, and be employed to thy glory. Let all that I 
am, and all that I^ have, be thme ; not in pretence 
only, but in deed and in truth. And never let me 
think it hard to renounce all for thee, who art infi- 
nitely better to me than ten thousand worlds. 

O help me so sincerely to deny myself, that I may 
own no guide and ruler, but my great Lord and 
Proprietor : that my eyes may be ever towards thee, 
and my whole dependence upon thee ; and that in 
all things thou mayest ever oe regarded, and pre- 
ferred, and glorified by me through Jesus Christ 
Amen. 



PRATSB AND HUMILIATION FOR A PUBLIC FAST-DAT. 

(See also Page 55, j 

O LoBD GrOD, glorious in holiness, and of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity without abhorrence of 
it, and indignation against it ! How shall man, sin- 
fid man, that drinks iniquity like water, appear be- 
fitte thee ! And how shall we, vile and frail, pollu- 
ted and depraved as we are, show ourselves in the 
presence of such a just and holy God as thou art ! 
When we look upon thy perfect law, and see what 
we should be, what manner of persons in all holy 
conversation and godliness; and. when we reflect 
on our own hearts and Hves, and find what we are, 
how wanting in our duty, and how contrary to what 
thou requirest of us ; we cannot come into thy 
presence, Lord, without confusion of face, and 
anguish of soul, and remorse of conscience, to think 
how foolishly and wickedly we have acted ; and how 
ahject and wretched we have made ourselves. 

Besides that we brought with us a corrupt na- 
ture into the world, full of strangeness to thee, our 
Grod, and full of enmity against thy holy, good, and 
righteous laws ; we have misspent the most of our 
time here in a neglect of thy work, and in disobedi- 
ence to thy word; daily multiplying our offences 
against thee, as thou hast multiplied thy blessings 
unto us. O die precious time that we have lost, the 
means that we have neglected, the mercies that we 
have abused, the calls and warnings, the offers and 
invitations, that we have disregarded ! What httle 
regard have we had of thee ; what little fear of of- 
fending thee ! Alas ! O Lord, nv« Yivi^ ^^nq>^^ 

1 
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insulted thy glorious Majesty, and daringly trampled 
upon thy holy laws. 

O the crying sins and abominations that prevail 
in every place ! [The swearing and drunkenness, the 
pride and uncleanness, the cruel enmity and injus- 
tice, the corrupt commimication and imgodly con- 
versatiou whereby God is bo greatly dishonoured 
and provoked every day.] And how large a 
share have we had in adcUng to the public guilt! 
sinning as we have done, in all estates and aSairs, 
in all relations and circumstances of our lives ! And 
not only through weakness and surprise, and the 
violence of temptations ; but many tunes knowing- 
ly, wilMly, and presumptuously ; with a high hand, 
and stiff neck, against thee, our Maker and our 
Judge ! And how sreat a weight have we added 
to aU our other sins, by the hardness of our hearts 
and our impenitent continuance in our sins ! com- 
mitting great sins with little remorse, little penitent 
concernment for all the evils whereof we have been 
guilty ! Yea, Lord, how unsuitable still are our 
hearts and lives to those holy rules, which thy 
word gives us in charge to follow ! So much is there 
still amiss with us, and wanting in us, that it is of 
thy great mercy we are not consumed : it is because 
thy compassions fail not, that we have still these 
opportunities, to humble ourselves before thee, and 
to cry for mercy. 

We have not glorified thee,. O Lord, in bearing 
fruits of hohness answerable to thy revealed will ; 
but we desired to give glory to God, in confessing 
our sins, and humbling our souls, and acknowledg- 
ing our desert : and more especially would we ad- 
mire and magnify the riches of thy grace, which has 
spared us so long a time, and showed us such mar- 
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Villous kindness stiU, notwithstanding all the high 
provocations of our sins. Lord, we have heard (and, 
blessed be thy name, we have found) that the King 
of heaven is a merciful king ; that with thee, our 
Grod, there is mercy; that our sins, though great 
and manifold, may be pardoned ; and that our souls 
may yet be recovered, and healed, and saved. O help 
us so to judge and condemn ourselves, that we may 
not be judged of the Lord, and condemned with the 
world. Lay not our sins to our charge ; but put 
them to the accoimt of thy Son, our Saviour, whom 
thou hast given to be the propitiation for our sins ; 
and in whom thou art reconciled to a guilty world. 
For his sake, O good Lord, give us repentance and 
pardon for all the sins whereby we have offended 
thee ; whether they be our sins of omission, or com- 
mission ; our sins of weakness or wil^lness ; our 
Rulings or presumptions ; our sins of ignorance, or 
such as we have committed against light and know- 
ledge ; gracious Lord, hiunble us duly under the 
sense of them, and absolve us thoroughly from the 
guilt of them. O set our sins in order before us, 
and make us to know our transgressions; make 
every one of us to search and try our ways, that we 
may turn to the Lord, and bring forth fruits meet for 
repentance. May we not only loathe ourselves in 
our own sight for all the evils whereof we have been 
guilty, but also loathe, as much as ever we have 
loved, the things which have displeased thee. O 
that we may forsake our sins, not only in the out- 
ward commission, but in the inward ejection ; not 
reserving to ourselves any sin or lust to be spared, 
but keeping at a distance from every evil and ac- 
cursed thing ; cleansing ourselves from aQ filtbmfi«& 
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of flesh and spirit, and endeavouring to perfect holi- 
less in the fear of God ! 

We have been accessary to the accumulated hei- 
nous guilt that endangers us all, and calls for judge- 
ments on the land. O that we may now contribute 
our help, by the humiliation of our souls and the 
reformation of bur lives, to save our nation ; and to 
turn away the anger which is gone out against us, 
that we perish not ! Save us, O Lord, from our 
sins, which are the enemies of our own house ; more 
mischievous to us than any other evils or enemies 
abroad. O pour out a spirit of serious repentance 
and reformation upon the whole nation ; to heal the 
distempers of our souls, to curb the disorders of our 
hves, and to recover the decayed power of godliness 
in the land : yea. Lord, prepare and dispose us, not 
only for thy temporal mercies, but for the mercy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. Help us so 
to turn from the evil of our ways, that thou mayest 
turn from the fierceness of thy wrath, and cause 
thine anger towards us to cease. O that we may 
fear the rod, and him who has appointed it ! and so 
prepare to meet thee, in the way of thy judgements, 
that thou mayest have thoughts of peace towards us, 
and not of evil ; to give us an expected end, and 
the desired issue out of all our troubles. 

Thou canst show us great and mighty things, 
which we know not, and canst exceed all our ex- 
pectations, as well as our deservings, by thy boun- 
tiful favours: and though thou mightest make us 
know the worth of slighted mercies, by the want of 
them, and deprive us of all the good which we have 
so greatly abused, yet, O how do the promises of 
thy word, and the frequent experience which we 
have had of thy mercy, encourage us still with hope 
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to look unto ova 6od^ and to wait for the salvation of 
the Lord ! O how long (in all our provocations) 
hast thou spared us 1 And how often (in our dis- 
tresses) sent a wonderful redemption to us ! To thee 
who hast helped and delivered, we still look for 
help and delivetance. O our God ! arise and help 
us, and deliver us, for thy mercy's sake ; for the 
sake of that mercy which first made us thy people, 
and still has owned us for thy peculiar care. O do 
not abhor us, nor forsake us, for thy name's sake ; 
but be jealous for thy land, and pity thy people. 
Turn us a|;ain, O Lord God of hosts, and cause thy 
&ce to shine, and we shall be saved. 

But^ O our God, if thou dost not see fit to turn 
away the evils firom us, prepare us for them, and sup- 
port us imder them, and bring us out of them puri- 
fied as gold ! Let us not sink and pensh in our 
calamities, but receive spiritual good from temporal 
evils ; and find the light momentary afflictions to 
work for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. And though thou shouldest feed us with 
bread of adversity, and water of affliction, yet let 
not our teachers be removed into comers : bring us 
not under a famine of the word ; nor give us over 
to the formality of a lifeless profession : but whilst 
thou continuest to us the means of grace, con- 
tinue thy blessing upon them, and sena not leanness 
withal into our souls. Though thou permit the 
floods and storms to arise ; yet fortify us so by thy 
grace, that we may not be moved by any of the af- 
flictions; nor turn the advantage of sufiering for 
thee, into an occasion of falling from thee. 

Seeing the truth itself will not make us free if we 
are not true to it ; nor the purest religion be our de- 
fence if we continue to walk unwoitVi'^ ol ova \\<2k- 
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fession ; O help us, Lord, to rid our hands and our 
hearts of all the accursed things, that provoke thy 
wrath and indignation against us. Let us wisely 
consider of thy doings, and know the time of our 
visitation: give us grace that we may hearken to 
thy calls, and take thy warnings, and improve thy 
mercies, while we have them : let us now follow the 
conduct of thy good providence, and comply with 
all the gracious methods which thou art using to re- 
claim us, that we may he delivered from the evil to 
come, and be for ever happy in thy presence. 
Hear, Lord, and answer us for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen, 



CONFESSING AND PRAYER FOR THE EVENING OF A 

PUBLIC FAST-DAY. 

O Lord most high and holy, the God of all power 
and glor}', against whom we have greatly sinned, 
and who by pur sins hast been highly provoked ; we 
are under a necessity still to come and appear before 
thee ; nor dare we keep away from thee. But O ! 
with what confidence can we look up to the Majesty 
of heaven, whom we have so much offended ? 

Well may we be abashed and struck down, to be- 
think ourselves of all the evil that we have done, 
and all the sins of heart and life which we still com- 
mit : when we remember, O Lord, and consider thy 
perfect understanding of every particular, thy holi- 
ness to hate, thy justice to requite, and thy power 
to punish every wicked thing, we are even con- 
founded before thee. 

We fall down, and humble ourselves at thy foot- 
stool, O blessed and glorious God, confessing the 
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grievous guilt of all our sins, and our just desert of 
thy heavy judgements. For we cannot but own 
ourselves to be some of those degenerate children 
whom thou hast nourished and brought up, and 
that have rebelled against thee. Yea, the very for- 
bearance which thou hast exercised, has embolden- 
ed us to sin the more against thee. 

Holy Father! we are filled with confusion, to 
think how inconsistent we have been with ourselves : 
we call ourselves children of God, members of 
Christ, and heirs of glory ; we profess to take the 
gospel as our rule, and to believe all the great eter- 
nal things contained in it ; and yet we walk, as if we 
did not know the privileges that we enjoy, or re- 
gard the relations in which we stand : alas ! how 
imsuitable is this conduct to our profession ! 

Surely this may not only fill our faces with shame, 
but our hearts with dread ; lest our very profession 
of thy holy religion should rise up in judgement 
against lis, to aggravate our condemnation. 

We have been vain and carnal, proud and un- 
thankful in our health and prosperity ; and sullen 
and froward, mumiuring and desponding in seasons 
of adversity. The kindness that should have allured 
us unto thee, and encouraged us the more faithfully 
and cheerfiilly to serve thee, has caused us rather 
tOxbe forgetfiil of thee, and to wax wanton against 
thee. And the correction that should have driven 
us out of sins, and hastened us to flee for the life of 
our souls, has but put us out of patience, and filled 
us with prejudice against thy righteous hand, and 
with hard and unworthy thoughts of our God. In this 
manner we have held fast our sins, notwithstanding 
all thy various methods to alienate us from them. 
^ Yea, to thee, O Lord, who sft«t^\\^%\. NJafc \«wsJv^ 
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and triest the reins, we must acknowledge and be-^ 
wail the sins of our hearts and minds; our vain 
thoughts and proud imaginations, our impure and 
covetous desires, our envious and malicious pro* 
jects. These have corrupted the fountain, and de- 
filed the habitation of thy blessed Spirit. These are 
the seeds and roots of all the other evils in our 
lives ; and render us even as criminal in thy sight, 
as if we had outwardly acted, what we have thus in- 
wardly devised. These vile inchnations, this prone- 
ness to evil, (this approving of it, consenting to it, 
delighting in it) carries so much guilt and malignity 
along with it, that even for this, thou mightest 
justfy abhor us, and condemn us in that day when 
thou shalt judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ. 

Thus we must criminate and arraign ourselves 
before thee; confessing that iniquities prevail 
against us, and that our sins still retain in great 
measure the ascendant over us ! Still we are offend- 
ing our holy Lord; and still we carry in us the 
corrupt nature, the carnal mind, which are at en- 
mity against God, and which justly expose us to thy 
heaviest displeasure. 

. We read of such as cannot cease from sin : and 
such, Lord, thou knowest us in a great measiure 
to be ; that have brought ourselves under the sad 
necessity of sinning agamst thee ; and so entangled 
our guilty souls in the tempter's snare, as to be ta- 
ken captive by him, even at his wiU. 

We call to mind with shame and remorse, how 
we have provoked thee to jealousy, and afih>nted 
thy glorious Majesty by the frequency of our sins, 
and the heinousness of our offences. 

But though we are constrained to acknowledge 
what great and provoking sixfiiers we have been^ 
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yet O how superficial and hypocritical has been our 
repentance ! Even when we talk of humiliation, 
and pretend to it, and argue for it, O Lord, thou 
knowest how seldom we have engaged in it, and 
how slightly we have performed it, even on the 
days that were more especially set apart for it. How 
hard and unrelenting have been our hearts ! and 
how loth and backward have we been to this most 
needM work ! 

O merciful God! humble us, for that we have 
been no more humbled ; and lay not to our charge 
the sins of those services, which we have so ill per- 
formed. And seeing that unrepented sins are the 
cause of thy dreadful judgements, O that the fear of 
thy judgements may drive us out of all such sins ! 
And when the wratn of God is revealed from heaven 
against them, O let us not dare to continue in them. 
When the axe is laid to the root of the tree, and 
thy hand is lifted up, as ready to execute vengeance 
upon us, O that we may be so warned as to be re- 
claimed ; and bring forth such fruits meet for re- 
pentance, that we may not be hewn down and cast 
into the fire, nor die and perish in our sins ; but 
may find a way of escape, and mercy from the 
Lord, and grace to help in every time of need. 

And the Lord in mercy pity our frailties and in- 
firmities, and forgive us all our sinfiil neglects and 
iniquities. And for what is still wanting in us, O 
be thou graciously pleased to accept the fall and 
perfect merits and righteousness of thy dear Son, 
our most holy Saviour : and let his precious blood 
be heard speaking for us, where we have nothing to 
say for ourselves ; and where we are so imworthy 
to be heard on our own account. 

Be merciful, God, to this am&A i«.V\o\v,^^V^^ 
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80 long . enjoyed, and so much abused, thy rich 
blessings, and still goes on to provoke thee daily. 
O forgive the many crying sins for which thou 
mightest justly abhor us, and reject us, and lay us 
desolate, and so forsake us utterly, as to .be fa- 
vourable to us no more. Yet grant us thy grace, 
we beseech thee, so to repent and amend, that we 
may be spared, and saved from all the judgements 
which we have so richly deserved. 

O that aU thy warnings and threatenings and 
chastenings, may not leave us still an unrelenting 
incorrigible people, nor pass over us^ without work- 
ing an humble submission, and unfeigned repent- 
ance in us ! O that we may find reconciliation with 
our God, in humbling ourselves before thee, re- 
turning unto thee, and bringing forth such fruits of 
new and better obedience, as (through the Lord our 
righteousness) shall be favourably accepted by thee. 
Let us not sink under our fears, nor be ruined by 
our sins ; but let us be plucked as brands out of 
the fire ; to survive our dread and danger, and to 
see the good of thy chosen, and rejoice in the glad- 
ness of thy nation, and to glory with thine in- 
heritance. 

And fcur all the mercy which thou hast still re- 
membered towards us ; and for all thy wondei^n^ 
patience with us; and for that continued matter 
and occasion of thankfiilness which we have yet 
daily before us : not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
but to thy name be all praise and glory rendered, 
with humble and gratefiil hearts, by us, and by all 
thy people, now and for evermore. *dmen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE UPON THE OCCASION OF OUR 
BLESSED -saviour's COMING INTO THE WORLD. 

Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power be to 
him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb, 
ior ever and ever ! O Lord God of our salvation ! 
thou hast remembered us in our low estate : thou 
hast raised up a ereat salvation and a mighty de- 
Hverance for us ; mou hast sent thine only begotten 
Son, to heal the sinAil, to help the miserable, aad to 
save the lost. None but thy blessed self, O Lord, 
knoweth the greatness of that gift, which thou hast 
conferred upon us (the greatest that thou couldest 
give, or man receive ;) none can duly estimate thy 
mercy in giving thine only Son, to be our almighty 
Saviour, to dehver us from the miseiies of hell^ and 
to exalt us to thrones of glory. O how wonderful 
have been the designs of thy love, and the counsels 
of thy wisdom ! that thou shouldst recover our lost 
souls, and work for them a salvation so worthy of 
thyself! That he, who is thy fellow, should be man- 
ifested in the flesh, to destroy the works of the de- 
vil ! and that the eternally beloved of thy soul 
should be made the son of man in order that we 
might be made the children of God ! O what man- 
ner of love has the Father bestowed upon us ! how 
infinitely does it exceed all that we can ever say of 
it ! O that all might praise thee, O Lord, for thy 
goodness, and for thy wonderful works unto the 
children of men ! O that we in particular might re- 
ceive this great mystery of godliness with the deep- 
est reverence, and most lively gratitude. Let our 
souls magnify the Lord, and our spirits rejoice in 
God our Saviour ! Yea, for ever b\esa«^\>^ ^<^\i2ii^ 
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God of Israel, that has so visited and redeemed his 
people. 

And now that thou hast laid help upon one that 
is mighty, and found a ransom for us, help us, 
hlessed God, to entertain and welcoine the joyful 
news ; that Jesus Christ is come into the world to 
save sinners. Father of mercies ! prepare our hearts 
to emhrace that thine inestimahle gift. Let him 
who came into the world in the fiUness of time, 
now come into our souls in the i^ness of his grace. 
Let him who was miraculously formed in the vir- 
gin's womb, be spiritually formed in our hearts. O 
thou great Lord and lover of souls ! remember us 
with the favour which thou bearest to thy people ! 
and visit us with the joy of thy salvation. make 
the way of salvation plain before us, that we may 
know where our help lies, and what we must do to 
be saved. And incline and quicken us, O Lord, to 
comply with the eracious designs of thy mercy, and 
to receive with all thankfulness that grace of thine 
which bringeth salvation. O blessed Saviour, be 
thou an effectual Saviour unto us : save us from our 
sins, that thou mayest also save us from the wrath 
to come. Redeem us from all iniquity, that thou 
mayest also redeem us from everlasting misery. 
Thou camest down to earth, to raise us up to hea- 
ven : thou tookest our nature, that we might par* 
take of thine : O let us then experience the mighty 
power of thy grace ! let it heal our depraved na^ 
tures, let it sanctify our sinftil souls, let it make us 
lovers and followers of thy holy ways ; and let those 
good things, which accompany salvation, be multi- 
plied unto us exceedingly tnrough the knowledge of 
our incarnate Lord. Let the great and wonderful 
things which thou hast done for us, in revealing thy 
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salvation, and in opening a door of hope to us^ 
dwell richly in our minds ; and let a sense of thine 
infinite loving-kindness ever constrain ns to love 
and serve thee with all our heart, and mind, and 
soul, and strength: even so, O God and Father, 
for thy dear Son's sake ; to whom, together with 
thyself and the Holy Ghost, Three Persons in one 
glcmous Godhead, he equal and everlasting glory 
Amen, 



a prayer on the occasion of our blessed 
saviour's death. 

O GrOD, the Father of mercies, and of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, through whom every mercy is vouch- 
safed and derived unto us ; thou didst create us af- 
ter thine own blessed imM;e, in a holy and happy 
State : hut we have defaced the work of thy hands, 
and have brought ourselves into a state of alienation 
from thee, and of enmity against thee. Yet thou 
hast not dealt with us as enemies, or left us in the 
sad ruins of our fall ; but hast pitied us when lying 
in our blood, and hast bid us live. Thou hast even 
given thine only begotten Son to die for us, to save 
us from that everlasting death, which is the due wages 
of our sins. Him, most holy Lord God, thou 
sparedst not, that thou mightest spare us, and make 
ns eternal monmnents of thy saving mercy. O 
what amazing unspeakable love is this, that even, 
when enemies, we should be reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son ! But O the cursed nature of 
sin, that needed such an atonement ; and the inex- 
orable justice of my God, that rec^\t^^\\.% «sl^"^^ 

K 
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incomprehensible love of my Saviour, who offered 
it upon the cross ! O that we could bear these 
things always in remembrance ! that we could hate 
sin with a perfect hatred ! that we could stand in 
awe of our God, and fear to offend him ! and that 
we could love that adorable Saviour, who bought us 
at the inestimable price of his own blood ! Most 
blessed God, we desire to bless and magnify thy 
name for revealing to us this stupendous mystery. 
By it we abide ; and upon it we depend for the par- 
don of our sins, and for our whole acceptance with 
thee, both here and for ever. We believe, God, 
that thy dear Son hastily discharged our debt ; and 
that nothing at all remains to be paid by them, for 
whom thou art pleased to accept his infinite satisfac- 
tion. And seeing that there is balm in Gilead, and 
a physician that is able to heal us, O let not our 
souls be unhealed : let not the great things which 
our Lord Redeemer hath done and endured for 
perishing sinners, be lost unto us : but let the same 
be mercifully accepted upon our account, as the 
paymerfof our debt. let not the blood of Jesus 
Christ (as to us) be shed in vain ; but let it purge 
and purify us from all our sins, and make our peace 
with thee, against whom we have so greatly trans- 
gressed : let us be healed by his stripes, and find 
his death unto us a savoiu: of life. 

Though we are sinfril and unclean, yet what pol- 
lution and defilement cannot this fountain, opened 
for sin and uncleanness, wash and cleanse us from ! 
Having therefore such an all sufficient Saviour to 
repair to, let us not be faithless, but believing, that 
Christ is our Lord and our God, who loved and re- 
deemed us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood. that we may know him, and the fellow- 
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ship of his sufiferings, and be rendered conformable 
to his death ! Let the cross of Christ be the means 
of crucifying the world unto us, and us unto the 
world, raraon, O good Lord, all our forgetftilness 
of thee : and make us to know^ more of the love 
wherewith thou hast loved us ; and touch our hearts 
with suet a powerfiil sense of thy love, that we may 
make better returns of love to thee, who hast done 
such great things for our souls. Let us never for- 
get or slight such unparalleled kindness, but be 
constrained by it to live unto him who died for us, 
and rose again. tliat the life which we now live, 
may be by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
us, and gave himself for us ! Let us more and more 
abound in thy love. Blessed Lord ! let the serving 
and enjoying of thee be ever preferred above our 
chief joy. And let nothing in the world ever be so 
dear to us as the name of our adorable Emmanuel, 
who has given the highest demonstration of love, 
that ever could be given to our perishing souls. 
And for what thou hast done for us, be all possible 
glory and honour and praise ascribed unto thee, O 
most blessed Saviour and Redeemer, by all the Is- 
rael of God, both now and evermore. Amen, 



PRAYER AND PRAISE ON THE OCCASION OP OUR 
BLESSED saviour's RESURRECTION. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who, according to his abundant mercy, has 
begotten us again to a lively hope, by the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead. Blessed be he, 
who liveth and was dead ; and behold, he is alive for 
evermore ; Amen : and has the ke'j^ o^ ^^^^ «x\^ 
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of hell. The Lord liveth, and blessed be our rock, 
and let the God of our salvation be exalted. He 
hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows, and 
has wrought eternal redemption for us : with his 
OMm right hand and holy arm hath he gotten him- 
self the victory ; having loosed the pains of death ; 
because it was impossible he should be holden of it. 
Adored be that glorious Sun of Righteousness who 
is risen with healing in his wings ; and hath showed, 
that he is able to save himself; and to save to the 
uttermost all that come unto God through him. 
Our eyes are unto thee, O Lord, our life, our strength, 
and our redeemer, who hast all power in heaven and 
in earth ; to whom nothing is impossible or difficult ; 
who quickenest the dead, even souls dead in sin, as 
well as bodies dead in the grave ; and hast life in 
thyself, to give it to whomsoever thou wilt. O that 
we may know thee, and the power of thy resurrec- 
tion ! Let us find it effectual to raise us out of the 
grave of our corruptions, to newness and holiness of 
life ; that, having part in the first resurrection, we 
may never be subjected to the second death. Speak 
death to our sins, O Lord, that our souls may live, 
and for ever bless thy name. Thou, O Christ, art 
our life ; and in thee is all fiilness of whatever we 
want : give us the life, which thou camest to im- 
part : and let us have it more abundantly. Let us 
have such life from thee, as may enable us to live 
unto thee, and that entirely and cheerfully, even as 
long as we have any life and being. Amen. 
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PBAYER AND PRAISE ON THE OCCASION OF OUR 
BLESSED saviour's ASCENSION. 

Thou art the King of Glory, Christ ! thou hast 
ascended on high, and led captivity itself captive ; 
dragging after thy triumphant chariot thy vanquish- 
ed enemies. Thou art exalted far ahove all prin^ 
cipaUties and powers, and enthroned in the highest 
glory in thy kingdom, where saints and togels, even 
all the host of heaven, admire and adore thee. Be 
thou exalted, Lord, and reign in the greatness of thy 
power and majesty, until thou hast brought all ene- 
mies into subjection under thy feet. But, Lord, 
remember us, now thou art in thy kingdom. O re- 
gard the supplications, and reUeve the necessities, 
of thy poor servants here below. Save, Lord, and 
let the King of Heaven hear us when we call. And 
O that we may feel the powerful attraction of thy 
grace to draw up our minds and desires from the 
perishable enjoyments of this world, to those un- 
speakable and everlasting glories above, where thou 
sittest at the right hand of God. let us lay up 
our treasure, and have our conversation, with thee 
in heaven ; and so love thine appearing, as to be 
ever looking for, and hasting to the coming of that 
blessed day, when we shall be dissolved and be with 
Christ ; that when Christ, who is our Ufe, shall ap- 
pear, we also may appear with him in glory. En- 
able us now to ascend and dwell with thee in the 
constant exercise of faith and love ; that» in the last 
day, we may personally ascend in soul and body, to 
be for ever with the Lord ; there, together with thy 
whole triumphant church, to see and admire, to love 
and bless, to praise and glorify thee, O blessed God 
our Saviour, world without end. Amen, 

K 3 
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A PRAYER ON THB OCCASION OF THE COMING OF 

THE HOLY GHOST. 

O THOU infinite, eternal Spirit, the Lord and giver 
of life, who workest all in all ; and especially workest 
and abidest in the souls oflnen ! pardon, (we be- 
seech thee) all the guilt we have contracted in re- 
sisting thy motions, and quenching the flames which 
thou hast at any time enkindled in our breasts. 
And be pleased so to enlighten our minds, and pu- 
rify our hearts, that we may be fit to receive and en- 
tertain thee, as the guide and comforter of our souls.) 
O thou Spirit of truth, lead us into all truth ; find 
bring all needfiil things out of the word to our re- 
membrance ; and set them home powerfully upon 
our hearts, to influence our lives, and to do us good 
in every time of our need. Whatsoever ^ace is 
lacking in us, O form it in our hearts by thy holy 
Spirit; and establish and increase what thou hast 
already wrought in U3. Excite and stir us up to all 
good; and enable us for the performance of it ; and 
engage us to continue and persist in it. 

O come down. Lord, as fire, upon us, to consume 
our dross, and to make clean our hearts, a.nd enflame 
them with heavenly love; that we may devoutly 
relish thy holy things, and be lively in following thy 
holy ways, be thou a powerful principle of life, 
and light, and love, and of all grace and holiness in 
our souls ; to illuminate our minds ; to spiritualize 
our aflections ; to pacify our consciences ; and to 
bring our souls out of every dangerous, self-destroy- 
ing course, into the paths of righteousness, even to 
that way of life, which is above to the wise, to de- 
part from hell beneath. O blessed Lord, restrain us 
from grieving thy holy Spirit, whereby we are sealed 
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to the day of redemption. And cast us not away 
firom thy presence. Take not thy holy Spirit from 
us. O make us so tractable under his holy motions, 
that we may experience his heavenly consolations. 
And let the joy in the Holy Ghost be more to us 
than all the pleasures of the world. O blessed 
Spirit ! be thou ever with our spirits ; to heal our 
distempers, and help our infirmities, and work migh- 
tOy upon our hearts by thy grace ; until our souls 
are fitted for that glory, which is unspeakable and 
everlasting. Amen, 



A PRAYSB ON THE COliliSliOBATION OF ANY SAINT. 

O Gk)D of all grace, who art pleased to call but of 
this present worid a peculiar people to thyself, and 
to pour out thy Spirit upon them, and to make them 
shme as lights in the midst of a crooked and per- 
verse generation ; and to set them forth as exam- 
ples to the rest of mankind: we bless thy holy 
name, that thou hast not left us destitute of such 
helps and patterns, as might serve to show us how 
practicable is our duty, and what encouragement we 
nave to set ourselves to the performance of it. 
Stir us up, we pray thee, to take that more excellent 
way wherein they (with such happy success) have 
gone before us ; and constrain us to become followers 
of them, as they were of Christ. And seeinc: that we 
are encompassed with so gieat a clond of witaesses, O 
that we may lay aside every weight, and the sin that 
does so easUy heset us ; and run with patience the 
race that is set before us ! Teach and enable us, O 
King of Saints, to make a right improvement of 
those gifts and graces, whereby thy servants of old 
adorned their holy profession ; aud «o l<c^ Ssfi^v^sa^^ 
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their virtues, as to convince the world, that the 
righteous is indeed more excellent than his neigh- 
hour. 

that we may never persecute thy saints, nor 
madly despise those who are as the apple of thine 
eye ; whose great care is to approve themselves 
faithful in thy covenant, and zealous for thy glory. 
May we ever hold such in the highest reputation 
whilst living, as well as count their memories pre- 
cious when they are dead. O heavenly Father, let 
them he dearest to us, that are dearest to thyself. 
And let all our delight he in the saints that are in 
the earth ; of whom the world is not worthy, not- 
withstanding they are so ahused hy the world, as if 
unworthy to live in it. let us not be conformed 
to this world ; nor follow the multitude, to do evil ; 
but be followers of those, who (through faith and 
patience) do already inherit thy glorious promises ; 
and may we so live the life of the righteous, that we 
may also die their death. Help us, O Lord our 
God, so to imitate thy saints here in their holy living, 
that hereafter we may be numbered with them in 
glory everlasting. As we desire and hope for their 
blessed end, let us love and follow their godly 
way ; and make the communion of saints an object 
of our pursuit, as well as an article of our faith. 
Let us be lovers of all good men.; honouring them 
that fear the Lord ; and esteeming them very highly 
in love for their work's sake. And, O Lord, increase 
the number of thy faithful people in all places, and 
add daily to the church those who shall be follow- 
ers of God, as dear children. Let thy kingdom 
come : and thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven : that thy church may grow and flourish ; 
until we, with all thy servants departed in the Lord, 
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meet together in the kingdom of our Father, to live 
in thy presence, and to enjoy thy love, and to glo- 
rify thy name world without end. Amen, 



A PRAYER UNDER ABUSES AND PROVOCATIONS. 

O MOST high and wise, holy and righteous Judge of 
all the earui, the great Author and lover of peace 
and truth : thou knowest my foolishness ; and my 
sins are not hid from thee. How far I have been 
accessary to bring down these troubles upon my own 
head, and how much worse than these I deserve at 
thy hands, is all naked and open before thee. I 
submit, Lord, to thy correction, whomsoever thou 
shalt use as the instrument of thy displeasure. And 
O that the ill-will of men may quicken me the more 
to examine myself for that which is offensive in thy 
sight ; and make me more careful to have my heart 
right with God, and to be approved in thy si^ht. 

But seeing my heart condemns me not in the pre- 
sent case, for bieing the cause of all this wrath and 
clamour, and malice and vengeance, and that I ap- 
prehend myself now to suffer wrongfully; being 
slanderously reported, falsely accused, shamefully 
and despiteMly used, and hated without a cause ; I 
come with boldness to pour out my complaint before 
thee, O God, and to shelter myself under the shadow 
of thy wings. Plead my cause, O Lord, with them 
that strive with me ; and save me from those that 
rise up against me. Though, for my love, they are 
my adversaries, let me give myself unto prayer ; and 
not avenge myself, but rather give place unto wrath, 
and commit my cause to thee, who judgest righte- 
ously. convince my adversaries o^ m^^ ^xt^st. ^H, 
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proach that can make us happy or miserable : though 
we have their good opinion and commendation, 
what are we the better, if we have made thee our 
enemy? And though we are detested by them, 
what are we the worse, if only we have approved 
ourselves to thee our God? Thy word, Lord, 
teaches us, that if we suffer as Christians, we should 
not be ashamed, but glorify thee on this behalf. 
And thine apostiies, who were made as the filth of 
the world and the off-scouring of all things, rejoiced 
that they were counted worthy to suffer i^ame for 
the name of Jesus. Though therefore I pass through 
evil report, as well as good, let me account it but a 
small thing to be judged of man's judgement. And 
if thou, my God, wut have me to be low in the 
, world, yea, even a hissing and proverb of reproach, 
let me not be so much concerned to avoid ue dis- 
grace; as to cut off all just occasion for it ; and to be 
more careful and dihgent in seeking the honour that 
Cometh of God. 

If men speak evil of what they imderstand not, if 
perverse scoffers, walking after their own lusts, op- 
pose and deride me, O let not thy holy religion ever 
sink in my estimation on account of their hard 
speeches or cruel usage : but enable me to look im- 
to Jesus the Lord of glory, who was depised and re- 
jected by those whom he came to save : and let me 
little regard what indignities they cast on me, if 
only I may be thereby rendered more conformable 
to his blessed image. Enable me to follow him in 
meekness and patience : and let my eyes be ever to- 
wards him as the author and the finielier of my faith : 
who having himself despised and surmounted the 
shame, now sitteth on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high ; from whence he shall quickly come, in all 
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the glory of his Father, to judge the world: to 
whose name he all hlessing and praise, world with- 
out end. Amen. 



A PRAYER UNDER CROSSES AND DISAPPOINTMENTS IN 

OUR AFFAIRS. 

MY Lord ! I live hy thee : and on thee I con- 
tinually depend for life and hreath, and all things. 
Thy providence has appointed my station, and or- 
dered whatever concerns me in the world. If not 
so much as a sparrow falls to the groimd without 
thee, and the very hairs of our head are all number- 
ed ; thou canst not be unconcerned in the changes 
and accidents that befall thy servants : and the 
things that appear casual to us, are the appointments 
of thy good pleasure. Restrain me therefore, O 
Lord, from fretting myself in any wise to do evil. 
And help me to take up my cross, and follow my 
meek and lowly Saviour, in self-denial, and in quiet 
submission to the will of my heavenly Father. 

O ! who am I, sinful wretch, that I should never 
be crossed, nor have any thing to trouble me ? Thy 
will be done, O Lord, how much soever my own 
corrupt will may be opposed and mortified. Let 
me desire nothing but the glory of thy name : and 
if thou seest it needful to try me in the furnace of af- 
fliction, enable me to kiss thy rod, and to learn obe- 
dience by the things which I suffer. And O grant 
that the things which disappoint my carnal wishes, 
may indeed be over-ruled for the glory of thy name, 
and for the furtherance of my own welfare in the 
great day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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UNDER ANY GREAT DIFFICULTIES AND ARDUOUS 

AFFAIRS. 

O Lord, thou art a God of knowledge ; thine un- 
derstanding is infinite ; nor art thou ever at a loss 
to eflfect what is best for us. But thou knowest our 
thoughts, O Lord, that they are vain. Our wisdom 
is often at a stand, so that we know not what to do 
for ourselves. At this time especially our affairs 
are entangled ; we are perplexed in our counsels ; 
nor can we find how to extricate ourselves from the 
diflficulties in which we are involved. But a man's 
goings are of the Lord ; how then can man under- 
stand his own way ? his heart may advise his way, 
but the Lord directs his steps : there may be many 
devices in his heart, but the counsel of the Lord, 
that shall stand. If we lean not to our own under- 
standing, but in all our ways acknowledge thee, thou 
hast promised, O Lord, to direct our paths ; and 
when we commit our way to thee, and trust in thee, 
we have thy word, that thou wilt bring it to pass. 
But thou hast pronounced woe to them that take 
counsel, but not of thee ; that cover thee with a 
covering, but not of thy Spirit, and that have not 
asked at thy mouth. 

Our eyes therefore are unto thee, O God ; and to 
thee we seek now for 'wisdom ; that we may be able 
to discern the path of duty. Without thee, O Lord, 
our wisdom is folly : be thou therefore graciously 
present in our coimcils : and let us now be taught 
of God, which way to take, and how to act most 
agreeably to thy blessed will, and most for our pre- 
sent and eternal wel&re : we ask it for Jesus Christ's 
sake, Ameri. 



A PRATBB UNDER LOSSES AND DAMAGE IN OUR GOODS 

AND ESTATE. 

Blessed Lord ! thou art the great Proprietor and 
Owner of all that we possess : the world is thine, 
and the fidness thereof. And whether thou givest, 
or takest away, it becomes us to bless thy name in 
aU. Thou hast made me to abound with many 
things of which others are destitute ; and if thou 
also makest me to want what others aboimd with, 
yet teach me, my God, how to suffer need, as 
well as to abo\md ; and in whatsoever estate I am, 
therewith to be content. And seeing that all things 
come alike to all, and that no one knows love or 
hatred by all that is before him, let me not hastily 
conclude, that thou art my enemy ; but rather hope, 
that thy chastisements are tokens and expressions of 
thy love. Whatever I may lose, let me never 
ffneve, as one that has no hope of better things ; 
but cheerfully commit myself to thee, to choose my 
inheritance for me ; and not be anxious about my 
worldly portion ; so that I may but see the joy of thy 
salvation. And, Lord, repair to me these losses, in 
an infinitely better way, out of thine own fulness, 
with the more precious things that accompany sal- 
vation. Let mo^ Imitate thy servants of old, who 
took jojrfully the spoiling of their goods, knowing 
that they had in heaven a better and an enduring 
substance. O make me now the more sohcitous 
and industrious to lay up treasure in heaven. And 
since I see how little any thing is to be confided in 
here on earth, O let me look less upon these tempo- 
ral things that are seen; and be most of all con- 
cerned about the things that are unseen siivd ^t^^wsnl^ 
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me. O why should a llvmg man complain, a man 
for the punishment of his sins ? Great God ! I hum- 
bly submit to thy hand, and will bear the efiects of 
thy displeasure, which I have brought down upon 
myself. O my Lord, give me patience, and strength, 
and grace, proportionable to this great trial; and 
enable me so to demean myself under it, that, after 
the affliction, I may find cause to say, it was good 
for me to be afflicted. Thou that hast torn and 
smitten, thou alone art able to heal the breaches 
thou hast made. Do thou remember me in my low 
estate, for the sake of that mercy of thine which en- 
dureth for ever : and help me to find out the cursed 
things that have provoked thee so to stretch out thy 
hand upon me. O that I may search and try my 
ways, and turn to the Lord, and bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance. And for his Bake who was 
wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our 
iniquities. Lord, forgive and heal my soid that has 
sinned against thee : and, in thy good time, restore 
my body too, if it seem good in thy sight : and 
make me to hear joy and gladness, that the bones 
which thou hast broken may rejoice. 

If thou wilt, Lord, thou canst make me whole. 
O may it be thy good pleasure now to glorify thy 
power and mercy in my recovery; or, however 
thou shalt dispose of this vile body, grant me, O 
my God, a humble resignation to Hiy will, and satis- 
faction with thy dealings : and make this afflictive 
dispensation, which is so grievous at the present, to 
ha^e a favourable and happy issue. O make it the 
messenger of thy love to my soul, and the means of 
sanctifying and preparing it for the Lord, and of fit- 
ting it to receive all the saving mercies of my God, 
in Jesus Christ. Amen, 
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A fRATER UNDER CONFINEMENT AND LOSS OF 

LIBERTY. 

O Lord my God, infinitely kind and good ! 1 have, 
through thy gracious indulgence, long enjoyed my 
fireedom in the world ; and been permitted to go in 
and out, whither I would, at my pleasure. But now 
that I am under restraint, and confined to this place, 
O how much sorer affliction ought 1 with patience 
to endure, for turning my liberty into licentiousness, 
and for wandering (as I have done) firom thee, and 
wearying myself in the ways of wickedness ! This 
confinement I acknowledge to be but a light correc- 
tion indeed, to one who deserves to be shut up in 
the eternal prison, from whence there is no redemp- 
tion. But for thy dear Son, my blessed Saviour's 
sake, I beg. Lord, that this restraint may be, not in 
judgement, but in mercy to me : that it may bring 
me to timely consideration, and to a deep repent- 
ance for all those sinfiil liberties which I have taken, 
in living afler my own foolish and hurtful lusts : let 
it remove me out of the way of temptations, and en- 
gage me more closely and dutifiilly to attend upon 
thee ; that in thy service I may find a better free- 
dom, than that which I have lost : let me obtain by 
means of it a freer access into thy presence, and 
power to tread down the enemies of my soul, when- 
soever they rise up against me. 

O that now I am sequestered from the world, 1 
may also be crucified unto it ; and may leave it in 
affection, as 1 am shut out from its conversation. 
Let me in heart and mind ascend and dwell above, 
and have my conversation in heaven, and enjoy 
such fellowsnip with thee, my God aTajiS^^Ssssa^*^^ 



MK> ON THE NEWS OF OTHERS' DEATH. 

i>\\a\\ bo iu(\niie1y preferable to all the society and 
ot\ioymoiU8 of the world. If the Son of God shall 
u\(«ko luo tVi'o, I shall be free indeed. O pity me, 
(iod ds I nin, nnd bound with the chain of my sins. 
Driug niY soul out of prison, that I may give thanks 
\uito thv nnme. Set my feet in a large room, that I 
u\nY bo \\i liberty to run the way of thy command- 
luoiits. Then, however confined as to my body, 
ovou though 1 were to lie m a gaol or a dungeon, J 
tthouKl be a prisoner of hope ; looking for that bless- 
ed hope, to be delivered from the bondage of cor- 
niption, into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. I ask this for the sake of him, who was ap- 
prt^hended and confined, and put to death for us, 
and now liveth and reignetli with thy eternal self, 
and holy Spirit, over all, God blessed for evermore. 



A PRAYER UPON THE NEWS OF OTHERS* DEATH. 

O THOU ever-living and all-disposing God ; in 
whose hands our breath is, and whose summons we 
must all obey ! What are we ; what is man, even at 
his best estate, but altogether vanity ! What man is 
he that liveth, and shall not see death ? The great 
and the mean, the wise and the foolish, the evil and 
the good, all yield up the ghost, and go down to the 
grave. Thou art pleased, O my God, to spare me, 
whilst many of my neighbours and acquaintance are 
taken to their long home. Thou leavest me yet a 
living monument of thy goodness, long-suffering, 
and forbearance. O what am I better than others, 
that I should have fiirther opportunities of working 
out my salvation, when others have the things 
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which helong to their peace for ever hid from 
their eyes ? Why have I not long since experienced 
the common lot of all men ? Why have I not been 
called to give up unto thee an account of my stew- 
ardship ? O let me not be as the brutes that have 
no understanding, without mindMness of my mor- 
tality, or consideration of my latter end : but in the 
death of others, let me see, as in a glass, my own 
frail and uncertain state. Let me see that there is 
but a step between me and death ; and that, how- 
ever my days may be prolonged on earth, I must at 
last go to the place appointed for all men living. O 
let me begin to answer the great end of life ; and so 
live, as one that surely expects to die. And when 
ray own turn shall come, may I depart in peace, and 
sleep in Jesus ; having my soul safe in thy hands, 
and my body resting in hope of gloriously rising at 
the last day ; through him who is the resurrection 
and the life, our blessed Saviour and Redeemer Je- 
sus Christ. Amen, 



A PRAYER UPON THE DEATH OP OUR DEAR FRIENDS. 

Great God, the Lord of all ; thou doest whatsoever 
thou pleasest in heaven and in earth ; thou givest, 
and thou takest away : thou raisest up and thou 
castest down : nor can any stay thy hand, or say 
imto thee, What doest thou ? But in all that thou 
doest, thou art wise, and righteous, and good. Thou 
art just in depriving us of those enjoyments which 
we have unworthily idolized, or ungratefully abused. 
Blessed be thy name, therefore, as well when thou 
takest away, as when thou givest. Yet, O Lord, in 
mercy turn these losses to the advstw^ajjsji <i^ 'ox^ 
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the ways of wickedness (as with thorns and briers) 
before me ; that I may loathe, as much as ever I have 
loved, my hateful ways, and never return asain to 
such baseness and folly. And let the rememDrance 
of all my former offences not only lead me to repent- 
ance, but stimulate me to more circumspection and 
watchfulness in future : that I may not live so far 
from thee, as I have done, nor trespass against thee 
any more ; but may pass the time of my sojoumiDg 
here in fear : O grant it for the sake of nim whom I 
have so impiously trodden under foot, and to whose 
Spirit I have done so great despite, even thy Son 
Jesus Christ, my only Mediator and Advocate. 



THE CONVINCED SINNBR's PRAYER. 

Hearken to the voice of my cry, my King, and my 
Grod ! for unto thee will I pray. But wherewithal 
shall I appear before the Lord, and bow myself before 
the most hi^h God, whose holy laws I have broken, 
and whose just displeasure I nave incurred ! I ac- 
knowledge my transgression, O Lord, and my sin is 
ever before me. My iniquities are gone over my 
head, as a sore burthen ; they are too heavy for me 
to bear. When thou with rebukes dost chasten man 
for his iniquity, thou mal^st his beauty to consume 
away like a moth. My sin now has found me out ; 
and that which once I thought too little to be repent- 
ed of, seems now too great to be pardoned. I flat- 
ter myself in my own eyes, till my iniquity is found 
to be hateful. I thought I was rich, and increased 
with goods, and had need of nothing : but now I 
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find that I am wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked ; so that there is nothing but 
disorder and ruin in my soul. I have undone my- 
self: but to work my own recovery, I have no siif- 
ficiency. O how wicked have I been to harbour the 
mind, and allow myself in the way, which is enmity 
affainst God! How ignorant, yet how confident! 
How vile, yet how arrogant ! In what need of mercy, 
yet how mimercifiil ! How sinM, yet how impeni- 
tent ! How bold in the sins where conscience re- 
proved me ; but how indifierent in the cause where 
thy good Spirit encouraged me ! Oh the spoils, and 
ruins, and desolations which iny sins have made in 
my soul ! How darkened has been my mind ; how 
perverted my will ; how sensualized my affections ; 
how disordered my passions; how hardened my 
heart ; and how mad have I been in cleaving unto 
things displeasing to my God, and destructive to my 
soul ! 

Vain would be the attempt to hide any thing from 
thee, who fiUest heaven and earth. What shall I 
say unto thee. Lord ? I scarcely know how to speak 
any thing bad enough of myselfl O woe is me, 
that I have done so fooUshly and wickedly ! Whither 
shall I betake myself, seeing that against thee, O 
Lord, I have so sinned, and done such evil in thy 
sight ! Thou art the offended Majesty, out of whose 
reach I cannot escape ; and whose judgements I 
can never be able to endi^. A guilty consciousness 
makes me afraid to come unto thee : yet I know 
there is nothing but certain destruction if I keep 
away from thee. And though there is no peace to 
the wicked, whilst he continues in his sins, yet if 
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts, and return to lYvft ljOt^\ wj^'tsi- 
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upon my heart, for which I may have cause to glo- 
rify thy name for evermore, jlinen. 



A PRAYER UNDER THE DREAD OF OOD's WRATH AlO) 
EVERLASTING DAMNATION. 

Lord, the great and dreadful God, against whom 

1 have greatly sinned! and who for my sins art 
justly displeased ! when I consider the holiness of 
thy laws, and the strictness of thy justice ; and 
when I reflect upon the heinous and innumerahle 
sins of my heart and life ; my flesh trembles for fear 
of thee, and I am afraid of thy judgements. O who 
may stand in thy sight, when once thou art angry ? 
Who can bear up for ever, under all the vials of thy 
wrath when they shall be poured out to the utter- 
most; when thy mercy shall be clean gone, and 
thou shalt cast off, and be j&vourable no more ? 
Yet would that be my woeful portion, if thou, O 
Lord, shouldst enter into judgement with me : I 
could then hope for no better, but to be deprived of 
all the comforts of this life, and to be delivered into 
the bitter pains of eternal death. But though the 
just wages of my sins be death, yet the gift of God . 
is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. O for 
his dear sake, who has satisfied thy justice, and 
appeased thy wrath, and suffered and died once, that 
we might not sufler and die for ever, even for thy 
Son's sake, O God and Father, have mercy upon 
me, a miserable sinner : from thy wrath, and from 
everlasting damnation, good Lord, deliver me. And 
help me, in the fear of thee, my God, to flee from 
the wrath to come ; and to rid my hands, and my 
heart, oF every cursed thing, that provokes the eyes 
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of thy glory, and kindles thine indignation against 
thy creatures. 

O thou hlessed Saviour of the world, save me 
from my sins, and from all their dismal effects : and 
reconcile me to God ; and make my peace through 
the hlood of thy cross. Thou todkest upon thee 
our mortal nature, that thou mightest, throu£;h 
death, destroy him who had the power of death ; 
and deliver them, who, through fear of death, were 
all their life-time subject to bondage. Have com- 
passion. Lord, I beseech thee, on my infirmities ; 
and suffer me not to fall a prey to mv own fears. 
But be surety for thy servant for good: undertake 
for me to discharge that heavy load of debt which I 
have contracted; that, being justified by faith, I 
may have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Hide not thy face from me, O my Lord, 
lest I be like to them that go down into the pit : 
but revive my soul with the sense of thy love, and 
the hopes of everlasting salvation : that I may give 
thee thanks from the ground of my heart ; and tell 
with gladness what thou hast done for my soul ; and 
keep myself ever in thy love, looking for the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto etem^ life. ^men. 



A PRAYER UNDER FEARS AND DOUBTS OF OUR 
SPIRITUAL CONDITION. 

O Lord my God, I hope thou hast, of thy rich mer- 
cy, changed and renewed me in some measure ; and 
wrought a good work upon me, to bring me out of 
my natural and lost condition into a state of grace 
and salvation. But yet the carnal nature is so pre- 
dominant, and many sins are so lively occA %>\x^\v;^ 
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within me, and the good things of thy Spirit are still 
in so much weakness and imperfection, that I have 
just cause for fear ; yea, the sorrows of my heart 
are enlarged, and my soul is disquieted within me. 
Alas ! what cause have I to question, whether my 
spots are the spots of thy children ; and whether I 
have known the grace of God in truth ; or whether I 
do not deceive myself with vain hopes and ex- 
pectations. 

Mine eyes are unto thee, O Lord my God. Leave 
not my soul destitute. From the ends of the earth 
will I cry unto thee : when my heart is overwhelm- 
ed within me, lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I. O Lord, rehuke me not in thine anger, nei- 
ther chasten me in thy sore displeasure. Forsake 
me no*-, O my God ; be not far from me. Make 
haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation. Attend to 
my cry, for I am brought very low : hear me speedi- 
ly ; my spirit fails. Save me, O God ; for the wa- 
ters are come in unto my soul : I sink in the deep 
mire, where is no standing. Bring my soul out of 
prison, that I may praise thy name. 

O show me the true state of my soul : and make 
me to know the things that are freely given me of 
God. • Deliver me, gracious Lord, from all those 
evils, which provoke thee to hide thy face from me, 
and which make me so much a stranger to peace and 
comfort. O grant me clear and satisfactory evi- 
dences of my calling and election ; and seal a com- 
fortable assurance of thy blessed love iil Christ Jesus 
upon my soul. O thou that didst say to the wind 
and waves. Be still, and they obeyed thee ; compose 
my soul which is so disquieted within me: and 
bring me to see the light of thy countenance, and 
the joy of thy salvation. O thou that art of power 
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to establish us, be pleased to establish my heart with 
grace ; and let me be rooted and grounded in the 
faith, that I may not stagger through unbelief; but 
hold the beginning of my confidence steadfast to 
the end. Bejoice the soul of thy servant ; for to 
thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. And let the joy 
of the Lord be my strength : that I may be vic- 
torious over my sins, and abound in thy work ; and 
never be so much pleased with any thing, as with 
doing the things which are pleasing to my God, 
through Jesus Christ, jimen. 



A PRAYER UNDER STRONG TEMPTATIONS. 

Holy God ! I desire to humble myself here before 
thee, for that continual proneness which is in me, 
to sin against thee. After all the great things thou 
hast done for me, alas ! how ready am I still to de- 
stroy myself! The malicious tempter is laying 
snares for me every where : and the world is distract- 
ing my attention both with its cares and pleasures. 
And O how prone is my sinful flesh to take part with 
my enemy against my own soul ! Innumerable evUs 
have compassed me about ; my iniquities have ta- 
ken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up. 
They are more than the hairs of my head, therefore 
my heart faileth me. O the sin that still dwelleth in 
me, that is so nigh to me, that does so easily beset 
me, and is so apt to prevail against me ; drawing 
me away from the path of duty, and leading me to 
things destructive to my soul ! O wretched man that 
I am ! who shall deUver me from the body of this 
death? Now that the custom of sinning has so 
increased my sinftd inclinations, t\\»l \!s\^.V<3^«t^ 
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soul: and grant me such abundant supplies out of 
thine own &lness, that I may find in thee infinitely 
more than in all earthly friends and comforts. They 
were but instruments and means of conveyance ; 
thou, who art the eternal spring and fountain of all 
good, art still the same ; and amidst all these 
changes, changest not. O let me find, though be- 
reft of the creature, I am not forsaken of my God ; 
and that, though I have nothing, I am really pos- 
sessed of all things. 

O my heavenly Father, take my eyes off from such 
poor dying comforts, to fix them upon the only 
satisfying good ; in the enjoyment of which con- 
sists all my true life and peace and happiness. And 
let the frequent disappointments that I find in all 
the enjoyments of the world, teach me moire wis- 
dom than to place my affections upon them. Help 
me to disengage and loosen my heart from them : 
and raise up my desires and hopes to those glorious 
objects, which are so infinitely to be preferred before 
them. O let me be more crucified to the world, 
where is nothing but vanity and vexation of spirit : 
and may I haVe my conversation more in heaven ; 
where my blessed Lord is, and all his happy fol- 
lowers, of whom the world was not worthy ; and 
where there is every thing that the soul of man can 
want or wish. O God of the spirits of all flesh, and 
especially of the just made perfect, help me so to 
follow thy servants, who are departed in the Lord, 
that I with them, may be counted worthy to live in 
thy presence, and to spend an eternity in the love 
and praises, the fellowship and enjoyment, of thee 
my God, who art blessed for evermore. Amen, 
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A PRAYER UPON THE REMEMBRANCE OF FORMER SINS. 

WHO can understand his errors ? who can call to 
mind, the innumerahle offences of his past life ? 
Since the time that I began to act, what alas ! have 

1 ever done that was free from sin ? And, O the 
heinous offences, the presumptuous sins, the great 
transgressions, whereof I have been guilty ; which 
stare me in the face, and alarm my conscience, and 
cast down my soul within me ! When I consider the 
circumstances under which I have committed them, 
that they have been done against such light and 
love, such calls and warnings, such convictions and 
encouragements as I have experienced from the 
Lord, I am covered with confusion, O my God, and 
filled with bitter remorse, and terrible apprehensions. 
O if they should rise up in judgement against me, 
they could not but utterly sink me into perdition. But, 
O Lord my God, help me so to remember them, 
that thou mayest blot them out of the book of thy 
remembrance ; and so to humble myself for them, 
that thou mayest never lay them to my xiharge. For 
thine own mercy's sake hide thy face from my sins, 
and blot out all my iniquities, especially those, which 
have taken such hold upon me, that I am not able 
to look up. And though thou hast kept me ^m 
my deserved shame in this world, O let not thy in- 
dulgence embolden me to repeat my sins ; but let 
this thy goodness, O my God, work in me a more 
deep and serious repentance. 

And th(5u. Lord Almighty, who alone canst bring 
good out of evil, be thou pleased to make my past 
falls an occasion of my surer standing for the future. 
O embitter the pleasures of sin touve, wAV^^^^ ^^^ 
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the ways of wickedness (as with thorns and briers) 
before me ; that I may loathe, as much as ever I have 
loved, my hateful ways, and never return a^ain to 
such baseness and folly. And let the remembrance 
of all my former offences not only lead me to repent- 
ance, but stimulate me to more circumspection and 
watchfulness in future : that I may not Uve so far 
from thee, as I have done, nor trespass against thee 
any more ; but may pass the time of my sojourning 
here in fear : O grant it for the sake of him whom I 
have so impiously trodden under foot, and to whose 
Spirit I have done so great despite, even thy Son 
Jesus Christ, my only Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen. 



THE CONVINCED SINNBR's PRATER. 

Hearken to the voice of my cry, my King, and my 
God ! for unto thee will I pray. But wherewithal 
shall I appear before the Lord, and bow myself before 
the most hi^h God, whose holy laws I have broken, 
and whose just displeasure I nave incurred ! I ac- 
knowledge my transgression, O Lord, and my sin is 
ever before me. My iniquities are gone over my 
head, as a sore burthen ; they are too heavy for me 
to bear. When thou with rebukes dost chasten man 
for his iniquity, thou mal^st his beauty to consimie 
away like a moth. My sin now has found me out ; 
and that which once I thought too little to be repent- 
ed of, seems now too great to be pardoned. I flat- 
ter myself in my own eyes, till my iniquity is found 
to be hateful. I thought I was rich, and increased 
with goods, and had need of nothing : but now I 
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find that I am wretched, and miserahle, and poor, 
and hlind, and naked ; so that there is nothing hut 
disorder and ruin in my soul. I have undone my- 
self: but to work my own recovery, I have no suf- 
ficiency. O how wicked have I been to harbour the 
mind, and allow myself in the way, which is enmity 
against God ! How ignorant, yet how confident ! 
How vile, yet how arrogant ! In what need of mercy, 
yet how unmerciful ! How sinful, yet how impeni- 
tent ! How bold in the sins where conscience re- 
proved me ; but how indifferent in the cause where 
thy good Spirit encouraged me ! Oh the spoils, and 
ruins, and desolations which iny sins have made in 
my soul ! How darkened has been my mind ; how 
perverted my will ; how sensualized my affections ; 
how disordered my passions; how hardened my 
heart ; and how mad have I been in cleaving unto 
things displeasing to my God, and destructive to my 
soul ! 

Vain would be the attempt to hide any thing from 
thee, who fiUest heaven and earth. What shall I 
say unto thee. Lord ? I scarcely know how to speak 
any thing bad enough of myself. O woe is me, 
that I have done so foolishly and wickedly ! Whither 
shall I betake myself, seeing that against thee, O 
Lord, I have so sinned, and done such evil in thy 
sight ! Thou art the offended Majesty, out of whose 
reach I cannot escape ; and whose judgements I 
can never be able to endi^. A guilty consciousness 
makes me afraid to come unto thee : yet I know 
there is nothing but certain destruction if I keep 
away from thee. And though there is no peace to 
the wicked, whilst he continues in his sins, yet if 
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts, and return to thift L«t^\ xJK^^vi- 
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mise then, O God, is, to have mercy upon him, and 
abundantly to pardon. I have none to look unto 
for deliverance from my sins, but unto the just and 
holy Grod, against whom I have so grievously sinned. 
And how shall I stand in thy sight, O Lord, who ha- 
test and condemnest the works of darkness, and the 
i;f orkers of iniquity ? whose wrath against sin bums 
deep as hell, and as long as eternity. 

I submit, great Lord, to thy offended Majesty ! 
and whithersoever I look, I have no hope but in 
thine almighty power, thy superabounding grace, 
and thine ever-enduring mercy. Nothing is too 
hard for thee to effect : the most wretched case is 
not past thy cure. Though our sins be as scarlet, 
thou canst make them as white as snow : though 
they be red like crimson, thou canst make them as 
wool. Yea, thou hast found a ransom, and laid 
help upon One that is mighty, even on thy dear 
Son, who is able to save to the uttermost all that 
come unto God through him. If I had not sinned, 
I had no need of such a Redeemer : but it was the 
sinful and the lost, whom he came to seek and save. 
To the Lord Jesus therefore do I look, with the de- 
sire of my soul, to find healing through the precious 
blood of his cross. O merci^l God ! when my sins 
cry to thee for vengeance, be thou pleased to hear 
his blood and merits pleading and interceding for 
my soul ; and speaking better things in my behalf, 
than I am able to do for myself in sdl my prayers. 

Behold, O merciM Lord, a miserable object, on 
whom to glorify thy power and mercy ! O look upon 
me, in my blood, and bid me live. Speak death to 
my sins ; that my soul may live, and for ever bless 
thy name. Turn away thy face from my sins ; and 
blot out all my iniquities. For thy name's sake, O 
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dy pardon my sin, for it is great ; too great for 
, but a God of infinite goodness and mercy, to 
jive. O magnify thyself in my deliverance. 
Le it seen, in thy work upon my soul, how great 
igs, worthy of God, thou canst do : that where 

hath abounded, thy grace can much more 
and. Be turn, O Lord, deliver my soul ; O save 
for thy mercy's sake. Save me from the guilt 

punishment, from the power and pollution, of 
uy sins. And thou, Lord, who knowest how to 
ver, make me some way to escape out of the per- 
dties into which my sins, have cast me : that my 
uities may not be my ruin ; but that they may 
aken away and forgiven, and washed out with 
blood of Jesus Christ. Turn thou me, O Lord 
L of my salvation, that I may be turned from my 
, and from this present evil world, unto thyselfl 
ive me such conviction, as may end in sound 
version ; and let me experience in myself that 
>e of God which bringeth salvation. I want thy 
^, O Lord ; and I shall want it to all eternity, 
iou be not pleased to look graciously upon me in 
blessed Eedeemer. Thou wilt not have the less, 
' much soever thou bestowest : and thou canst 
bestow thy grace upon any one that more needs 
lan myself. O God of all grace, that keepest 
cy for thousands, hast thou not a blessing- for 
; a blessing for my perishing soul? For thy 
r Son, my only Saviour's sake, let me find such 
re in thy sight. O get thee everlasting glory, in 
Givouring the most unworthy of thy creatures. 
I whatever thou withholdest, O deny me not thy 
ng grace, which through so precious a treasure, 
3t too great or good for the God of infinite merc^ 
►estow. Do that work of tViy g;raLC^ xJciotovy^'^ 
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upon my heart, for which I may have cause to glo- 
rify thy name for evermore, jlinen. 



A PRAYER UNDER THE DREAD OF OOD's WRATH AND 
EVERLASTING DAMNATION. 

Lord, the great and dreadful God, against whom 

1 have greatly sinned! and who for my sins art 
justly displeased ! when I consider the holiness of 
thy laws, and the strictness of thy justice; and 
when I reflect upon the heinous and innumerahle 
sins of my heart and life ; my flesh trembles for fear 
of thee, and I am afraid of thy judgements. O who 
may stand in thy sight, when once thou art angry ? 
Who can bear up for ever, under all the vials of thy 
wrath when they shall be poured out to the utter- 
most; when thy mercy shall be clean gone, and 
thou shalt cast off, and be favourable no more ? 
Yet would that be my woeful portion, if thou, O 
Lord, shouldst enter into judgement with me : I 
could then hope for no better, but to be deprived of 
all the comforts of this life, and to be delivered into 
the bitter pains of eternal death. But though the 
just wages of my sins be death, yet the gift of God , 
is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. O for 
his dear sake, who has satisfied thy justice, and 
appeased thy wrath, and suffered and died once, that 
we might not sufler and die for ever, even for thy 
Son's sake, O God and Father, have mercy upon 
me, a miserable sinner : from thy wrath, and from 
everlasting damnation, good Lord, deliver me. And 
help me, m the fear of thee, my God, to flee from 
the wrath to come ; and to rid my hands, and my 

heart, of every cursed thing, that provokes the eyes 
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of thy glory, and kindles thine indignation against 
thy creatures. 

O thou blessed Saviour of the world, save me 
from my sins, and from all their dismal effects : and 
reconcile me to God ; and make my peace through 
the blood of thy cross. Thou tookest upon thee 
our mortal nature, that thou mightest, through 
death, destroy him who had the power of death ; 
and deliver them, who, through fear of death, were 
all their life-time subject to bondage. Have com- 
passion. Lord, I beseech thee, on my inlGyrmities ; 
and suffer me not to fall a prey to my own fears. 
But be surety for thy servant for good: undertake 
for me to discharge that heavy load of debt which I 
have contracted; that, being justified by faith, I 
may have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Hide not thy face from me, O my Lord, 
lest I be like to them that go down into the pit : 
but revive my soul with the sense of thy love, and 
the hopes of everlasting salvation : that I may give 
thee thanks &om the ground of my heart ; and tell 
with gladness what thou hast done for my soul ; and 
keep myself ever in thy love, looking for the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. Amen, 



A PRATER UNDER FEARS AND DOUBTS OF OUR 
SPIRITUAL CONDITION. 

O Lord my God, I hope thou hast, of thy rich mer- 
cy, changed and renewed me in some measure ; and 
wrought a good work upon me, to bring me out of 
my natural and lost condition into a state of grace 
and salvation. But yet the carnal nature is so pre- 
dominant, and many sins are so lively ^\i^ ^Xxqt^'^ 
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within me, and the good things of thy Spirit are still 
in so much weakness and imperfection, that I have 
just cause for fear : yea, the sorrows of my heart 
are enlarged, and my soul is disquieted within me. 
Alas ! what cause have I to question, whether my 
spots are the spots of thy children ; and whether I 
have known the grace of God in truth ; or whether I 
do not deceive myself with vain hopes and ex- 
pectations. 

Mine eyes are unto thee, O Lord my God. Leave 
not my soul destitute. From the ends of the earth 
will I cry unto thee : when my heart is overwhelm- 
ed within me, lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I. O Lord, riebuke me not in thine anger, nei- 
ther chasten me in thy sore displeasure. Forsake 
me no^, O my God ; be not far from me. Make 
haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation. Attend to 
my cry, for I am brought very low : hear me speedi- 
ly ; my spirit fails. Save me, O God ; for the wa- 
ters are come in unto my soul : I sink in the deep 
mire, where is no standing. Bring my soul out of 
prison, that I may praise thy name. 

O show me the true state of my soul : and make 
me to know the things that are freely given me of 
God. • Deliver me, gracious Lord, from all those 
evils, which provoke thee to hide thy face from me, 
and which make me so much a stranger to peace and 
comfort. O grant me clear and satisfactory evi- 
dences of my calling and election ; and seal a com- 
fortable assurance of thy blessed love iti Christ Jesus 
upon my soul. O thou that didst say to the wind 
and waves. Be still, and they obeyed thee ; compose 
my soul which is so disquieted within me : and 
bring me to see the light of thy countenance, and 
thp joy of thy salvation. O thou that art of power 
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to establish us, be pleased to establish my heart with 
grace ; and let me be rooted aud grounded in the 
faith, that I may not stagger through unbelief; but 
hold the beginning of my confidence steadfast to 
the end. Rejoice the soul of thy servant ; for to 
thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. And let the joy 
of the Lord be my strength : that I may be vic- 
torious over my sins, and abound in thy work ; and 
never be so much pleased with any thing, as with 
doing the things which are pleasing to my God, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



A PRAYER UNDER STRONG TEMPTATIONS. 

Holy God ! I desire to humble myself here before 
thee, for that continual proneness which is in me, 
to sin against thee. After all the great things thou 
hast done for me, alas ! how ready am I still to de- 
stroy myself! The malicious tempter is laying 
snares for me every where : and the world is distract- 
ing my attention both with its cares and pleasures. 
And O how prone is my sinful flesh to take part with 
my enemy against my own soul ! Innumerable evils 
have compassed me about ; my iniquities have ta- 
ken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up. 
They are more than the hairs of my head, therefore 
my heart faileth me. O the sin that still dwelleth in 
me, that is so nigh to me, that does so easily beset 
me, and is so apt to prevail against me ; drawing 
me away from the path of duty, aud leading me to 
things destructive to my soul ! O wretched man that 
I am ! who shall dehver me from the body of this 
death? Now that the custom of sinning has so 
increased my sinful inclinations, WvaX. XhaX^o^^x^ 
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may as soon change his spots, and the Ethiopian 
his skin, as I, who am accustomed to evil, can (of 
mjself) cease from it ; how shall I escape, if thou^ 
O mj God, do not stretch forth thine arm for my de- 
liverance ? 

But with thee, the Almighty God, all things are 
possible : yea, thou canst as easily make me holy, 
as command me to be so. To thee all the powers 
of hell are weakness : nor can any thing in the 
world resist thy will. O pity thy poor tempted crea- 
ture, and give me not up to a reprobate sense, and 
to vile affections, nor to such blindness of mind, 
and hardness of heart, as will render me past feel- 
ing. Fimish not my former sins, by giving me 
over to their sway ana power ; but let it be thy gra- 
cious pleasure, O Lord, that all my prevailing in- 
iquities may flee and perish at thy presence. O 
speak powerfully to my filthy corruptions ; say, 
Hitherto shall ye go, and no further. Stop and 
heal the diseases of my soul, that they may no more 
break out, as they have done, to the dishonour of 
thy name, the wounding of my conscience, and the 
hindering of my own and others' peace. Yea, so 
sanctify my nature, O Lord, and renew me in the 
spirit of my mind, that my heart may rise against 
these baneful evils ; and that I may hate all iniquity, 
and every false way. Enable me, so to resist the 
devil, that he may flee from me. Give me power 
from on high, to set me above all my sins : and give 
me grace sufficient for me ; that I may not be Silse 
in thy covenant, nor regardless of my own best in- 
terests : but may manfully fight thy battles, and ap- 
pr9ve myself thy faithful soldier and servant, to my 
life's end. Make me faithful unto death, that thou 
mayest give me a crown of life : and take me in 
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due time from this state of waifare, to reign -with 
ihee in glory for evermore, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 



A PRATER AFTER A RELAPSE I17T0 SIN. 

MT God ! I am filled with confusion ; I know not 
how to lift up my face unto thee, from whom I have 
so foolishly departed ; and against whom I have so 
greatly sinned. I am ashamed to confess unto thee, 
what (alas !) I have not heen afraid to commit 
against thee. Thou, Lord, hast made me to know 
hetter: but I have held the truth in unrighteous- 
ness ; and therefore deserve to be beaten with many 
stripes, seeing that I have known thy will, but have 
not done it. Alas ! how oft have I been taught (as 
with briers and thorns) what an evil and bitter thing 
it is, to trespass against the Lord ! And yet I have 
repeatedly conunitted those very ofifences of which 

1 have professed to repent, and of which I know I 
must repent. Nor have I only resisted the clearest 
light and conviction^ but have trampled on the 
richest grace and love. Therefore I am inexcusable, 
O righteous Lord ! and have nothing to say in my 
own defence. No, the guilt which I have contract- 
ed, stops my mouth. O into what a depth am I 
&llen ! and is there any hope now for one, that has 
so wilfrilly, so heinously offended ? O my Lord, the 
pardon and grace which I am necessitated to ask at 
thy hands, are much greater than I have any reason 
to expect ; yet not greater than thou, the God of all 
grace, canst give ; nor greater than thou hast pro- 
mised to bestow upon all repenting and returning 
sinners. To all who turn from theit vxkk^Xx^^ \>cv5ss^ 
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hast declared, that thou wilt have mercy upon them, 
and abundantly pardon ; yea, thou hast made a way 
for their redemption by the death of thine own be- 
loved Son. O then, let that blessed Savioiur, whom 
thou hast sent into the world, exercise his power and 
pity towards me in this my woful condition ! make 
for me some way to escape, that I may not be thus 
taken captive by the devil at his will. Gracious God ! 
there is nothing in me but sin and misery ; but with 
thee there is mercy : have mercy therefore, O Lord, 
have mercy on me for thy mercy's sake : spare me, 
good Lord, and withhold thine hand from inflicting 
upon me the vengeance I deserve : for thy own 
name's sake pardon mine iniquity, which is so ex- 
ceedingly great : absolve me from the guilt of it, de- 
liver me from its power, and cleanse me from the 
pollution of it. I confess with shame, that I have 
gone astray like a sheep that is lost : but O ! bring 
me back to thy fold ; bring me back to the Shepherd 
and Bishop of my soul ; and advance thine own glory 
in saving the chief of sinners. 

O Lord of love, the God of my mercy, speak peace 
unto my soul ; and let me no more retm-n to folly. 
Give me grace to mortify this my besetting sin : I 
have indeed broken my vows repeatedly ; yet once 
more would I determine, through thy grace, to resist 
this enemy of my soul : I will go forth in thy 
strength : O do thou confirm my resolutions, and 
enable me to perform my vows. Thou compassion- 
ate God, that succourest the tempted, lead me not 
into temptation : but let thy good Spirit guide me, 
and thine everlasting arms be underneath me : up- 
hold me that I may not fall : cause me to walk more 
circumspectly, and with full puq)ose of heart to 
cleave unto ih^ Lord. O let these my repeated 
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fidls increase my hatred of sin, and my watchfulness 
in thy ways : and let me, not only now, but at all 
times have the fear of thee before my eyes, and be 
continually leaning on the arm of my beloved, that 
so I may Walk worthy of my high calling, and be 
kept by thy power through faith unto salvation. 
Amen and Amen, 



AHOTHER HUMBLING OFFICE UNDER ANY FOUL FALL. 

O JUST and holy God ! what shall I say unto thee, 
and how shall I show my face before thee, after I 
have so highly affronted thy glorious Majesty, and 
violated thy righteous commands ! O that I should 
have such lamentable occasion again to confess and 
bewail the sin, which I have so often confessed and 
bewailed ! Holy Lord ! I am ashamed that I have 
such need to repeat these confessions; and afraid 
lest my sins should have so provoked thee, that 
thou wilt hear me no more. O what mercy from the 
Father of mercies, do I experience, that the judge- 
ments which I have men ted, are not executed upon 
me ! What patience, but that of the long-suffering 
God, would ever bear with such a wretch, who has 
continued to provoke him eveiy day ? Most justly 
mightest thou, Lord, re^se to hear me now crying 
to thee in the anguish of my soul, since I have so of- 
ten revised to hear thee, calling upon me by the mo- 
tions of thy holy Spirit. O the havoc and desola- 
tion, which sin has made in my soul ! Surely the 
many aggravations of my sin do make it beyond 
measiure sinM : such frequent falls do ruin my 
hopes : so that I am ready to fear, lest thou shouldst 
abandon me to my wretched self, and ka\e \sv&\.q\^^ 
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filthy still ; and to lie and perish in my sins, because 
I have revolted more and more. 

Behold, I am vile in my own eyes ; I abhor my- 
self, and humble my soul in the dust before thee, O 
Lord ! I acknowledge my transgressions, and am 
sorely afraid of thy judgements. My sins have ta- 
ken such hold of me, that my heart fails me. Yet, 
Lord^ if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean, and 
make me whole. I come therefore once more to im- 
plore mercy for my perishing soul. Thou who hast 
charged us to forgive an offending brother seventy 
times seven (even as oft as he repents) wilt not thy- 
self be less merciful to thine offending creatures, 
when they seek forgiveness at thy hands. Though 
we so often forget our duty, thou canst never forget 
to exercise mercy. A woman may sooner forget 
the fruit of her womb, than thou shut up thy com- 
passions from the penitent and returning prodigal. 
Let that mercy then, O my Lord, that has hitherto 
so wonderfully endured me, be yet &rther exercised 
towards me, to the &11 extent of my necessities. 

In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee ; 
for thou wilt answer me. 1 believe. Lord, thy power 
and thy readiness to relieve those who prostrate 
themselv-es before thee. For that end didst thou, 
O blessed Saviour, come into the world : for that 
end didst thou shed thy precious blood ; even that 
thou mightest atone for our sins, and reconcile us to 
our offended God. O that I who have the greatest 
need of that atonement, may feel the benefit of it ; 
and that where sin has aboimded, thy grace may 
much more abound ! Look upon me, O Lord, as 
thou didst on thine offending disciple ; to melt my 
heart into a kindly relenting, and penitent concern 
for this great evil. Make me to look on him whom 
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my sins have pierced ; that I may mourn, and be in 
bitterness for the grievous offences, which I have 
committed against thee, the Lord of love, and the 
God of all my mercies. What is past, I cannot re- 
call ; but thou, my Lord and Saviour, canst remit it, 
and give me grace to repent of it. O give me such 
true repentance for it, that thou mayest blot it out 
of thy remembrance, and be reconciled to my guilty 
soul. 

And grant, O gracious Lord, that the custom of 
sinning may not render me insensible of my guilt, 
or ever lead me to commit these great sins with little 
remorse. Nor let it so increase my sinful inclina- 
tions, that I should become a slave of corruption, 
or be induced to harbour within my soul its greatest 
enemies. Be thou, O Lord, my strong tower of de- 
fence, against them : and enable me to go on con- 
quering and to conquer, till, in the name of the 
Lord, I have destroyed them. So often have I 
fallen by their hands, that I fear lest one day I 
should so fall by them, as never to rise again. But 
thou, my Strength and my Eedeemer, art stronger 
than the strong one, and able to secure me from his 
most violent assaults. O blessed keeper of Israel ! 
keep back thy servant from presumptuous sins : let 
them not have dominion over me : that I may be 
upright and innocent from the gr^at transgression. 
Punish not my past sins by giving me up to commit * 
ifiiquity with greediness : but subdue my iniquities 
that prevail against me ; and pluck me out of the 
mire and the snare, for thy mercy's sake. O that the 
same mercy, which has hitherto so often spared me, 
may now be exercised in the renewal of niy soul : 
let it so strengthen all the good things of thy grace 
within me, that I may be able to do ^ ^\xv%% ^*^^'- 
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ducive to thine honour, and necessary to my own 
salvation. O let me he found faithful unto death, 
that thou mayest give me the crown of life ; not for 
any worthiness in me, hut for the worthiness of thy 
dear Son, and for the sake of thy own tender mep- 
cies in Christ Jesus. Amen. ) 



A PRATER FOR TEMPORAL BLESSINGS. 

O Lord oiur God, thou knowest that while we are in 
this life, we stand in need of continual supplies for 
the support and nourishment of our hodies : and 
thou hast promised to impart them unto all who 
seek first thy kingdom, and the righteousness there- 
of. Thou hast also commanded us to ask of thee 
oiu* daily bread ; atid to cast our care upon thee, for 
all that is need^l for us. I pray therefore to thee, 
my heavenly Father, for such a portion, as thy wig- 
dom sees to be suited to my condition. While I 
have a life to be nourished, let me not want the 
supports and comforts of it. Give me skill and 
ability to provide for myself: and add thy blessing 
to my endeavours. Where I cannot supply all my 
own necessities, O do thou raise up friends to help 
me : that I may never be destitute of food con«- 
venient for me. And having food and raiment, let 
me be therewith content. In prosperity, keep me 
from forgetting thee : and in adversity keep me from 
thinking myself forgotten of thee. O keep me from 
all unnecessary cares, and unprofitable disquietudes. 
Teach me how to want, as well as how to abound; 
Add to me, O my Father, what at any time thou 
knowest me to need ; and bless to me every thing 
fvIijcA thou bestoweat ; that my bodily comforts may 
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not be to me an occasion of falling, but rather an 
encouragement to my duty, and an incentive to me 
to abound in thy love and praise. And in the want 
of all other supplies and succours, be thou, O God, 
mv all in all, in life and death, and for evermore, for 
Christ's sake. Amen, 



A PRAYER IN PROSPSRITY. 

Blessed God, rich in goodness and mercy ! thou 
art the portion of my inheiitance and of my cup : 
thou maintainest my lot. The lines are fallen to 
me in pleasant places ; and I have a goodly heritage. 
I aboimd and am Aill of thy fi^ood thins^s ; and am 
soiroTinded on every side wlt^ thy merciel Thou 
makest my affairs to succeed in such a manner, that 
X cannot but be pleased and satisfied with my con- 
dition ; and desire with all my soul to acknowledge, 
and bless and praise thee, for all thy special favours, 
wherein thou hast made me to differ. Glonr be to 
thee, O Lord, who hast dealt so well with thme im- 
worthy servant ; and signalized me with such great 
and manifold blessings. But when thou hast made 
my mountain to stand strong, I must not say in my 
prosperity, I shall never be moved. I know not 
what shall be on the morrow, nor how soon the sun 
may be hid, that now shines upon me. O Loixl, 
help me, in the time of mv health, and peace, and 
proserity, to remember and provide for the time of 
trouble, and sickness, and death ; when the world's 
enjoyments will shrink away from me, and prove 
utterly unable to support and comfort me. Yea, 
because the prosperity of fools destroys thenv^ ^x^^ 
the gaining of the world is the loss oi bo taaxv^ w^\^^ % 



126 IN PROSP£RITY. 

grant, O heavenly Father, that this world may not 
be my portion, that I may not abuse the world's 
good to thy dishonour, and my own undoing ; nor 
turn the gifts of thy bounty into weapons of rebel- 
lion against thee. But enable me to use them in 
thy fear ; and to do thee better service in propcH*- 
tion to the obligations thou layest upon me. O 
make me as willing, as thou hast made me able, to 
refresh the bowels of my poorer brethren ; and to 
give to them as freely as I myself have received. 
Let not my riches be kept to my hurt ; but rather 
be laid out to do myself and others the most sub- 
stantial good. As I have opportunity, let me do 
good to sdl ; especially to them who are of the house- 
hold of faith. 

O gracious Lord ! take the snare out of my 
worldly enjoyments; and preserve me from the 
danger and destruction that so conmionly attend a 
full and prosperous condition. And rather deprive 
me of all my earthly possessions, than suffer them 
to impede my progress towards thy heavenly king- 
dom. O let me not want the affliction which thou 
knowest to be needfril for my salvation. And though 
thou makest me poor, or givest me trouble, let me 
be contented, and bless thy name, as well when thou 
takest from me, as when thou givest to me. But 
whatever I have here to enjoy, O let me never set 
my heart upon it ; nor trust in uncertain riches, but 
in the ever living God, who alone can be a suitable 
portion for my immortal soul. O preserve me from 
pride and forgetfulness of God, from love of the 
world, and from all other vices and corruptions inpi- 
dent to a high and plentiful estate. And let none 
of my abundance or success in the world, ever puff 
me up with a proud conceit of myself, or a scormul 
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disdain of others, or a wanton kicking against the 
Lord. O let it not turn me from thee : but with 
the cords of love do thou draw me nearer to thjself. 
And with all mj other plenty, let me, O my God, 
enjoy the fulness of thy grace, and be rich in faith 
and good works. And with all my other successes, 
O that my soul may prosper, and oe made glad with 
thy saving mercy, and thy favourable acceptance of 
me in Jesus Christ. Amen. 



A PRATER FOR A BLESSING ON OUR INTENDED 

MARRIAGE. 

MT God, thy bountiftil favours have exceeded all 
my expectations, as well as my deserts : and though 

1 have wretchedly abused thy kindness and love, 
yet still thou waitest to be gracious ; and art not 
weary of showing mercy. Now thy good providence, 

Lord, is opemng a way for my future settlement 
in life : if thou knowest it to oe for my good, O 
Lord of love, promote and bring it to pass. But 

frant that I may proceed in thy fear ; and that while 
am seeking to have my own designs accomplished, 

1 may have a just regard to the glory of thy name, 
and desire nothing any ^rther than it shall conduce 
to the eternal welfare of myself, and of thy servant, ^ 
on whom my thoughts and afifections are fixed. O 

five me sucn a partner of my fortunes, as may be a 
lessing to me, for this life and a better. And make 
us truly beneficial and comfortable to one another 
in all the best respects, pertaining to our chiefest 
good. Grant, Lord, that we may be helps maiitfor 
each other, in reference to both worlds ; and that 
our love may be sincere without guile •, "^-va^^Si^^svj^ 
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wantonness ; and lasting without decay. O thou 
that fashionest all hearts, unite our affections upon 
truly Christian principles, that they may not speedily 
decline, hut remain firm and durable to the end. 
Unite both of us to thy blessed self, as well as to 
each other ; that our marriage may be in the Lord ; 
and that it may not separate us from thee, but bring 
us nearer to thee. O grant us new supplies of thy 
grace, for this- new estate of our lives : that we may 
fill up the relation into which we are entering, as be- 
comes thy people. Let us not only be faithful, in 
keeping the marriage-bed undefiled ; but be mutual 
helps and comforts^ both in our temporal and 
spiritual concerns; and ever conspire together, to 
promote our mutual edification and comfort. Above 
all, let us live to glorify and praise thee our God, 
through Jesus Christ. > Amen. 



A PRATER FOR BLESSING, DIRECTION, HELP, AND 
GOOD SUCCESS, IN ANY GREAT ENTERPRISE. 

O Lord God, infinitely wise and good, who teachest 
man knowledge, and givest both the skill and power 
to accomplish our purposes; I know not what to 
do : but mine eyes are upon thee ; and all my ex- 
pectation is from thee ; and I desire continually to 
wait and call, and depend upon thee. It is a great 
work which I have now to do: but O how little 
strength to do it ! All my sufficiency is of thee, 
who workest in us to will and to do, of thy good 
pleasure. Thou that hast been my help, leave me not, 
■nor forsake me, O God of my salvation : but let me 
he imghi of God, what I have to do : and let Ihe 



A PRAYER FOR BLESSING. 129 

gracious Lord make me to understand what is thy 
pleasure concerning me. O £bat my ways were di- 
rected to please thee ; that so I might have the 
light of thy countenance ever shining upon me ! 

My Lord, and my God! leave me not in the 
hand of my own counsel ; nor to the conduct of my 
own foolish and deceiti^ heart : hut lead me hy 
the way that I should go, and teach me thy paths ; 
that discretion may preserve me, and understanding 
may keep me. O make my way prosperous ; and 
give me thy hlessing and good success. Bring all 
needful things to my remembrance : and where I 
have not the presence of mind, or the ability to per- 
form thy will, O magnify thy power in my weak- 
ness : and let me go forth in thy strength : and 
speed and prosper by thy grace and blessing. Let 
thy good providence so be my defence and security, 
and thy holy Spirit my guide and counsellor ; that 
I may wisely choose, and rightly manage, and suc- 
cessfully accomplish, the things wherein I am en- 
gaged. 

Thy will be done, O Lord, however I may be 
pleased or crossed : and let me ever design thy glo- 
ry, whether it be for gain or loss, in respect of this 
present life. O be thou still a gracious Father to 
me, and a merci^ provider for me ; and grant me 
now the comfortable sense of thy gracious accep- 
tance of me, and of thy designs of mercy towards me. 
Be thou pleased to take me under thy fatherly care 
and conduct ; and preserve me from the evils, into 
which I am prone to fall : and quicken me to the 
good which I am averse to perform : establish thou 
the work of my hands upon me ; yea, the work of 
my hands establish thou it. My God and guide, my 
help and strength ! if thou lead me xkoV, \ ^ib^^xsas^ 
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into errors : if thou keep me not, I shall fall into 
dangers : hut hold tjpbu me up, and I shall he safe. 
And let me so experience thy power and presence 
with me, that I may manage this and all my other 
affairs to thy glory, and that in my dying reflections 
upon what has past, my soul may have peace, and 
thy name he glorified, through Jesus Christ. Amen, 



A PRATER WHEN GOING ABROAD. 

O Lord ! thou art the same God in all places : and 
no where can I go, hut thou art there. Both at 
home and ahroad, on my way, and at the end, thou 
art ever with me, hy thine universal presence : O 
let me also experience the presence of thy grace, 
and of thy good Spirit with me ; to conduct and 
guide me continually ; to protect and save me from 
all diangers and mischiefs ; and to make my way 
prosperous, and all my affairs successful. Let the 
blessing of the Lord follow me, and rest upon me : 
and do thou preserve my going out, and my coming 
in ; and never leave me, nor forsake me, O Lord ; 
but be my God and guide this day, in all this jour- 
ney, and all my life long. And make me to feel 
that my whole life is hut a pilgrimage, and passage 
through this world; in which I am continually 
hastening home, to the end of all m/ travels, and to 
the place where I must take up my everlasting 
abode. 

O merciful God ! make me continually mindftil of 
that progress, and of that journey's end : and keep 
me from either wanderins from thy way, or falling 
into sin of any kind : which would be the greatest 
^viJ that could come upon me. Take care of mey I 
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beseech thee, and lead me, and keep me : and after 
all my joumeyings here, O bring me safe at last to 
thy holy hill, and to thy heavenly rest ; even to that 
blessed end of my faith, the everlasting salvation of 
my soul. I humbly ask this through the greatness 
of thy mercy to me in thy dear Son, my gracious 
Lord, and only Saviour, Jesus Christ. Jtmen, 



A PRATER FOR ILLUMINATION AND KNOWLEDGE. 

O Lord, thou eternal uncreated light; thou hast 
not left thyself without witness amongst us ; but in 
thy word and works, before us, and in our souls and 
consciences within us, and in all thy creatures on 
every side of us, thou hast left traces of thy power, 
wisdom, and goodness. That I have, therefore, no 
better knowledge of thee, and of the things belong- 
ing to my peace, is my shame : it is owing to my 
sinM didness and negligence, in that which most 
nearly and eternally concerns me. Ah, Lord ! I 
have not improved in knowledge answerable to the 
light which thou hast caused to shine upon me ; nor 
according to the means of instruction, wherewith 
thou hast blessed me. But I have need to be taught 
myself, the things whereof I might have been a 
teacher of others. For this I desire. Lord, to hum- 
ble myself before thee, and to implore thy pardon ; 
and I now come to ask wisdom at thy hands, kno\y- 
ing that thou givest to all men liberally, and up- 
braidest not. 

I cannot see or know thee, O Lord, but by the 
beams of thine own light, which thou art pleased 
to impart. wilt thou vouchsafe yet further axvd^ 
more fully to manifest thyBe\£ to tk^ \io\iX^ 'Y^^ksScv 
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me to know aright TTiee^ the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. O hlessed Sun 
of Bighteousness, arise upon me with healing in thy 
wings ; to scatter all the clouds of folly and igno- 
rance, and error and prejudice, that overspread my 
soul. Open mine eyes, that I may hehold won- 
drous things out thy law. And open my under- 
standing, that I may understand the scriptures ; 
and not remain in darkness concerning any thing 
that is needful for me to know, in order to my pre- 
sent peace and duty, and to my eternal safety and 
felicity. And wherein soever I, or any whom I am 
concerned with, are otherwise minded than we 
ought to he, O God, reveal the same to us : and let 
us all he taught of thee, to know thee, from the 
greatest to the least ; and not he unwise, hut un- 
derstanding what the will of the Lord is. 

That the soUl be without knowledge, is not good : 
O inchne our ears to wisdom, and our hearts to un- 
derstanding ; that we may follow on to know the 
Lord, and increase in the knowledge of God. Show 
us thy ways, O Lord, and lead us in thy truth. And 
whatever else we are ignorant of, let it be given un- 
to us to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God. 
O Lord, our light! give us understanding in the 
way of godliness : give us a spiritual discernment 
of the things of thy Spirit : and make us wise unto 
salvation. Give us the spirit of wisdom and revela* 
tion, in the knowledge of thee ; the eyes of our 
understanding being enlightened, that we may know 
what is the hope of thv calling, and what the riches 
of the glory of thine mheritance in the saints, and: 
what is the mighty power of thy Spirit, which works 
in them that beheve. 

O put thy Jaw in our inward parts, and write it in 
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our hearts ; that the Scriptures may not be to us 
a book sealed, or a gospel hid : but a lamp to our 
feet, and a light to our paths. O that our ways 
were directed to keep thy statutes ! Help us, O good 
Lord, so to do thy will, that we may know the 
scriptures to be of God, and may have the witness 
in ourselves ; and may perceive the divinity of thy 
word, by the power and efficacy of it upon our lives. 
And though now we see but darkly as in a glass, 
and know but in part ; and cannot by searching find 
out the Almighty to perfection; yet help us still 
more and better to know our God, so as we can 
know ; till hereafter we shall know as we are 
known, and see face to face, in that blessed presence 
of thine, where is fulness of joy for evermore. 
Amen, 



A PRAYER FOR FAITH AND TRUST IX GOD. 

Without faith, it is impossible to please thee, O 
Gtxi : and therefore I come to beg of thee liiat 
fisuth which is thy gift. Lord, help my imbelief ; 
and increase my faith. Whatever thou hast reveal- 
ed, let me take it upon the credit of thy word : and 
where I have thy promise, let me not stagger 
through unbelief, but fully persuade myself, that it 
shall be as thou hast said. O bless and enrich my 
soul with such a holy, lively, and unfeigned faith, 
as may enlighten my mind, and purify my heart, 
and iiidiuence my whole life ; such a &ith as may 
enable me to receive Jesus Christ for my Saviour, 
and heartily to give up myself to him as my Lord : 
that, being ruled and sanctified by him in this life^ 
I may be for ever saved and gloti^^di \j^ Xxfico.Sax'^^ 
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life that is to come. O help me so to assent unto 
the truths, that I may also consent to the terms, of 
the gospel. And give me that effectual faith, which 
shall work by love ; that faith which shall enable me 
to overcome the world, and to fix my attention on 
those great and glorious things which are unseen 
and eternal. 

In my greatest darkness and distress, O let me 
trust in the name of the Lord, and stay myself upon 
my God ; committing my ways imto thee, and cast- 
ing my burthen upon thee, and putting my trust in 
thee, though thou slay me. Let me trust in thine 
almighty power to help and save ; in thy tender in- 
clinations to pity and relieve ; and in the sure pro- 
mises which thy love hath made (aXid which thy 
faithfulness will certainly make good) unto all that 
wait and call upon thee. And though I am not pre- 
sently answered in the wishes of my heart, O let me 
tarry and wait patiently for the salvation of the 
Lord ; and have my eyes upon the Lord my God, 
till thou have mercy upon me. Yea, make me so 
sound and strong in the faith, that my faith may 
never fail ; but that it may be found to praise and 
honour and glory in every time of trial ; and at the 
great appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, jlnien. 



A PRAYER FOR POWER TO LIVE BY FAITH UPO]Sf 
CHRIST, AND THE DIVINE PROMISES. 

It is thy command, O my Lord and Saviour, that 

they who believe in God, should believe also ia 

thee, as their only Mediator with the Father ; even 

In thee, who countest it no robbery to be equal with 
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Grod ; yea, who thyself art over all, God blessed for 
ever. Thou hast told us, that it is life eternal to 
know thee ; and that, as none can come unto the 
Father but by thee, so none shall perish who be- 
lieve in thee. O the riches of thy grace, and the 
wonders of thy mercy, that it should so be done to 
poor sinners ! Blessed for ever be thy glorious name ! 
and blessed be the God of all grace, who of his 
abundant mercy, has provided such a remedy for us 
in our lost estate ; to-^ave us through faith in him, 
when we could not be saved by any merits or per- 
formances of our own. 

Great and holy Lord ! in all that ever I do, I can- 
not but see my extreme need of a Saviour : and that 
I am undone without thy free grace in Christ Jesus. 
And therefore I desire to go to him, and to be 
found in him ; not having my own righteousness, 
but that which is through the faith of him : and to 
sit down under the shadow of that tree of life, which 
yields the richest fruits, most sweet to all who have 
ever tasted of his grace. O that Christ, who is the 
end of the law for righteousness to every one that 
believeth, may be the Lord mt righteousness ! that 
his righteousness may be imputed to me ! and that 
with me heart t may believe unto righteousness ; 
even so believe in Jesus Christ that I may be jus- 
tified by faith, and have peace with Grod, through 
him. 

The blessed Jesus is my life and strength, my 
wisdom and riches, my health and joy, my glory, 
and my all : there is no healing for my soul, but m 
his precious blood: no peace fbr my conscience, 
but in his reconciling me to God : no satisfaction to 
my mind, but in that most perfect atonement^ wMclv 
satisfies even the strictest 3U«\\c^ oi >aft«N^\^. ^ 

o 
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none but Christ ! none but Christ ! Without this 
all-sufficient Bedeemer, I am a lost creature. I be- 
seech thee,thep:efore, O Lord, (whatever else I want) 
leave me not destitute of him : but give me an in- 
terest in Christ, or I die eternally. Though I have 
so long slighted all his love, and neglected his great 
salvation, yet, O my Father, I dare not add this to 
all my other offences, to despair of that mercy, which 
in him, thou art pleased to hold forth even to the 
most sinM and unworthy. Seeing that thou art, in 
Christ Jesus, a God reconciling the world unto thy- 
self, and hast given him to be the propitiation for 
our sins : and that he came to seek and to save even 
the lost, and to call sinners to repentance ; and that 
he invites to him the labouring and heavy-laden ; 
yea, bids all that are athirst, to come and take the 
water of life freely ; and that he promises, that such 
as come to him, he will in no wise cast out ; to him 
therefore will I look, and in him will I trust : and of 
thee, my gracious Father, I beg for help to do it, as 
I ought. O be thou pleased to shine into my heart 
with thy heavenly light, to reveal thy Son in me, 
and to show me his all-sufficiency for my wants, 
yea, to show me also my own happy interest in him. 
Dear Lord ! give me thy Son to save me ; and give 
me thy Spirit to draw me to him ; and enable me to 
take hold of him, to rely upon him, and to believe in 
him, to the saving of my soul. O make me more 
acquainted with the way of saving sinners by Jesus 
Christ ; and help me humbly to acquiesce in it, and 
thankfiilly to submit to the righteousness of God. 

Seeing thou, O God of all grace, justifiest sin- 
ners freely by thy grace, not for any merit of their 
works, but for the worthiness of thy Son, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus ; O may itbe 
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given unto me, to believe on him, and to repose all 
my trust in him ; that believing, I may have life 
through his name. And may I b^ still fully per- 
suaded in my mind, that he is the true Messiah, the 
only Saviour of the world. Let me never distrust 
his power, or his love ; never be faithless, but at all 
times believing and confident, that he is my Lord, 
and my God, who loved me, and washed me from 
my sins in his own blood. And let the God of hope 
fill me with all joy and peace in believing, whilst I 
lie at the feet of Jesus, and cast my burthen upon 
the Lord, and lean on the beloved of my soul. 
Though there is nothing in me but pollution and 
disorder, O let me not keep aloof fi'om my Saviour ; 
but come to him at his call, and believe in his name, 
that through him I may be made clean and whole. 
None can more need his help, O Lord, than I do : 

that it may not pass by me ; but let the Saviour 
of the world be the Saviour of my soul ; and let 
Christ abide with my spirit, and be ever at hand, to 
do me good. O that my Bedeemer may look with 
an eye of favour upon me, and revive me with some 
tokens of his love, which is better than all the en- 
joyments and comfoits of the world. 

Help me, O thou great Author and Finisher of our 
faith, to pray in faith ; believing that I shall receive 
the things which I ask in thy name. O my Lord, 
and my God ! make me to know and believe the 
love thou hast to me ; yea, that thou hast loved me 
with an everlasting love. Make me to know, whom 

1 have believed; and, that Jesus Christ is my 
Strength and my Redeemer. And let this sweet as- 
sured nope comfort me under all troubles, fortify me 
against all temptations, and quicken me^o tVsj^'^^x- 
formance of all my duties. O tWl C\xnaX\sxv3 ^^i^S^. 
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in my heart by faith ; and that the life which I now 
live, may be oy the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me : and, though I 
now see him not, yet believing, let me rejoice in him 
with joy imspeakable, and glorified. 

It is thy gracious promise, Lord, to blot out thy 
people's transgressions, for thine own sake, and 
neither to remember their sins, nor to let sin have 
dominion over them. Thou hast promised to have 
mercy upon the wicked and unrighteous, and abun- 
dantly to pardon them, if only they forsake their 
wicked ways, and their unrighteous thoughts. Thou 
hast assured them, that thou wilt take away from 
them the heart of stone, and give them a heart of 
flesh ; that thou wilt put thy Spirit within them, 
and cause them to walk in thy statutes, and to keep 
thy judgements, and do them ; and that, when they 
unreservedly give up themselves to thee, thou wilt 
perform in them, the good work of thy grace. Thou 
hast promised, that though they fall, thou wilt up- 
hold them with thy hand, and so put thy fear in their 
hearts, that they shall not finally depart from thee. 
Thou hast assured them, that thou wilt preserve 
them to thy heavenly kingdom, and give unto them 
eternal life. O what exceedingly great and precious 
promises ! what cordials to fainting souls ! for, great 
as they are, and almost beyond belief, they shall all 
be fulfilled in their season. Faithfril is he that has 
promised, who also will do it. It is ratified in hea- 
ven ; and not one jot or tittle of thy word. Lord, 
shall pass away, till all be fulfilled. O let me be- 
lieve, that I, even I, shall see it. What time I am 
afraid, let me trust in thee ; and Jet me give glory to 
my Crodi, in believing thy gracious promises, though 
I know how unworthy I am to have atvy ^art or lot 
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in them. Let me lay up thy kind words of promise, 
O my Father, as the richest treasure ; and confide in 
them as the surest tenure : counting nothing so 
firm, as what God hath said ; and despising all the 
wealth, and honours, and pleasures of the world, in 
comparison of Thyself, and thy Son, and thy Spirit, 
and thy love, and thy grace, and thy glory ; all 
which I earnestly beg of thy bountiful hands, for 
Jesus Christ his sake, jlmen. 



A PRAYER FOR REPENTANCE. 

MOST holy Lord God, against whom I have greatly 
sinned, and who for my sins art most justly dis- 
pleased ! thou hast revealed thy wrath from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men ; and hast declared, that except we repent, we 
shall all perish. Thou wilt not save any without re- 
pentance ; though, upon our repentance, thou hast 
assured us of thy gracious pardon and acceptance. 
When we return unto thee, and humble ourselves 
before thee, thou wilt show us thy mercy, and grant 
us thy salvation. gracious Lord ! great indeed is 
thy mercy, to vouchsafe unto us this remedy. But 
O how averse am I to repent ! yea, how unable am I 
to perform this necessary work ! Thou searcher of 
hearts, thou seest that my heart is hardened, 
through the deceitMness of sin : I can not, I can 
not humble myself aright : my heart must for ever 
remain obdurate, if thou do not soften it by thy 
fi;race : I can no more turn to thee with all my 
heart, than I can turn the course of a river back to 
its fountain : unless thou draw me, I can never run 
after thee ; if thou endue me not mtVv ^orw^t Sx^^sn. 

o 3 
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on high, I must continue for ever a miserable cap- 
tive to sin and Satan. 

thou that didst cause water to gush out of the 
stony rock, break and melt my rocky heart : thou 
that fashionest all the hearts of the sons of men> 
take away frova me the heart of stone, and give me 
a heart of flesh : teach me to look on him whom my 
sins have pierced, and mourn ; cause me to be in 
bitterness for all the offences that I have committed 
against thee, the Lord of love, and the God of all my 
mercies. give me true repentance for them ; 
such repentance as thy holy word requires, and such 
as thy gracious goodness in Christ Jesus will mer- 
cifully accept : give me that repentance unto life, 
which is never to be repented of. Thou knowest, 
Lord, I desire to have that brokenness of heart, and 
that deep contrition, which thou wilt not despise : 
that thou wouldest vouchsafe it to me ! O that I 
might so repent and be converted, that my sina 
might be blotted out, and that a season of refresh- 
ing might come to me from thy presence ! Turn 
thou me, good Lord, and so shall I be turned; 
renew me in the spirit of my mind, that I may bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance ; not only confess- 
ing and bewailing my sins, but also hating and for-' 
Baking them, yea, loathing and abhorring them &om 
my inmost soul. I cannot recall my sins, Lord, 
thou knowest: but, O that I might never repeat 
them more ! that I might have such a sense of 
thy loving-kindness, as should effectually divorce 
me from all my former ways ! Let me henceforth 
walk with all possible care and circumspection, and 
make it the great business of my life to keep myself 
in thy fear and love. Let the past time suffice to 
have wrought my own will : henceforth let mc Imv 
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grace determinately to forsake all evil ways and evil 
thoughts ; that so thou may est have mercy upon me, 
and abundantly pardon all my multiplied trans- 
gressions. Hear me, O God, and answer me through 
%e infinite riches of thy grace and goodness, in 
Christ Jesus my only Saviour. %4.men. 



A PRAYER FOR HUMILITY. 



O MOST high God, infinitely glorious above all our 
expressions, or our thoughts ! Thou sittest on the 
circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as 
grasshoppers: yea, before thee all nations are as 
nothing, and counted to thee less than nothing, and 
vanity. what is man, that thou shouldest be so 
mindful of him ! yea, that he should be so unmind- 
fiil of himself, as to overlook all his own vileness 
and sinftilness, and to swell with the conceit of his 
own worth and excellence ! I desire, O Lord, to 
humble myself for the pride of my heart, and to 
confess with shame, that I have thought more high- 
ly of myself, than I ought to think ; and vain-glo- 
riously set off myself before men, when I deserved 
nothing but shame and contoion. O thou that re- 
sistest the proud, and givest grace to the humble, 
give me the grace of humility : and make me vile 
in my own eyes, that I may be accepted in thy sight. 
Make me. Lord, of the number of those poor in 
spirit, those humble and contrite ones to whom thou 
wilt look, and with whom thou wilt dwell. 

O set my sins in order before me, and make me 
to know my transgressions ; that I may not flatter 
myself in my own eyes, but look u^ow \fii^w3sS. ^% 
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sinful dust and ashes ; deserving only to be trodden 
under foot, and to be cast out, as the off-scouring of 
all things. Let me never take any thing but shame 
to myself; but at all times give thee the glory of 
whatever is good in me. weat and holy God! 
make me more studious to be thy favourite, than to 
be so accounted : and better pleased to do my duty, 
than to hear that I have done it. Neither let me 
seek glory of men, but the honour that cometh of 
God only. And the more I have received from 
thee, the more let me ascribe unto thee : and not be 
proudly opinionated of myself; but give all thanks 
and glory to thee, for any good, wherein thou hast 
made me to differ. Let me not desire the praise of 
men, whilst I am doing the work of God ; but let 
me perform all my offices, as one that would ap- 
prove himself to thee, the heart-searching God. 

discover me so to myself, that I may still walk 
humbly with my God, and be clothed with humility ; 
considering how frail I am as a creature, and how 
vile as a sinner. Let me ever hate and resist the 
pride that goeth before destruction ; and so humble 
myself under thy mighty hand, that thou mayest ex- 
alt me in due time. And for all the good that ever 
I have performed or enjoyed, not unto me, O Lord, 
not unto me, but to thy name, be all the praise and 
glory, humbly and heartily acknowledged and ren- 
dered, both now and evermore, jlmen. 



A PRAYER FOR TENDERNESS OF HEART. 

Almighty Lord, the God of all grace, who speakest 
to the heart and it obeys thee ; and when it is 
^rown callous and hard, canst make it soft and re- 
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ienting ; and give sight and sense even to such as 
are blind and past feeling ! O show the power of thy 
heavenly grace, in working upon this stupid, insen- 
sible heart of mine ; that I may know the evil of my 
sins, and the things belonging to my peace. And be 
thou pleased to give me such a sight of my sins, such 
humiliation of soul, and brokenness of heart, as may 
pirepare me for all the promised mercies of my God 
in Uhrist Jesus. O Father of mercies, punish not 
my past sins, by leaving me to commit sin with 
greediness : nor ever give me up to such blindness 
of Xfkind, and hardness of heart as shall render me 
senseless and incorrigible. But quicken and awa- 
ken my dull soul, into a lively sense of sin, and 
tenderness of conscience, and due apprehension of 
my great, eternal concerns. O make me ever 
jealous over my heart, and watchful over my ways ; 
continually fearing to offend, and endeavouring to 
please, my God : enable me to keep my heart with 
all diligence, that it be not hardened through the 
deceitfolness of sin : and to stand at a distance from 
every evil and accursed thing, that is provoking in 
thy sight, and destructive to my soul. 

O let me not continue in sin, that grace may 
abound ; nor abuse that mercy which has so long 
borne with me, and been so abimdantly good to me : 
but give me, O my God, such an abundant increase 
of spiritual life, as may produce in me a greater 
quickness of spiritual sense, and make my conscience 
quick of feeUng, even as the apple of my eye ; that 
1 may so feel my sins here, as to prevent my feeling 
them for ever, when there shall be no remedy. 
From hardness of heart, and contempt of thy word 
and commandments, good Lord, deliver me. Give 
me a heart so soft and tender, as to ^m\\A «sA ^^xt^'^^'^ 
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me for every even the least evil. Impress it with 
such a fear of offending thee, that it may keep me 
back, not only from gross and scandalous offences, 
but from 'all that is suspicious, or that has a ten- 
dency to sin ; even from the occasions of falling, 
and from the very appearance of evil. O let me so 
observe thee, with a child-like tenderness, and aw- 
ful regard, all the days of my life ; that I may not 
slavishly dread thee now, or be consumed with thy 
terrors in the day of thy wrath : but may then re- 
ceive the blessed portion of thy children, who look- 
ed for, and hasted to, the coming of the day of 
Christ. Amen, 



A PRATER FOR THE FEAR OF GOD. 

Lord, the great and dreadful God ! in whose 
hands is my time, and at whose mercy is my soul, 
and all that concerns me both here and for ever; 
thou, even thou, art to be feared: and who may 
stand in thy sight, when once thou art angry ? The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom ; and 
happy is the man that feareth always : but to harden 
our hearts against thy fear, is not only folly and im- 
piety, but madness and ruin. I am afraid, O Lord, 
because I have feared thee no more ; I am a&aid 
because I have thought so lightly of thee ; who 
couldest, if it had pleased thee, have avenged thee 
of thine adversary, and cast me, at any moment, into 
the depths of hell. I am afraid, because I have 
been so fearless in the ways of sin, where I should 
not have dared to venture ; and so timorous in the 
cause of God, where I should not have feared the 
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face of any man. O absolve me, I beseech thee, 
good Lord, from all this guilt that lies upon me : 
and put thy fear into my heart ; Jthat I may never 
experience what a fearful thing it is to fall into thy 
hands. O stir up my heart to fear thy name ! and 
let thy fear be ever before my eyes, to restrain me 
frcHn the evil of my ways. Let me so stand in awe 
of thee, that I may not dare to provoke thee. Let 
me not be so much afraid of a man that shall die, 
as of the almighty, ever living. God; nor so fear 
any loss or suffering (which can at most be only tem- 
poral,) as I fear the sin and wickedness, that would 
deprive me of the good. everlasting. O let me fear 
the Lord, and depart firom evil : let me have my 
God in such regard, that I may not wil^Uy violate 
thy holy laws : let me ever be afraid to dishonour 
thy name, or to rebel against thy word, or to rest 
short of what thou requirest at my hands. And O 
that thy fear may not only keep under some of my 
sins, but regulate my whole life, and sway my very 
heart : that I may do thy will entirely from the 
heart, and go onto perfect holiness in the fear of God. 
May I fear thy name, and not dishonour it ; fear 
thy wrath, and not provoke it ; fear thy word, and 
not despise it ; fear thy goodness, and not abuse it : 
fear thy omniscience, and not make bold with secret 
sins : fear thy omnipotence, and not strive with my 
Maker in any case. And j^ive me, O my God, the 
right mixture of fear and raith ; that I may not in- 
cline either to presumption or despair ; that, in the 
event of crosses or evUs coming upon me, I may not 
sink down into such consternations, as shall unfit 
me for my duty : and that no successes, or pros- 
pects, of this world's good, may harden my hearty ot 
lift me up into wantonness and sti)ib\>orDk\i<&%^^>:Si!^^^ 
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thee : but that I may keep up an awM regard of 
thy glorious Majesty, and a duti^l respect to all 
thy holy commands, to the latest hour of my life. 



A PRATER FOR THE LOVE OF GOD. 

O THOU infinite goodness and love, who art most 
sweet and amiable in thyself; and most attractive oil 
account of thy glorious excellencies and perfections ; 
and also for all the wonders of thy mercy and 
bounty ! What rich mercy is it, that thou hast made 
us capable of loving thee (beyond which the highest 
angels know no greater bhss ;) yea, that thou hast 
not only given us capacities for it, but the greatest 
obligations, to engage our hearts to it ! Yet after aM 
the reasons and motives which we have to love otff 
God, O how poor and defective has been my love ! 
Yea, in what strangeness and enmity to thee, 
Lord, have I lived ! It is my sin and shame, and 
misery, to be so listless and backward to thy love. 
O my God, I have done foolishly and wickedly, in 
forsaking the fountain of living waters, to hew to 
myself broken cisterns, that can hold no water: 
shutting my heart against the love of my chiefest 
good ; and preferring any trifles and vanities of tluB 
present time, yea, and the satisfaction of my own 
foolish and hurtfd lusts, above thee and thy love, 
which is better than life. 

O gracious God ! be thou pleased to pardon W 
the defects of my love to thee, and all the excesM 
of my love to earthly things ; and turn my inclinr 
tions and affections from all vain objects, to ti 
blessed self, who art most worthy of all my lov 
and (to conquer all my prejudice, and for ever v 
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my heart) O show thyself to me as a pardoning God, 
full of compassion, ready to forgive, and willing to 
save. Yea, make me to know so much of the love 
wherewith thou hast loved me, that I may make bet- 
ter returns of love, to the gracious Giver of all my 
good. Touch my heart with such a powerful sense 
of thy loveliness and thy loving-kindness, that I may 
experience stronger desires and inclination after 
thee, and greater complacence and delight in thee ; 
and may love all other things, in comparison of my 
best and dearest Lord, as if I loved them not. 

The Lord direct my heart into the love of God ; 
and shed abroad, and increase thy love in my heart : 
that I may love the Lord my God with all my heart 
and soul, and mind and strength. O show me the 
vanity of all those tempting things, which would 
draw away my love from thyself: and so discover 
thyself to my soul, that my heart may be unalterably 
fixed on thee : yea, make this heart of mine, which 
has been so cold and insensible to thy love, to feel 
henceforth its mighty warmth and power ; that, from 
complaining of the want, I may come to rejoice in 
the abundance, of it. O my life, my hope, and joy, 
that hast so much and eternally obliged me ! give 
me the grace and the power to love thee : let me 
be ever longing to appear before thee, and delight- 
ing in the duties that bring me nigh to thee, and 
that help me to communion with thee. Increase 
my love to thy word, and to all the things of thy 
spirit and grace. And let me take more satisfaction 
and pleasure in the light of thy countenance, than in 
any mcrease of com and wine, and all the most de- 
sired enjoyments of this life. O let me not rest in 
the gifts, forgetting the bountifol Giver of every ^<yL 
thing : but Siaw me, and 30m iivy \iftttx\., ^««x.\jsst^^ 

p 
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still nearer to thyself, with the cords of love. And 
together with all my enjoyments in the world, O let 
me enjoy still more of thee my God ; in the enjoy- 
ment of whom, consists all my true life, and peace, 
and happiness, here and for ever. Engage to thy- 
self, O my Lord, the chief and choicest affections of 
my heart ; and take it the willing captive of thy 
love. And help me at all times to manifest my 
love to thee, by hating evil, and keeping thy com- 
mands, and delighting to do thy will, O my God. 
Let the desire of my soul, the care of my heart, and 
the endeavour of my life, be to observe and please 
thee. And so secure my heart, Lord, to thyself, 
that I may not go a whoring from thee ; but may 
be rooted and grounded in thy love, and through 
thy good help and grace, may keep myself in the 
love of God ; looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life, ^men. 



A PRATER FOR HOPE. 



O Lord God of hope, the blessed founder of all our 
great and glorious expectations ! thou hast promised 
thy people such bliss and glory, as is not only above 
all our deserts to enjoy, but above all our venr 
thoughts to conceive. Yet inconceivable as it is, it 
is not too great for thine almighty hand, and thy 
boundless love, to give. And, because thou hast 
made such preparations for thy people, answerable to 
thine own infinite greatness and goodness, thou art 
not ashamed to be called their God. None has 
seen, nor can tell or think, the things which thou, 
God, hast laid up for them that love thee. But it 
is good to hope, and quietly wait for the salvation of 
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the Lord. Even in dark days, and perilous times, 
when thou makest us to know adversity, and 
threatenest us with still increasing judgements, yet 
it is our duty patiently to wait for thee, till thou re- 
turn unto us in mercy, and cause the light of thy 
coimtenance to shine upon us. 

O my Grod ! give me such a hope as may lift up 
my head, and strengthen my heart, and embolden 
my spirit, against ail temptations and discourage- 
ments of the present time : that I may never 3deld 
to any consternations, so as to destroy my &ith and ' 
hope, or unfit me for thy work and service. O give 
me for an helmet, the hope of salvation ; that hope, 
which may be as an anchor to my soul, both sure 
and steadSuBt. let me hope and praise thee more 
and more ; and rejoice in the hope that maketh not 
ashamed ; yea, and hold fast the rejoicing of my 
hope firm unto the end. 

Though I am sinfiil and unworthy, yet let me 
hope in the Lord, with whom there is mercy and 
plenteous redemption, to redeem his people from all 
their iniquities. O gracious God, infinitely good ! I 
could have no hope, but in thy tender mercies, and 
in thine exceeding great and precious promises, which 
give assurance of pardon and acceptance to all that 
humbly seek thee, through the mediation of thy 
Son, Jesus Christ. But I beseech thee, O Lord, 
remember thy word unto thy servant, on which thou 
hast caused me to hope. O seal me with that holy 
Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inher- 
itance ; that I may abound in hope, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost. Let Christ in me be my 
hope of glory : and having this hope in me, help me 
to purify myself, as my Lord is pure : that my ha^<isv 
may be rational and well-founded •, viA V\«xA.^sia?i 



150 A PRATER FOR CHARITY. 

be counted worthy to enjoy thee in thy kingdom 
and glory, through the name and merits of Jesus 
Christ, my only Mediator and Redeemer. Amen, 



A PRATER FOR CHARITT. 

O MOST gracious and merci^l Lord our God, who 
art goodness and love itself; thou hast commanded^ 
that he who loveth thee should love his brother 
also : yea, that we should .love our neighbour as 
ourselves. Father of mercies, forgive me all my 
sins of uncharitableness ; and give me a heart to 
abound with loving-kindness, to all who are par- 
takers of my nature, and objects of thy fatherly corn- 
passion. Let me not despise any for their low 
estate ; nor hate any for their abusive carriage ; nor 
cast off any as reprobate for their scandalous wicked- 
ness : but be kindly affectioned to all : desirous of 
their holiness and happiness; and contributing 
what lieth in me, to promote it ; showing the mer- 
cy, which thou knowest I need; and forgiving 
others, as I myself desire to be forgiven. Make me 
ready to distribute, and willing to communicate: 
and, as I should be glad to find favour, and to re- 
ceive a supply of my own wants, give me, O gra- 
cious God, a large heart, and (according to my 
ability) an open hand : that I may give cheeriully,and 
sow pleutifiiUy, while I have time ; doing good unto 
all men, especially to them that are of the house- 
hold of faith : yea, loving the opportunities of such 
well-doins ; and blessing thy name, for disposing 
me to seek refreshment to my own bowels in glad- 
dening the hearts of thy poor. 
And O that we may all approve ourselves the dis- 
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ciples of our Lord, by the love we have one to 
another ; and show that we are passed from death 
to life, because we love the brethren. May we 
ever esteem them above all: and regard those as 
dearest imto us, who most distinguish themselves 
in performing thy blessed will. let our love be 
without dissimulation; not only in word and in 
tongue, but in deed and in truth. May we love one 
another with a pure heart fervently : may we seek 
the good of all, however undeserving they may be 
in themselves, or however hostile us : and let our 
delight be in the saints, and in the righteous, that 
are more excellent than their neighbours. Make 
us to love them for thy holy image appearing in 
them ; and to set our hearts upon them, because 
thou art with them, and hast a favour unto them, 
and hast loved them with an everlasting love. O 
Lord of love, keep me from censoriousness, and 
rash judging of any ; that I may think and hope 
iJie best of all, which their case will admit ; and 
love every one for his sake, who has showed the 
greatest love to us all, even our dearest Lord, and 
only Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



A PRAYER FOR CHASTITY. 

O GrOD of infinite purity : thou hast called us, 
not to imcleanness, but to holiness. Thou hast 
commanded us to be holy, as thou art holy: and 
hast promised to none but the pure in heart, that 
they shall see thee here in the beauties of holiness, 
and partake of thy joys above. O how shall I, a 
polluted wretch, show myself before thee, who art 
perfect purify; and in whose sigVit cN«aV«w«vi.S\*- 

p 3 
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self is not clean ! most gracious Lord ! look not 
upon me, as I am in myself; for through my sins I 
have made myself so vile, that, unless thou hide 
thy face from my sins, thou canst not but abhor my 
soul and pour out all thy wrath upon me. In thy 
tender mercy wash me thoroughly from my iniquity : 
cleanse me from all my sin and guilt, in that foun- 
tain opened for sin and for uncleanness, even in the 
precious blood of the Lamb of God, who was slain 
to take away the sins of the world. Lord, if thou 
wilt, thou canst make me clean : O create in me a 
clean heart ; and say to my defiled soul as thou didst 
to the leper, " I will, be thou clean." O my God ! 
cast the unclean spirit out of thy temple : and if he 
will not go out, but by prayer, and fasting, let me 
add such abstinence to my prayers, as may help to 
mortify the fleshly lusts that war against my soul. 
And by any means, help me, O my Strength and toj 
Bedeemer, to possess my vessel in sanctificatioii 
and honour ; not in the lusts of concupiscence, as 
those that know not God. Holy Lord ; chase away 
the birds of prey, that would devour thy sacrifice ; 
and drive out these unclean beasts, that would 
trample down the plantation of thy grace in my soul. 
O let me not live after the flesh, lest I die eternally : 
but enable me by thy Spirit to mortify the deeds of 
the body, that I may live forever. Instead of doing 
the works of the flesh, let me hate the very garmeiU 
spotted with it ; and not, without utter detestation, 
so much as name the things which are practised by 
many without remorse. Help me, my God, to 
avoid every occasion of falling; and to abstain from 
all appearance of evil: help me so to delight in 
purity, and to keep myself from my iniquity, that I 
may walk as becomes a child of my heavenly Fa* 
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ther ; not grieving thy holy Spirit, but doing the 
things which are pleasing in thy sight, through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. Amen, 



A PRATER FOR MEEKNESS AND PEACEABLENESS. 

ALMIGHTY God, who alone canst order the un- 
ruly wills and affections of sinful men ! wilt thou be 
pleased to subdue my exhorbitant passion^ and sup- 
press in me that pride from whence cometh conten- 
tion ; and root out every thought that is inconsistent 
with gentleness and meekness of spirit. O help me 
to put away all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamour, and evil-speaking, with all malice. And 
however I am tempted and provoked, O that I may 
possess my soul in patience : and not be overcome 
with evil, but overcome evil with good. And en- 
able us, O God of patience, to bear one another's 
Iburdens, and to forbear one another in love : that 
we may not contend, but for the faith of Christ ; nor 
strive but to enter in at the strait gate ; nor provoke 
one another, but unto love and to good works. 

If thou the great God shouldst enter into judge- 
ment with me, and break out into fury upon me, as 

1 have been ready to take fire at affronts, and to fall 
with rage upon my antagonists, how soon should I 
be consumed^ and sink under the load of my nu- 
merous transgressions ! O may I ever dread to be 
rigid towards others, knowing how much I myself 
stand in need of mercy ! And do thou the God of 
peace and love, forgive me, I beseech thee, all the 
sins that ever I have committed against peace and 
love. O let the peace of God rule in my heart '^ axyi 
thy wonderfiil long-suffering to'wwds i£v^\i^ ^N<st. «sn. 
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engagement upon me to show all meekness to all 
men! Let me bear the ignorance and wickednjess, 
the follies and mistakes, the wrongs and indignities 
of my fellow-creatures, seeing that I myself am un- 
done without the forbearance of God; and have 
nothing to hope for, or to comfort myself in, but the 
finding of such favour at thy hands. 

O teach and help us all to live in peace, and to 
love in truth, following peace with all men, and 
walking iftlove as Clirist has loved us ; that we may 
be united and knit together as fellow-members cjf 
the same body, whereof he is the glorious head. 
Teach me to look at the example of him, who, though 
grievously wronged and provoked, yet did not cry, 
nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the 
streets : and ofhim let me learn meekness and low- 
liness of heart, that in him I may find rest to mj 
soul. O my God ! suppress all bitter resentments 
in my mind : and let the law of kindness be ever ia 
my tongue ; and a meek and quiet spirit showing it- 
self in all the conduct of my life. And, Lord, make 
us all so gentle and peaceable, and easy to be en- 
treated, and hard to oe provoked, that we may be 
followers of God, as dear children : and that thou 
the God of peace, mayest be with us, and delight to 
dwell amongst us, and rejoice over us, to do us 
good; for thy mercy's sake in Christ Jesus. Amen. 



A PRATER FOR PATIENCE. 



O MT god! thou knowest what an evil world we 

live in ; and how much I myself have contributed 

to make it still worse by my sins ; and shall I, who 

have done so little good, and so much evil, expect 
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nothing but good at thy hands ! In the world thou 
hast told us, we shall have tribulation : and O that 
tribulation may work patience ; and that I may be 
contented to bear whatever thou art pleased to lay 
upon me. Enable me to possess my soul in pa- 
tience, however tried by corrections from thy hand, 
or by injuries from the hands of men. To blame 
the instrument, or complain of thy providence, un- 
der the pressures l3ang upon me, will but torment 
myself and still add to that which I coimt so 
gprievous to endure. O let me better provide for my 
own ease as well as duty than to disquiet myself in 
vain. And, whatever thou doest with me, Lord, 
let me be dumb, and not open my mouth to reply or 
murmur : because it is thy doing. Make me to ac- 
quiesce and rest satisfied even in the bitterest dis- 
pensations of thy good providence ; contented with 
such things as I have, and patient in the want of 
such comforts as I have not. And since nothing 
but trouble and sorrow is my deserved portion, 
let me not be querulous and froward : forasmuch as 
thou dealest not with me after my sins, nor reward- 
est me according to my iniquities. May I patiently 
encounter all difficulties and grievances in my pas- 
sage through tliis weary, troublesome world ; know- 
ing that the same afflictions are accomplished in my 
brethren that are in the world, and that it is but the 
common lot of all sinAil mortals upon earth. O 
make me patient until the coming of the Lord ; en- 
during all things with a meek and quiet spirit ; and 
thoroughly convinced, that they are happy that en- 
dure ; and that such as endure imto the end shall be 
saved. O my Lord, let not any pains or sufferings 
ever drive me from thee : but rather be the mean& 
of bringing me nearer to thee, AxidY^X. ^^fc x«iEkS\s\.- 
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brance of the great day of the Lord, and of the eter- 
nal state that is approaching, work in me a contempt 
of this world, a mortification of my lusts, and a pa- 
tient abiding of the cross. Make me to feel that it 
is of very Uttle importance what we enjoy, or what 
we suffer here for a short season, provided we be de- 
livered from the wrath to come, and be made happy 
in thy kingdom for evermore. O let me, by patient 
c6ntiniiance in well doing, seek for glory andhcmour 
and immortality; and count nothing in this world 
either dear to possess, or difficult to sufier ; so that 
I may but finish my course with joy, and at the last 
rest from all my labours and troubles, with the re- 
deemed and blessed of the Lord. All this I wait 
and beg for at thy good hands, O my gracious Fa- 
ther, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen, 



A PRAYER FOR THE MORTIFICATION OF ALL FLESHLY 

LUSTS. 

I HAVE vowed and promised unto thee my Grod, to 
renounce all the sinfiil lusts of the flesh : and I am 
devoted, as one holy to the Lord ; that, having put 
on Jesus Christ, I should no more make provision 
for the flesh, to fiilfil the lusts thereof; but should 
cleanse myself from all filthiness of flesh and Spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God. But though 
I have some delight in the law of God, after the in- 
ner man, yet I find another law in my members war- 
ring against the law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity to the law of sin, which is in my mem- 
bers. And this I acknowledge and bewail before 
thee, O Lord, my God; who alone canst set me 
^e irom the iusts that are too hard for me. O help 
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me, thou God of my salvation, against the power of 
these prevailing iniquities: and purge away my 
sins, for the glory of thy name. May the time past 
suffice to have served my own lusts and pleasures* 
O let not sin any longer reign in my mortal hody, 
that I should ohey it in the lusts thereof. But help 
me, Lord, to cut off the right hand, and to pluck 
out the right eye ; to keep under my hody, and to 
hringit into subjection, that I may have the mastery 
of my lusts, and overcome the sins, that have so 
often overcome me. O mortify and destroy in 
me every vicious inclination, that exalts itself 
against the authority of my Lord ; and that gives 
Satan an advantage over me. 

Preserve me, Lord most holy ! from all those 
sin^l pleasures, that would rob me of the pleasures 
which are at thy right hand for evermore. O let 
me not lead a sensual life, minding the things of the 
flesh, as if they were worthy of my esteem ; but 
make me spiritually-minded, that I may, above all 
things, savour and relish the things of the Spirit of 
God. Let not any sinful appetite, but thy heavenly 
Spirit and grace, have the predominance in my soul : 
do thou, and thou alone govern my heart and life. 
Especially let the sins to which I am most strongly 
tempted, be effectually subdued. O let me not 
yield myself a miserable slave to my lusts ; but de- 
mean myself as a wise and faithful follower of my 
Lord and Saviour. And as thou who hast called 
me, art holy, so make me holy in disposition, and 
in all my conversation ; that being a lover and fol- 
lower of holiness, I may be counted worthy to see 
and enjoy my Lord. O gird me with might to that 
spiritual conflict wherein I am engaged : enable m& 
to fight, not only against fleah waiSi \Ao«A^ Vo^ 
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against those infernal foes, who are too strong fof 
me to deal with, that (through Christ strengthening 
me) I may vanquish all that withstands thy gloiy, 
and my salvation; and go on conquering and to 
conquer, till Satan be for ever bruised under my 
feet. Fight for me, and fight with me, O my God ; 
that nothing may ever separate me from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus my Lord, ^men. 



A PRAYER FOR SINCERITY. 

O MY Lord, the only wise God, whose imderstand* 
ing is infinite, and from whom no thought can be 
withheld! Thou fillest the whole world with thy 
presence, and hast all things ever naked and open 
before thine eyes. Thou that teachest man know- 
ledge, shall not thou know ? Thou searchest the 
heart, and hast even our most secret sins in the 
light of thy countenance. And thou chiefly callest 
for our hearts ; and requirest truth in the inward 
parts ; and wilt bring every work into judgement, 
and every secret thing, whether good or evil. My 
God, I acknowledge and bewail before thee, the 
guile and deceitfulness of my heart, I lament that I 
have been so unmindful of thy presence, and so re- 

fardless of thy glorious Majesty. I confess, . 
iOrd, that for these things thou mightest long 
since have cut me off, and appointed me my por- 
tion with the hypocrites. But, as thou hast spared 
me thus long, humble me, I beseech thee, and par- 
don me, for all the hypocrisy and treacherous deal- 
ing whereof I have been guilty. And as thou canst 
speak to the heart, and order it even as thou wilt, 
O make my heart right with thee, and without any 
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aHowed guile in thy sight : that so I may not be 
athamed, or be found wanting in that day, when 
thou shalt come to judge the world. 

O let thine all-seeing eye, and not the eye of the 
world, restrain and regulate my conduct. And let 
thy blessed favour, more than the approbation of 
sinfiil man, be ever my study and delight. Search 
me, O God, and try me ; and whatever impardoned 
guilt or imrepented wickedness, whatever unknown 
error or countenanced lust, lies in my soul, O help 
me to see it ; and, of thy mercy, deliver me from it : 
and let me not regard iniquity in my heart : let no 
presumptuous sins have dominion over me. Let me 
not allow myself in any way of wickedness : nor go 
on in formality and hjrpocrisy to serve thee : but 
enable me to walk before thee with an upright heart, 
and to do all things sincerely and heartily, as unto 
the Lord. O let me not be only almost, but alto- 
gether a Chhstiiui ; obeying from the heart all thy 
holy will ; and not so much concerned to seem 
religions, as to be so in deed and in truth. Make 
me willing to part with the dearest sins, and to per- 
ibrm the hardest duties, for the sake of that adorable 
Saviour, who left the highest gloiy, and endured the 
forest misery, for the sake of my soul. O make me 
true to my own convictions, and faithful in exerting 
my own endeavours : yea, make me ever jealous 
(SVer my heart, and conscientious in all my thoughts, 
and wcNpds, and ways : that my praise may not be of 
l»en, but of Grod ; and that I may have continual 
njoicing in th^ testimony of my own conscience, 
and in &at peace of God, which passeth all under^ 
Htandinff. O my Father, who seest in secret ! let 
fhe performins; of thy holy will, and the honouring 
of thy blessed name, and the enjoying ol i^ces ^^- 

Q 
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cious favour, be the great end, which I design and 
aim at, in all my actions and undertakings : that 
thou the great and good God, majest in uL things 
be glorified by me, through Jesus Christ, jlmen. 



A PRAYER FOR INCREASE OF GRACE. 

God of all grace, who (mickenest the dead, and 
art both the Author and Finisher of thy people's 
fkith ! thou hast told us that the path of the just is 
as the shining light, that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day ; and that they go from strength 
to strength, growing in grace, till they appear before 
thee in glory. But, O Lord, how barren and un- 
fruitM have I been among the trees of righteous- 
ness ! and how little have I made my profiting to 
appear under all the means of grace which thou 
hast merciftdly vouchsafed unto me ! how weak and 
low am I still in my spiritual estate ! how weak is 
my will, and small my strength, to that which is 
good ! how much am I behind many of thy servants, 
who have not had the helps and advantages which 

1 have so long enjoyed ! and how little is it to be 
seen in my life, what great things the Lord has done 
for my soul ! O my God, I have not well improved 
the talents which thou hast put into my hands ; nor 
answered the care and kindness of heaven, which I 
have so long experienced. Thou hast not been 
wanting to me, O good Lord ! but I have been ex- 
ceedingly wanting to myself, and to that duty which 
I owe to thee, my God. I am ashamed that it is no 
better with me ; that so many mercies have been 
lost upon me. Forgive me, O my Father, and renew 
me after thy blessed image. O help me still mora 
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and more, to put off the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts ; and to put on the 
new man, which, after God, is created in righteous- 
ness and true holiness. Whatever else I want. 
Lord, deny me not thy grace : but increase it in me, 
and discover it still more and more upon me. Yea, 
let the graces of thy Spirit that accompany salva- 
tion^ so flourish in my soul, that the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding may keep my heart 
and mind, through Christ Jesus. 

Blessed Saviour; who camest into the world, 
that we might have life, and have it more abundant- 
ly ; let me receive out of thy fulness grace sufficient 
forme ; that I may be strong in the Lord, and ready 
to every good work. My Life, my Strength, and 
my Redeemer ! leave me not under the curse of bar- 
renness, to halt or dechne in my spiritual estate : 
uut, as thou hast wrought all my works in me, 
stablish, I beseech thee, that which thou hast 
wrought for me ; and strengthen the things which 
remain, that are ready to die. Let the seeds of 
grace which thou hast sown in my heart be watered 
by thy good Spirit ; that my soul may prosper and 
increase with the increase of God, even as a watered 
garden, or as a spring whose waters fail not. Make 
me to grow in knowledge and in grace : and to 
abound in all those fruits of righteousness, which 
are by Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God ! 
that so I may have the witness in myself, that I am 
thy servant. O my Lord ! carry on with power the 
work of £^th and holiness in my soul ; that my sin- 
ful corruption may grow weaker and weaker : and 
thy grace in me may grow stronger and stronger ; 
till from groaning under the body of sin and death, 
I come to triumpn over all the enemies oi! \sx:<3 ^^sss^^ 
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And as thou art pleased to afford me the means of 
grace, O grant me the increase of thy grace, that 
they may not be lost upon me ; but that in the use 
of them, it may be made still wiser, and holier, and 
better, and fitter for thy blessed acceptance, in Jesus 
Christ my only Saviour. A^nen. 



A PRATER FOR QUICKENING GRACE. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE and bewail before thee, O thou liv- 
ing and all-seeing God, my sinM dulness, and back- 
wardness to the duties of thy holy service. When 
I should delight in the law of God, and serve thee 
with gladness, and make it my meat and drink to do 
the will of my heavenly Father, how celd and 
listless am I in the performance of that which is 
best for me, and which most nearly and eternally 
concerns me ! I am aUve to the world, and very apt 
to be transported with the objects of sense ; but 
how heavy and dead in those offices of attendance 
on my Lord, which are the joy and glory of all the 
hosts of heaven! My soul cleaveth to the dust! 
quicken me, OLord, according to thy word ; accord- 
ing to thy precept, which commands us to be spiritu- 
ally-minded, and to be fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord. And quicken me, O my God, according to 
the word of thy promise, that sin shall not have 
dominion over thy servants ; and that thou wilt per- 
fect that which concemeth them. Dear Lord f be 
thou pleased to perfect that which concerns my 
soul. And engage the love of my heart to thy ser- 
vice. Let it be my delight to do thy will, O God: 
and with an enlarfi;ed heart to run the way of thT 
comirandB. help me to put forth myself with 
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vigour and activity in thy holy ways ; and to apply 
myself to the perfonnance of thy blessed will, not 
only because I must, but because it is the desire of 
my soul, and the joy of my heart, to be so engaged : 
let nothing in the world give me so much pleasure 
and satisfaction, as to approve my heart unto thee 
my God, and to have all my works acceptable in 
thy sight, through Jesus Christ, my only Mediator 
and Advocate. Amen, 



A PRATER FOR THE DIVINE ASSISTANCE. 

Lord God Almighty, who givest power to the 
fftint, and increaseth strength to them that have no 
might ! without thee I can do nothing ; I am un- 
able even to will or think any thing that is good, or 
to keep myself from any thing that is evil : but my 
help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven 
and earth. Thou, my God, art able to keep me 
from falling, and to make me perfect in every good 
work, and to work in me that which is well-pleasing 
in thy sight, through Christ Jesus. And thou hast 
encouraged me to come boldly to the throne of 
ffrace, that I may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help me in time of need. Lord of all power and 
grace ! I come, trusting in thine almighty strength, 
thine infinite goodness, and thy gracious promises ; 

1 come to ask of thee whatsoever is wanting in my- 
self ; and to obtain grace sufficient for me. Let thy 
good Spirit help my infirmities, and strengthen me 
with might in the inner man : that so I may be 
strone in the Lord, and in the power of his might ; 
and do all things as I ought, through Christ 
Btrengtheiiing me. 

q3 
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O thou that hast shown thyself graciouslj on mj 
hehalf, and hast hrought me hitherto, I heseech thee, 
cast me not off, nor ahandon me to myself, who am 
a reed shaken with the wind, a leaf driven to and 
fro ; hut let me still experience thy help at handy 
and find thee to he an all-sufiicient God, performing 
all things for me. I will go forth in the strength of 
the Lord God, and trust in the Lord Jehovah, in 
whom is everlasting strength. O my Lord! com^ 
to my succour, and oe thou my helper ; carry me on 
in thy holy ways ; and make all that I think, and 
speak and do, acceptable in thy sight. O may I both 
put forth myself, to stir up the grace of God that is 
in me ; and let me find such fresh supplies of grace^ 
that I may see my desires accomplished, and my en- 
deavours brought to good effect, through Jesus 
Christ, our Strength and our Redeemer, •/imen. 



A PRATER BEFORE THE HEARING OF GOD*S WORD. 

O MOST blessed Lord, the God of all grace ! who 
art pleased to send out thy light and thy truth 
among us ; both to discover our sins unto us, and 
also to make the way of life and salvation plain be- 
fore us ; be thou pleased also to send the Spirit of 
thy Son into our hearts ; to make it plain to our un- 
derstanding, and to render it the savour of life unto 
our souls. P Lord, open our ears, and quicken oui 
attention to the instructions that shall be given us^ 
that we may receive thy word with all carefiilness 
and meekness, yea, with all readiness and gladness, 
with an unfeigned delight in it, and a hearty desire 
to live and grow by it. And strengthen our memo- 
nes^ that wc may treasure up and retain what we 
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hear ; that we may uot let it slip, but may derive 
gubstantial benefit from it, and be to all eternity the 
better for it. O gracious God, teach us to profit ; 
and make our improvement more answerable to 
those means of grace, which through thy mercy we 
enjoy. Let the woid which shall sound in our 
ears, sink down also into our hearts, and take root 
within us, and produce in our lives the fruits of 
riefateousness. Let us not be forgetful hearers, but 
feithftd doers of thy word. O let the immortal seed 
of this heavenly word beget such principles of grace 
and holiness in our hearts, as may be in us a well of 
water springing up to everlasting life. Make us so 
obedient to thy holy precepts that we may also in- 
herit the glorious promises of thy word. O let our 
teachers be taught of God ; and direct the stewards 
of thy mysteries, to give unto every one his portion 
in due season. And whilst thy servants are plant- 
ing and watering, do thou, God, bestow thy 
blessing, and send an abundant increase. Make the 
waters of thy sanctuary healing to our souls. Yea, 
make thy word as fire in the mouths of thy messen- 
gers : and make it to come home to our souls in de- 
monstration of the Spirit and of power. Let it be 
mighty through God, to the pulling down of strong 
horns, and subduing all opposition to the obedience 
of Christ. Come down in the midst of us, God 
of our salvation ; and cause thy word to do thy great 
and glorious work upon all our hearts ; that we may 
have reason to praise and glorify thee to all eternity. 



1 
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A PRAYER AFTER HEARING OF THE WORD. 

We bless thee, Lord, the living God, who boldest 
our souls in life, and providest for us that heavenly 
food, by which we are to live for ever. It has now 
been delivered and received ; but the blessing is in 
thy hands, O gracious God, to make it prosperous 
and successful, to the gaining and saving of immor- 
tal souls. wilt thou be pleased to send it home 
to the heart ; and there make it to abide, till it has 
done thy will, and wrought thy work effectually. 
Make use of it now to build us up in the faith 
of Christ, and to help us forward in all holiness of 
life : let every hearer become a doer of thy word, 
that we may all, in this world, be blessed in our 
deeds, and hereafter be for ever blessed in the joy 
of our Lord. 

O that all who have been convinced of their sins, 
may also be converted to thyself! that they may 
not only think of the holy change that is to be 
wrought in them, but seek incessantly the attain- 
ment of it. And let thy blessed Spirit so prevail 
with them, that their good impressions may not be 
lost, till they have eftected the work of thy grace 
within them. make thy word mighty through 
God, to plant thy grace where it is not ; to increase 
it where it is; and to bring us all into a state of 
greater nearness to thee, and more entire conformity 
to thine image. Let us find our knowledge more 
clear and spiritual ; our faith more firm and opera- 
tive ; and all our graces continually increasing in 
strength and activity. Let us so hear, that our 
souls may live before thee, both now and evermore. 
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A PRATER FOR MINDFULNESS OF GOd's PRESENCE. 

O Lord, the infinite, incomprehensible God ! thou 
ait the high and holy One, who inhabitest eternity, 
and dwellest in the light which no man can approach 
unto ; and from thy glorious throne in heaven, thou 
lookest down up^ all the inhabitants of the earth, 
to give unto every one according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings. Though no 
mortal eye can see thee, no finite understanding 
comprehend thee, yet thou art here, and every 
where present ; and now and evermore thou seest 
us, and understandest our thoughts afar off: and art 
thoroughly acquainted with all our ways. Yea, thou 
art so universally observant, as to have a particular 
concern for every person and action in the whole 
world. Great God ! thou fillest heaven and earth 
with thy presence ; O fill my heart with thy grace, 
and with a mindfulness of thy presence with me ; 
that I may set the Lord always before me ; and ever- 
more remember thee in all my ways. 

O that ever I should forget the God that made 
me ; the God who quickens every thing that lives, 
concurs with every thing that moves, and upholds 
everything that has a being, throughout the world ! 

that I should have been, as it were, without thee 
in the world, and forgetful of thee, in whom I ever 
live and move, and am ; and who hast been watchful 
over me for good all my days ! Holy God ! because 

1 have regarded thee no more, thou mightest make 
me sensible of thy presence, in judgements worthy 
of thyself. But, O Lord, in mercy pardon all such 
my sinful neglect and inadvertence. XxA ^"^Y^ssv 
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ever exposed to thine all-seeing eye, make me to 
walk as in thine immediate presence. Let the re- 
membrance of thy presence sway and guide me, in 
secret and in company, at all times, in all places, 
and in all my actions; let me demean myself as 
ever imder the awful eyes of the great God of hea- 
ven and earth ; and fear thee above all other powers, 
love thee above all other gods, serve thee before all 
other lords, and trust in thee mora than in any other 
refuge. Yea, let me rejoice und^r the shadow of 
thy wings, and herein solace myself, that thou art 
my right hand, and ever with me. O let not the re- 
membrance of my Lord be grievous to me ; but let 
my meditations of God be sweet, as well as &equent; 
that delighting myself in the Lord, thou mayest give 
unto me the desires of my heart. And so guide me 
with thine eye, that I may not err from thy statutes, 
but be ever accepted in thy sight, through Jesus 
Christ. *dmen. 



A PRAYER FOR DEVOTION, AND A RIGHT FRAME OF 
SPIRIT IN THE WORSHIP OF GOD. 

MOST high and holy Lord God ! thou wilt be sanc- 
tified in them that come nigh unto thee : thou art 
greatly to be feared, and to be had in reverence of 
all that are about thee. Be pleased to sanctify me 
with thy grace ; and help me so to draw nigh unto 
thee in prayer, that thou mayest draw nigh unto me 
in the communications of thy love and mercy. 

I desire, O my God, to meet thee in thy ways : 
and (in compliance with thy gracious appointment) 

1 fall down and worship here at thy footstool in the 
name and through the mediation of thy dear Son. 
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I am indeed most unworthy to come into thy holy 
presence, and utterly unable (of myself) to perform 
any service meet to be presented to thy heavenly 
Majesty! but O let thy great mercy overlook my 
unwortniness ; and keep me from every thing that 
would make my prayers an abomination to the Lord. 
Andy as thou hast made me sensible of my duty, and 
of my own insufficiency to discharge it as I ought, 
O let thy good Spirit help my infirmities ; let thine 
almighty power keep me from sinful dulness and 
distractions, that I may worship thee in spirit and in 
truth, and offer thee a sacrifice that shall be well- 
pleasing in thy sight, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



A PRAYEK FOR THE ENJOYMENT OP GOD's GRACIOUS 
PRESENCE, AND DIVINE COMMUNION. 

O THOU infinite Majesty of heaven and earth, who 
canst no where be absent, but ullest all things ! no 
place is so desolate as to be without thee ; no men 
so bad, but they live and move, and have their be- 
ing in thee : yea, the very devils are not out of thy 
reach ; but are aware of thy presence, though to their 
cost: even in hell, thou art there ; but to thy peo- 
ple, that bear thine image, and know thy voice, and 
prize thy love, to them thou art pleased to commu- 
nicate thyself in a more especial manner ; and to go 
in and out among them, as the children of thy 
family. And thou hast promised, that thou wilt not 
leave them comfortless ; but wilt come to them and 
dwell in them, and be their God, and make them 
thy people. Thus thou dost manifest thyself to 
them, as thou dost not unto the woxld. ovxX. '^'i 



1 70 FOR COMMUNION WITH GOD. 

ungodly are far from thee, and live without thee in 
the world. Yes, Lord, our sins do make a wall of 
separation hetween thee and us ; and for them thou 
mightest justly forsake us, and cast us off in dis- 
pleasure. How justly mightest thou hide thy face 
from me especially, and abandon me to my wretch- 
ed self! 

But though my ill deserts may well provoke such 
indignation against me, yet let my wretchedness 
move thy compassion towards me : and where thou 
canst not take pleasure in me ; yet. Father of mer- 
cies, have pity on me ; and cast me not away from 
thy presence, neither abhor me, for thy name's 
sake ; but for the sake of that mercy which has 
moved thee to do so much for me already, O come 
to me, and make thine abode with me, and rejoice 
over me, to do me good. My soul is as a desolate 
wilderness, yea, even the very image of hell, without 
thee, my God : but, O Emmanuel, God with us, for 
thy mercy's sake, for thy promise' sake, see me lying 
afar off; and bring me nigh through the blood of thy 
cross. O bring me out of my present state of 
alienation from thee ; and make me safe under the 
shadow of thy wings, and happy in the comforts of 
thy love. 

If thou reject me, my God ! what in the world 
can then avail, or make any recompence for the loss 
of thy favour ? in thy favour is life ; without it, I am 
dead while I live, and shall be for ever accursed when 
I die : but if thou be with me, and lift up the light 
of thy countenance upon me, I shall overflow with 
joy unspeakable. Even in the absence of all other 
friends and comforts, I shall not need, I shall not 
desire them : if only I can go to God, my exceeding 
jo}^, and to he taken up with my blessed Lord, i 
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shall want nothing, I can want nothing, for in thy 
presence is ftilness of joy for evermore. O hlessed 
are they whom thou choosest, and causest to ap- 
proach so nigh unto thee ; and who are so highly fa- 
voured by thee: for thy presence can make the 
poorest cottage better than the stateliest palace; 
and fill the hearts of thy servants with divine de- 
lights, to which the greatest men of the world are 
strangers. O what manner of love is this^ that the 
great God of heaven should vouchsafe to visit, and 
reside with poor mortals on earth ! But, Lord, how 
unworthy am I, that thou shouldst come under my 
roof! O blessed Jesus ! be thou pleased to regard 
my undone state without thee, and my restless long- 
ings after thee ; and be pleased to come unto me, 
dear Lord, not because I deserve, but because I 
need thee ; not for my merits, but for thine own. 
My Lord and my God ! whom have I in heaven but 
thee ? and there is none upon earth that I desire 
besides thee. O be not as a stranger to the soul, in 
which thou hast planted an inclination to serve 
thee : but bless and honour me with that divine fel- 
lowship of which thou hast made me capable, and 
which my soul panteth after. O give me the satis- 
faction to find what thou hast given me a heart to 
seek. Yea, give me grace, O my Lord, to go on 
seeking, till I find thee, whom my soul desires above 
all to love. Let me endure any thing rather than 
thine absence and displeasure ; and desire nothing 
so much as thy presence and favour. 

And be not thou far from me, O my God ; but let 
me experience thy gracious presence with me ; and 
behold thy goodness passing before me. Lord Je- 
sus, thou hast promised to be with thy people even 
to the end of the world : O come, be with iiv^ v^vsf^n 

R 
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and dwell in my heart by faith. Be with me, O my 
Saviour, every where, and at all times, in health 
and in sickness, in prosperity and trouble, in all 
estates, and in all events and circumstances of my 
life ; let thy presence sanctify and sweeten to me 
whatever befalls me. Never leave nor forsake me 
in my present pilgrimage, but abide with me till 
thou hast brought me safe through all trials and 
dangers to thy heavenly kingdom ; that I may there 
dwell in thy sight, and enjoy thy love, and inherit 
thy glory for evermore, jlmen. 



A PRAYER FOR HEAVENLY COMFORTS. 

O MOST blessed Lord, the God of all consolation, 
who comfortest those that are cast down ; and givest 
such peace and joy, as the world can neither give 
nor take away ! I confess myself unworthy of one 
gracious look from thee, or of one glimpse of the 
light of thy countenance to be lifted up upon my 
soul. I deserve to be in heaviness for my sins ; to 
groan under the oppressive burthen all my days; 
and at last to go down in sorrow to my grave. But 
because thou knowest. Lord, that our spirits fail, 
when we are under the hidings of thy &ce ; and that 
we cannot hope to go on with fidelity and alacrity 
in thy ways, unless we possess that joy in the Lord 
which is our strength ; I beseech thee, O Lord of 
love, to speak peace to my conscience, and to say 
to my soul, that thou art my salvation. Let thy 
heavenly consolations fortify me against the desire 
of all sinful pleasures, and engage my heart to faith- 
fulness in the covenant of my God. O give me 
some tokens of thy love, some discoveries of the 
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light of thy countenance, some experience of that 
joy with which the stranger intermeddle th not. My 
soul thirsteth for thee, my God, to see thy power, 
and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanc- 
tuary. How long wilt thou forget me, Lord ? for 
ever ! how long wilt thou hide thy face from me ? 
how long shall I take coimsel in my soul, having 
sorrow in my heart daily ? O cause thy face to shine 
upon me : and let my heart rejoice in thee, hecause 
I have trusted in thy holy name. Let my mouth be 
filled with thy praise, and with thine honour all the 
day long. And let my soul be satisfied, as with mar- 
row and fatness, when I praise thee with joyful lips. 
Whatever be my lot as to those common favours, 
which thou distributest indifferently amongst all 
sorts of men, O remember me, Lord, with the fa- 
vour which thou bearest to thy people, and visit me 
with thy salvation : let me see the good of thy cho- 
sen : and rejoice in the gladness of thy nation ; and 
glory with thine inheritance. O that, renouncing 
all confidence in the fiesh, I may rejoice in Christ 
Jesus, and coimt thy love better than wine, and pre- 
fer it above my chief joy. And since the work of 
righteousness is peace, and the efiect of it is quiet- 
ness and assurance for ever, O make me a true and 
faithfiil subject of that spiritual kingdom, wherein 
dwell righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. Let me taste and see that thou art gracious : 
and let me have such manifest tokens of a divine 
influence upon my soul, and such an evident witness 
of thy Spirit within me, as shall assure my heart of 
thy love and favour to me in Christ Jesus ; that my 
soul may bless thee, O Lord, and all that is within 
me praise thy holy name. And let the comfort, 
wherewith thou comfortest me, be the mftWAR oC 
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comforting others, and of encouranng them to de* 
vote tiiemselves to thy service : that so thou, the 
blessed Giver of all joy and comfort, mayest in all 
things be glorified through Jesus Christ. Amen, 



A PRATER AGAINST WORLDLINESS, AND FOR A 

HEAVENLY MIND. 

Thou, O blessed God, art the only satisfying por- 
tion and happiness of our souls ; in whom alone the 
desires of our hearts ma^ find that rest and repose, 
which all the world besides can never give. But, 
alas, this world, and the things of it, have had too 
much of my thoughts, and too much of my heart: 
so that I have grown remiss in my affections, and 
cold in my regards to thee, my God, and to thos^ 
things which are most worthy of 'my love, I havci 
been eager in the pursuit of vanities, and of the tri- 
fling concerns of this present time ; but O how slack 
and listless in that which does most nearly and eter- 
nally concern me ! I have been intent upon this 
world, as if it would never end : and forgetfiil of 
the next, as if it should never begin ! I have for- 
saken the Fountain of living waters to hew out to 
myself broken cisterns that can hold no water : 1 
have disquieted myself in vain, seeking rest and 
finding none ; because I have sought it, where the 
precious treasure was not to be found. How justly 
mightest thou, O Lord, leave me to inherit my own 
wretched choice, to eat of the fruit of my own way, 
and to be filled with thy own devices ! How justly 
mightest thou give me all my portion in this life, 
which I have so foolishly preferred, and shut me out 
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oJ that heavenly kingdom, which I have so madly 
despised. 

iJut, p thou Father of Mercies ! forgive me all 
the defects of my love to thee, and all the excesses 
of my love to earthly things : and so moderate my 
desires after these inferior goods, that instead of 
doting upon the world, I may covet earnestly the 
best gifts ; and seek first thy kingdom, and its 
righteousness ; esteeming godliness the greatest 
gain, and all else but as loss and dung, for the love 
of Christ, and the glories of heaven. O show me so 
much of those great and glorious things of the world 
to come, as may deaden my affections to the things 
of this present world : crucify the world to me, and 
me unto the world, that being more disengaged and 
loosened ftrom it, I may be more enamoured with, 
and intent upon the things above, where Christ sit- 
teth at the right hand of God. O let me not debase 
my heavenly soul, by grovelling in the earth, as if I 
had nothing to do but tb serve this vile body. En- 
able me to despise the most tempting enjoyments of 
this world, and to find my happiness in the service 
of my Lord, and in the prospect of his glory. May 
my heart be with my treasure in the heavens : and 
let me be ever looking for that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearance of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ ; not coveting great things in 
the world, nor desiring to continue long in it ; but 
rather seeking to get safe out of it, and desirous to 
be dissolved, and to be ever with the Lord. Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus, jlmerij and A.men, 
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A PRATER FOR GREATER CONCERNMENT AND DILI- 
GENCE FOR THE SOUL, AND THE THINGS OF ANOTHER 
WORLD. 

Lord God, to whom I am indebted for all that I 
am, or have ! thou hast given me my being, toge- 
ther with many opportunities and advantages for 
working out my salvation. And O, what have I to 
do upon earth j but to prepare myself for heaven ; 
when I am placed here between an eternity of happi- 
ness and of misery ; in a capacity for the one, and in 
danger of the other? O what should be my care 
and constant endeavour, but to flee from the wrath 
to come, and to lay hold on eternal life ; to provide 
well for my everlasting condition, and to make sure 
work for my immortal soul, in this only time of 
preparation ? But O how negligent and careless have 

1 been in that which most of all concerns me ! doing 
every thing, rather than the great work, which thou 
didst send me into the world to do: so that thou 
mightest justly come upon me, Lord, to call me to 
my last account in a day unlooked for, and at an 
hour that I should not be aware of. But for the 
sake of that mercy of thine in Christ Jesus, which 
has prevailed with thee to spare me so long, go on, 
I beseech thee, O my God, to be mercifiil to me, in 
forgiving me all my past sloth and negligence, and 
in quickening me to a greater concernment and 
assiduity ; that I may redeem the time that I have 
lost, and improve every present enjoyment to my 
soul's eternal advantage. O preserve me from all 
the distracting cares, and the sinful pleasures of this 
life. And let me look less upon the temporal things 
that are seen ; and turn my eyes more towards the 
invisible and eternal things that are before me. O 
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make me more concerned for my everlasting state, 
and more carefol to do that work, which, above all 
things in the world, is most needful to be done. O 
let me dread the doom of the slothM servant ; and 
not be listless in the business that is of greatest im- 
portance. Lord, show me the truth and reality of 
things to come : and give me such a view and ap- 
prehension of my supreme good, as may raise my 
desires after it, in proportion to its worth and ex- 
cellency : and make me so dissatisfied without it, 
that I may count nothing too much to do, nothing 
too hard to endure ; so that I may at last attain the 
blessed enjoyment of it. 

O let the meditation of hell be a preservative to 
deter me from all the ways leading to that dreadful 
end : and may I so look to the joy set before me, 
that with all vigour and alacrity I may exert myself 
to attain the possession of it. O my God, give me 
the spirit of wisdom from above, to discern the vast 
disproportion between the short moment of this 
present time, and the infinite duration of immor- 
tality ; and between the pleasures of sin that are but 
for a season, and those heavenly pleasures that are 
at thy right hand for evermore. Seeing that all 
these things must be dissolved, O make me such 
a manner of person as I ought to be, in all holy 
conversation and godliness ; looking for, and hasting 
to, the coming of the day of God. Qtiicken me, O 
Lord, in my dulness, and hasten me out of my de- 
lays ; that I may not prolong the time of doing 
what I am convinced is necessary to be done, to 
save me from the second death, and to bring me to 
eternal life. O ! to what purpose am I troubled and 
careful about many things, when I neglect the one 
thing needfiil ! Help me, my God, to u&« \.Vk& \.v£»&<R:k\>^ 
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and understanding which thou hast given me, and 
dispassionately to consider what will promote my 
true happiness : give me also resolution and Mth- 
fulness to choose and follow it, whatever difficulties 
at present may obstruct my way. Help me, Lord, 
to remember and consider all the powerM induce- 
ments, which may quicken me into a greater care 
for my eternal state : that my being may not last 
longer than the good of my being ; but that it may 
go well with me elsewhere for ever, when all that is 
here shall fail me. O that I may now give diligence 
to make my calling and election sure ; and strive to 
enter in at the strait gate ; and labour for that meat 
which endures to everlasting life. Teach me, my 
God, by patient continuance in well-doing, to seek 
for glory, honour, and immortality ; that I may not 
fall short of that rest, which remains for the people 
of God ; but so labour here in thy work, that here- 
after I may rest from my labours in thy kingdom ; 
not for the merit of my works, but for thy mercy's 
sake in Christ Jesus. Amen, 



A PRAYER FOR FAITHFULNESS AND CONSTANCY IN 
THE PROFESSION OF OUR RELIGION. 

O MY Lord and my God, who hast called me to the 
knowledge of thine eternal truth, and by the light of 
the gospel shining upon me hast made the way of 
life and salvation plain before me ! be thou pleased 
to give me courage still to confess thee before men ; 
and to own thy holy religion, even in the face of an 
evil and adulterous generation. let me not be 
tossed to and fro, and carried away with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
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craftiness, whereby thej lie in wait to deceive. My 
God and guide ! Suffer me not to be led away with 
atue error of the wicked, and to fall from my own 
stead&stness : but may I ever hold fast the pro- 
fession of my faith without wavering ; and hold the 
beg^inning of my confidence steadfast to the end. 
O give me such an experimental knowledge and 
love of thy holy truth, as may make me ever faith- 
ful in the profession of it : that my mind may not be 
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ ; and 
that I may never be turned away from that religion, 
in which I have found so much comfort and advan- 
tage. And grant me, good Lord, to feel still more 
and more the powerful efficacy of it upon my heart ; 
that I may be rooted and grounded in the faith ; 
and take so much pleasure in the way into which 
thy grace has brought me, that I may never turn 
from it, nor prove false to it : but, notwithstanding 
all temptations to seduce or affright me from it, 
may openly declare for it, and faithfully persist in it 
to my life's end. Amen. 



A PRAYER FOR ZEAL AND ACTIVITY IN THE PRACTICE 

OF OUR RELIGION. 

O Lord, the holy jealous Grod ! thou hast declared 
how loathsome to thee are the lukewarm ; and hast 
pronounced him cursed that doeth the work of the 
Lord deceitfully: and hast told us the dreadful 
doom of the slothfril servant, who was condemned, 
not for committing gross evils, but for neglecting to 
improve his talents : Thou didst send us into Uiis 
world, to provide for the next ; and we are a people 
devoted to the Lord ; having vowed and promised 
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to serve our God with all the powers and &cull 
that we possess. This is the one thing needed, t 
we were made for, and that we are all most stric 
hound to, and must follow with our whole hear 
as ever we would escape the damnation of hell, i 
enter into the joy of our Lord. But I am asham 
O my God, that I have loitered so long in thy vh 
yard, and trifled so much in thy work ; that I hs 
occupied myself ahout vanities, and slighted : 
greatest husiness. And well may I now trem 
for fear of thy judgements ; when I have so lil 
approved myself, as one of thy redeemed, zealous 
good works. 

O merciful Lord ! forgive me all my sinful om 
sions, and all my careless performances of the dut 
of thy service. And quicken me into a greater z 
and diligence to promote thy glory and to work < 
my salvation. And let me not contend merely 
the faith and doctrine of the gospel, hut he zealc 
for the practice of all its duties : that by my go 
conversation I may win others, and by the li^ 
which I cause to shine before them, may constrj 
them to glorify my heavenly Father. 

To glorify thy name, and save our souls, is 1 
greatest of all our concerns in the world : nothi 
can deserve so much of our care and zeal, and d 
gence, as to obtain deliverance from thy wrath, a 
to secure the possession of thy heavenly kingdo 
O how much are we concerned to be active in t] 
work, and to give ourselves wholly to it, when up 
this moment depends an eternity to come ; ana 
that concerns us for ever, hangs upon this shi 
life, that is so quickly gone, and will never retur 
O my God ! imprint these considerations so de 
upon my heart, that I may no more trifle with t 
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weighty things of eternity : nor show a cold indif- 
ference ahout that which is of such absolute neces- 
sity. Make me to act as one that must be a blessed 
or a damned creature for ev^r : make me as zealous 
for my God as ever I have been eager for the world ; 
and as active in the pursuit of things eternal, as 
ever I have been in those which relate to this 
present world. Let me give up myself wholly unto 
thee ; and show the sincerity of my professions by 
that zeal and fervency, which are the very hfe and 
soul of Christianity. thou great Rewarder of 
them that diligently seek thee ! help me seriously 
to engage in thy service, and unweariedly to go 
through with it ; not slothful in business, but fer- 
vent in spirit, serving the Lord ; exercising myself 
unto godliness ; continuing watchful in prayer ; 
keeping my heart with all diligence; ordering my 
conversation with all usefulness, and running the 
race set before me with all cheerfulness. O let me 
be full of life and spirit in thy work, and full of good 
deeds and fruits to thine honour ; ever labouring to 
be accepted here to thy favour, and hereafter to thy 
glory. 

Yea, make me more zealous for thine honour, O 
Lord, than for my own. And whatever is injurious 
and reproachM to thee, O let me hate it perfectly, 
and oppose it strenuously : and yet with such pru- 
dence, and kindness towards men, that I may not be- 
tray my own shame, in defending thy glory : nor 
let my zeal consume, but inflame my charity : and 
put me upon doing all the good that ever I am able 
in my generation ; that I may serve the interests ol 
my Lord, and help forward the salvation of souls. 
O make me valiant for thy truth, and discreet in my 
conduct : that I may neither bett«^ \Jcq VO^^ Qa»fi«i 
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by my fear, nor become a reproach to it by my foil] 
let me spend my zeal and spirits , not for earthl; 
but for heavenly things, not for my own desires an 
honour, but for thy blessed will and pleasure ; n< 
in frivolous contentions about the little appendage 
and circumstantials of religion, but in pressing aftc 
the vital and substantial part, and in a concemmei 
about the great unquestionable duties that are necec 
sary to the saving of the soul. And grant me th 
grace, O Lord, to Uve now so zealously to the glor 
of thy name ; that I may come to live blessedly fc 
ever, in the glories of thy kingdom: not for th 
sake of my services, but of thy mercies, whose gii 
is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen, 



A PRAYER FOR GRACE TO SERVE THE LORD WITH 

GLADNESS. 

O MY God ! thou art a Lord that hast pleasure ii 
the prosperity of thy servants ; and tliy servant 
have the greatest reason to be pleased in the per 
formance of thy commands. It is good for me t< 
draw nigh to- God, in whose presence is fulness o 
joy. Well may the hearts of them rejoice that seel 
the Lord ! For thou dost not employ us, but U 
oblige us: not for any advantage to thyself, bu 
only for our greatest good, that it may go well witl 
us, both here and for ever. O my Lord, I am ful 
of trouble and confiision, that ever I should be 8< 
backward as I have been, to thy blessed work; 8< 
lifeless in it, and so soon weary of it ; to the dis- 
honour of thy name, and to Uie reproach fi thj 
vice; as if I had a hard master, and a hateful wA 
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O that I should bear as a burthen, that which should 
be the solace of my life, and the rejoicing of my 
lieart ! Forgive me, I beseech thee, good Lord, all 
titus which I bewail before thee : and heal that in- 
disposition of mind which makes thy service a 
weariness unto me. And so renew my spirit, and 
draw my heart to thy blessed self, that I may not 
serve thee as from necessity, but inclination ; not 
as forcing myself, but as delighting in thy work. O 
rid my mind of that tormenting dread which makes 
me uneasy in the service of my Lord. And give 
me a heavenly heart, and such a love to thy law, as 
may sweeten all my obedience ; that I may not ac- 
count it grievous or tedious, but my soul's satisfac- 
tion and exceeding joy. O let me not serve thee, 
my God, with the spirit of bondage, as a slave ; but 
with the cheerfulness and gladness of an ingenuous 
child ; sitting down with delight under thy shadow, 
and so pleased with thy work, that my services may 
also be pleasing in thy sight, through Jesus Christ. 



A PRAYER FOR ABILITY TO ACQUIT OURSELVES AS 
WE OUGHT, IN OUR SEVERAL PLACES AND RELA- 
TIONS. 

O Lord our Lord ! thy word enjoins us whereinso- 
ever we are called, therein to abide with God. Thou 
hast commanded us, not only to study quietness in 
that station, and to do our own business, but to 
provide for ourselves^ and for our dependents, and 
to render unto all their due ; and not to be burthen- 
some to any, but rather to be helpM to those 
around us. O thou that givest skill and ability for 
the performance of those officer to ^Vi\c\i \K^>^ 

8 



184 TO ACQUIT OURSELVSS AS WE OUGHT. 

callest us, teach and enable me (I beseech thee) for the 
work of my place, and for all the duties of my call- 
ing. Good Lord ! pardon all my past un^thmluess 
and negligence therein; and <£rect and assist me, 
in discharging it, for the time to come. O make 
me so contented with what I get by honest means, 
that I may never offer to go beyond, or defraud my 
neighbours in any matter ; but be punctually just 
in all my dealings; and may conscientiously per- 
form my duty in all my relations ; carrying myself 
as I ought towards every one, with whom I am anv 
way concerned in the world, whether superior, equal, 
or inferior : being offensive to none : but (as I have 
power and opportunity for it) kind and useful unto 
all. O let me not walk disorderly, neglecting my 
own proper calling, and busying myself in other 
men's matters; but may I keep my own station; 
^nd with quietness work and eat my own bread, 
and provide things honest in the sight of all men : 
following after that which is lovely, and of good re- 
port ; and exercising myself to have always a con- 
science void of offence towards God and man. 
Yea, whatever any may justly expect from me, help 
me, O my God, to discharge it feithfrdly and ac- 
ceptably. And command a blessing. Lord, upon 
all my honest labours and endeavours: and make 
them successfril to promote my own and others real 
and eternal good, and to slorify thy blessed name, 
through Jesus Christ, •/dmen. 
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A PRAYER FOR SKILL TO CARRY OURSELVES ARIGHT 
AMONG ALL WITH WHOM WE ARE CONCERNED IN 
THE WORLD. 

Lord my God ! I desire to humble myself in thy 
sight for all the folly, and disorder of my conduct : 
that I have so frequently failed in it, and so shame- 
fully miscarried in my intercourse with my neigh- 
bours : that my example has too often tended more 
to the hardening, than to the converting of sinners : 
and that I have lain as a stumbling block and rock 
of offence in the way of my brethren; not only 
prone to be tempted with evil, and to be overcome 
myself, but also becoming a temptation and Snare to 
others, so as to draw them to sin, or to embolden 
them in it. Though thou hast showed me what is 
good, and made me to know better things, and laid 
the greatest engagement upon me to be faithful in 
thy covenant ; yet O how apt have I been to lose 
my relish of the things of God ! how apt to be car- 
ried into folly, with the stream of evil company ; to 
fall into base compliances, and to consent with sin- 
ners, and follow a multitude to do evil ! 

O my God ! give me repentance and pardon for 
all my own sins ; and for all the guilt which I have 
contracted, in being accessary to the sins of others : 
and so fortify me with thy grace, that I may not be 
awed or seduced from the path of duty ; that I may 
never be ashamed of Christ before men ; but boldly 
appear for thy truth, even in the face of an evil and 
faithless generation. teach me to walk in wisdom 
towards them that are without, and in all kindness 
towards them that are within, and without offence 
(in prudence and usefulness) to a\\. "N^^^i xaa ^v^'^ 
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in the choice, and in the enjo3rment, of my compai 
that they may not be to me, nor I to them, an oc 
sion of falling ; but that we may be mutual helpi 
each other, and examples of all that is good, i 
imitable, and praise-worthy. gracious Loi 
make me so faithful to. thee, and to my own c< 
science, that my conversation with the world n 
never discompose the religious frame of my sc 
Let me not be startled at any bold censure of 
ways ; nor ever be turned aside from thee throi 
contradiction of sinners. Make me to cease fr 
man, whose breath is in his nostrils (for whereii 
he to be accounted of?) turn my fear of me 
faces into love for their souls ! let me esteem th 
as my fellow-servants in thy work, and fellow-tra^ 
lers to our long home ; and where I cannot prom 
their duty and felicity, grant, O Lord, that tl 
may not hinder mine ; and that when I am ] 
edified, I may not be corrupted, by them. 

O my God! may thy presence ever sway 
more than the presence of men ; let me accoun 
a small thing to be judged of them ; and instead 
being determined by their way or humour, let : 
regard my own conscience more than their opinio 
and do all in the sight of God, heartily as unto 1 
Lord. Let it not be my aim to ingratiate mys 
with men, but to please the great Judge of all. 1 
keep thy servant, O Lord, from giving scandal a 
offence to any ; that I may not, by pride and passii 
by vanity and indiscretion, or by moroseness a 
uucharitableness dishonour my profession, or ms 
the way of truth to be evil spoken of. But help i 
my God and guide, to walk circumspectly, and 
speak and act with due consideration of all tin 
and places, persons and circumstances : enable 
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to behave myself wisely, and guide my affairs with 
discretion; and so to go in and out amongst my 
lellow-creatures upon earth, as to preserve my in- 
tegrity in thy sight, and have my conversation in 
heaven, and still enjoy friendship with thee and with 
thy dear Son, my only Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



A PRAYER FOR GRACE TO USE OUR SPEECH ARIGHT. 

O Lord our gracious God ! who hast given us rea- 
son and speech to express our minds to one another, 
and to converse comfortably together ; what great 
cause have we to praise thee, that we are so fear- 
fblly and wonderfully made ! and our tongues, that 
are our glory, are most of all so, when with them we 
set forth thy glory. But, alas ! that I have so much 
cause to humble myself for all the abuses of my 
tongue ; and that I have so many ways perverted 
the happy privilege of speaking ; either holding my 
peace where I should have spoken to thine honour, 
and the good of my neighbour : or else pouring 
out words to dishonour thy name, to wrong my own 
soul, and to offend and injure others ! Forgive me, 

merciful God, I beseech thee, all my sinful 
silence ; my vain and idle words ; and my evil, cor- 
rupt communications : and help me so to speak, as 
to manifest thy grace in my heart ; and to minister 
the same to my hearers. Set a watch, Lord, be- 
fore my mouth, and keep the door of my lips, 
that nothing may proceed thence, but what shall be 
in some way or other good for the use of edifying. 
Help me to keep my mouth as with a bridle, when 

1 am provoked to speak unadvisedly with my lips. 
And let no profane or filthy speeches proceed out of 

S3 
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mouth ; nor any thing be said bj me, that ought 

; to be named among Christians. 

Lord, open thou my lips, that my mouth may 

ow forth thy praise.- Make me forward to speak 
r thee, and for the service of thy truth, and the 
iory of thy name ; but slow to speak any evil, 
i^hereby I may defile myself, or hurt my neighbour, 
jrive me, Lord, a considerate mind to weigh what is 
fit to be said : and make me wise and serious, sober 
and modest, pious and charitable, in what I speak ; 
that it may oe without offence, but not without 
profit, to those who hear it. O fill my heart with 
such grace, that out of the good treasure, I may 
be ever producing somewhat to benefit the com- 
pany, and to advance thy glory. And put such 
thoughts into my mind, and such words into my 
mouth, that my tongue may be as the pen of a ready 
writer, to utter things seasonable and acceptable, 
for the good of my associates. Let me never turn 
my liberty of speech, into the licentiousness of vain 
or evil speaking ; but employ it to the wise and no- 
ble ends for which it was given ; speaking of, and 
for, thy testimonies, even before the greatest, with- 
out bein^ ashamed. 

O Lora, restrain the blasphemous and brutish ger 
eration, that set their mouths against heaven, ar 
(out of those open sepulchres) send forth impieti 
and impurities, to dishonour him that made them ; 
grieve the souls of thy servants ; and to spread ^ 
contagion of their ungodliness. O fill their f 
with shame for what they have done, and f 
hearts with dread, to stop them from proceed 
any farther. Confound the generation of vr 
that hiss and spit their venom against thy 
ways: and give them other tongues ; that the; 
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nse thy gifts to better purpose. O let the lying 
lips be put to silence, that speak grievous things 
proudly and contemptuously against the righteous. 
And let such as fear thee and think upon thy name, 
speak often to one another ; so as to promote their 
common edification and the eternal salvation of 
their souls, through thy gracious goodness to them 
in Jesus Christ. JLmen, 



A PRATER FOR PERSEVERANCE AND GRACE TO 
ENDURE TO THE END. 

Eternal God, with whom is everlasting strength ! 
thou art able to keep us from falling, and to perform 
the good work begun in us, till the day of Jesus 
Christ. But, Lord, thou knowest how weak and 
frail I am ; how wavering and bent to backsliding ; 
how apt to decline and fall after all the great things 
which thou hast done for my soul. O Lord of love, 
have pity on my infirmities, and strengthen me in 
my weakness. Preserve me, thou blessed guardian 
of thy people, who keepest the feet of thy saints ; O 
preserve me from the danger of apostacy, and keep 
me, that I fall not away from any good beginnings, 
to which thy grgice has ever brought me. And put 
thy fear in my heart, that I may not depart from 
thee. Make me so firmly thine, that nothing which 
befalls me in the world, may ever separate oetwixt 
thee and my soul, or turn me from that way of life, 
which is above to the wise, to depart from hell be- 
neath. O let me not be of the number of those, 
that draw back unto perdition ; but of those, who 
believe, to the saving of the soul. 

Lord God ! thou hast begun to %\va7« ^Cccj ^'st- 
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If ant thy greatness, and thy mighty hand: go on 
I pray thee, to work for the glory of ^y name ; 
and perfect that which concerns me. Thou hast 
heen my help ; leave me not, nor forsake me, O 
God of my salvation : hut hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe and shall have respect to thy statutes 
continually. Help me, O my God ; yea, stablish, 
strengthen, settle me : and leave me neither will 
nor power to resist the gracious designs of thy love 
and mercy for the saving of my soul. And as (by my 
frailty) I still too often renew my sins, gracious 
Lord, (through thy mercy) renew me to repentance : 
and though I fall, let me not be utterly cast down ; 
but uphold me with thine almighty hand ; and keep 
me by thy power through faith unto salvation. 
make me &ithful until death, that thou mayest give 
to me the crown of life : make me so to endure unto 
the end, that I may be saved ; and receive the glo- 
rious consummation of all my hopes, even thaf 
blessed end of my faith, the eternal salvation of m; 
soul, jlmen. jimen. 



A PRATER FOR PREPARATION AND READINESS TO DJ 

Lord, what is our life but a vapour, that appe 
for a little time, and then vanisheth away ! Evei 
the longest, how short, and at the strongest, \ 
frail! and when we think ourselves most sec 
yet we know not what a day may bring forth ; 
now soon thou mayest come, to call us to our 
accoimt. Quickly shall we be as water spilt o: 
ground, that cannot be gathered up again ; qi 
snatched away from hence, and our place here 
know us no more for ever. Our days, one 
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another, are spent apace : and we know not how 
near to us is our last day, when our bodies shall be 
laid in the grave, and our souls be called to appear 
at the tribunal of God, to receive their eternal doom. 
Yet, how have I lived in this world, as if I should 
never leave it ! how unmindful of my latter end ! 
how improvident of my time ! how careless of my 
soul ! how negUgent in my preparation for my ever- 
lasting condition ! so that thou mayest justly bring 
my last hour as a snare upon me, to surprise me in 
my sins, and to cut me off in my iniquities. But, O 
Father of Mercies, remember not my sins against 
me ; but remember thy own tender mercies, and thy 
loving-kindnesses, which have ever been of old. O 
remember how short my time is; and spare me, 
that I may recover my strength, before I go hence, 
and be no more seen. Make me so wise, as to 
understand and consider my latter end : and teach 
me so to number my days, that I may apply my 
heart to the true wisdom. Lord, what have I to do 
in this world, but to make ready for the world to 
come ? O that I may be mindful of it, and be careful 
to finish my work, before I finish my course ! 

In the days of my health and prosperity, O that I 
may remember, and provide for, the time of trouble 
and sickness, and death ; when the world's enjoy- 
ments will shrink away from me, and prove utterly 
unable to support and comfort me. Let me never 
allow myself in any course of living, wherein I 
would be loath or afraid to die. But let me see my 
corruptions mortified and subdued, that they may 
never rise up in judgement against me. Enable me 
so to die unto sin daily, that I may not die for sin 
eternally. Instruct me good Lord, and assist me 
m my preparation for a dying hour : that I may not 
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then be fearfully surprised ; but may meet it with 
comfort and composure. Quicken me to a serious 
concern about that great work ; and help me to per- 
form it acceptably and with good success. O that I 
may be fitted for heaven, ere Heave this earth ; and 
may have peace with God through Jesus Christ, 
before I depart hence into that state in which I must 
abide for ever ! O my Lord, make me so ready to 
meet thee at thy coming, that thine appearance may 
be the matter of my hopes, and desires, and joyful 
expectations : that I may look and long for that 
blessed time, when thou wilt put an everlasting pe- 
riod to all my troubles and temptations, and ex- 
change my present state of infirmity and sin for a 
state of endless happiness and glory. O thou who 
art my life, and my strength, help me so to live, as, 
at the hour of death, I shall wish I had lived ; and 
so to make ready for death all my days, that, at my 
last day, I may have nothing to do but to die, ana 
cheerfidly to resign my spirit into thy gracious 
hands. O my Father, bear and answer my humble 
petitions ; and let me find a merciful admission to 
thy favour and thy kingdom, for the sake of my 
only Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen, 



THE author's prater FOR HIMSELF AS A MINISTER. 

O BLESSED Jesus, my Lord and my God, what hiffh 
honour hast thou done me in calling me to the 
office, which thou wast pleased to take upon thy- 
self! who camest not to be ministered to, but to 
minister, and to preach the gospel of the kingdom, 
and teach the way of salvation. All glory be to 
thee, who hast been pleased to dignify me with ao 
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high an office. But as thou thyself (the head of 
the comer) art to some a stone of stumhling and a 
rock of ofifence ; so thy messengers are to some in-> 
deed a savour of life imto life ; hut to others a savour 
of death unto death. And if thy wise and holy ser- 
vant asked, Who is sufficient for these things ? well 
may I (a weak and sinful creature) tremhle, lest 
those amongst whom I minister should perish 
through my insufficiency or neglect, and their hlood 
be required at my hands : yea, well may I fear, lest 
when I have shown others the way to heaven, I 
myself should be shut out. But, O Lord, my Life, 
my Strength, and my Redeemer, thou hast appoint- 
ed me to this station : to thee therefore do I look to 
qualify me for it. O thou that ordainest strength 
out of the mouths of babes and sucklings, magnify 
thy power in my weakness, that I may do all things 
as I ought, through Christ strengthening me. O 
let me learn from thee, what I shall teach con- 
cerning thee. Open my understanding, O Lord, 
that I may understand the scriptures: and enable 
me rightly to divine the word of truth, and (by 
sound doctrine) both to exhort and convince the 
gainsayers. O put such thoughts into my mind, 
and such words into my mouth, that out of the 
abundance of my heart, my mouth may speak to the 
glory of thy name, and to the edification of those 
that hear me. O make me wise to win souls ; and 
watchM over them, as one that must give an account 
of them ; not entangling myself in the affidrs of this 
life ; but waiting on my ministry ; taking heed to 
myself, and to my doctrine ; studying to show my- 
self approved unto God, and thoroughly furnished 
to every good work. Give me skill and conduct, 
prudently to steer my course through all d\&ss2&^x««^ 
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in my way : and give me patience and courage to 
withstand all assaults and opposition, which I may 
have to encounter. O my Lord ! be with me, and 
guide and help me, and strengthen and succour me, 
now and always, in the great work lying upon me. 
Open to me a door of utterance, that I may speak 
thy word, as I ought to speak : and make me faith- 
ful and diligent, and success^l, in my sacred calling ; 
doing thy work, as a workman that needs not to be 
ashamed ; not preaching myself, but Christ Jesus 
the Lord ; nor seeking the praise of men, but the 
honour of my God. Yea, make me an example of 
all the holy duties, which I inculcate on others ; that 
I may not lay upon them burthens which I refuse to 
bear myself ; but may go before them in the ways 
which they are to follow ; holding forth the word of 
life, in my conversation, as well as in my doctrine. 
Let me shine with a convincing light before them ; 
and never lay a stumbling-block in their way. Let 
me never make the heart of the righteous sad, nor 
strengthen the hands of the wicked ; nor give just 
offence to any ; but let me approve myself, as far 
as I am able, useful and beneficial unto all ; keeping 
under my body, and bringing it into subjection ; 
lest by any means, when I have preached to others, 
I myself should be a cast-away. 

And O thou that givest the increase, command a 
blessing (I pray thee) upon all my studies and en- 
deavours; that I may not spend my strength for 
nought, nor labour in vain ; but may make full proof 
of my ministry, and be instrumental (through thy 
grace) to convert sinners from the error of their 
ways. Teach me also to build up them that are in 
any measure sanctified; that so I may both sfive 
myself and them that hear me ; and when I have 



THE HAGISTRATB^S PRATEB. 195 

finished my couise, may ^ve an account of my 
stewardship with joy, and not with grief; and re- 
ceive a crown of righteousness at thy hands, not 
for my merits, hut for thy mercies' sake. Amen. 
Amen. 



THE HAGISTRATB's PRATER. 

THOU great and supreme Buler of all the world, 
hy whom all the governors on earth are set up, to 
restrain the unruly, and to favour thy people ! 
though thou needest not the services of men or an- 
gels to assist thee, hut canst immediately (hy thy- 
self) do whatever thou pleasest in heaven and in 
earth, with the least word of thy mouth, or motion 
of thy will ; yet thou art pleased to honour some of 
thy creatures as thy vicegerents ; and to order and 
govern the sons of men, hy the instrumentality of 
their fellow-worms; exalting some chosen out of 
the people, to preside and rule over the rest, me 
thou hast called. Lord, to this hcmour; and hast 
heen pleased to set me ahove the common lot of 
men, as one of the little representatives of thy hless- 
ed self. King of glory ! I will exalt thee, who 
has vouchsafed to raise me to this dignity.- And, 
as thou hast made ma to differ £rom others in this, 
so make me to excel others in every thing that is 
excellent and praise-worthy. £hat I may repre- 
sent, not pnl^ thy power and majesty, but thy wis- 
dom and hiohness, thy truth and gooaneiis» thy juj$^ 
tjee and mercy ! that I may retain a lowly mind 
in my high station : and not forget or lift ^p pyself, 
nor insult over my po<»r inferiors; hut, like the 
great God, who despises not any^ tcuk;} \c^<^tA^v;.*«c^ 

T 



THE magistrate's PRAYER. 

nen of low estate ; and, without respect of per- 
is, judge according to evhry man's work; yea, 
ly I delight to succour the injured and oppressed ; 
deliver the needy when he cries, the poor also, 
id him that hath no helper. 
O ! may I rather fear my responsibility, than be 
>roud of my office ; and in the fear lof the Lord, 
Let me ever be careM to execute that which is 
righteous in thy sight. Let me have grace to dis- 
charge my trust with all faith&lness, as one that 
must be judged myself, and find the same measure 
which I mete to others. And seeing that the eyes 
of all are upon me, and that my place exposes me 
more to common notice, and my example has a 
greater influence than that of private men, O make 
me, Lord, the more vigilant in the inspection of 
myself, and more carefm in ordering my conversa- 
tion aright: that I may not embolden others to 
commit such wickedness as I ought to punish ; nor 
lead people into the sin and ruin, which I should 
help to save them from ; nor be a scandal and ffrief 
of heart to the holy followers of Jesus, whom I am 
set up to patronise and comfort. But let my con- 
versation be such, as shall put to confusion the dis- 
solute and abandoned, while my justice strikes ter- 
ror into them. O make me a hearty lover of all 
food men ; and let me honour them who fear the 
lOrd. Make me ever ready and forward to defend 
and countenance and encourage the generation of tbj 
children, who live godly in Christ Jesus. And le 
me with courage exert my authority, in a zealous vir 
dication of thine honour ; and in asserting thy right 
and promoting the growth and advancement of f 
true and holy religion. O that the glory of thy nar 
and the interests of thy kingdom, and the welfarf 
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thy church, may be ever near my heart ; that above 
all things I may seek the things of Jesus Christ : 
and truly and indifferently minister justice, to the 
punishment of wickedness and vice, and to the 
maintenance of thy true religion and virtue. And 
whatever power and interest I have in the world, O 
may I so lay it out for the service of thy holv truth, 
and the enlargement of the kingdom of thy dear 
Son, that after my advancement here, I may not 
be thrown down hereafter ; nor receive the doom of 
an unfaithful servant for betra3dng my trust, and 
abusing my authority. But let me appear with 
comfort and joy before my Judge in that great and 
solemn dav ; having a testimony from him that I 
did not hide my talent in a napkin, but improved it 
to his glory. And may I now be so jealous for thy 
cause, so careful of thine interests, and so studious 
of the welfare of thy people, that, at the last, I may 
be raised up with them to that highest of all bliss 
and glory which shall endure for evermore, ^men. 

>» 

y I n 11 ■» .1 IP > i tr 

THE husband's PRATER. 

Accept my humble thanks, O Lord, my God, who 
hast provided a help-meet for me, to be my partner 
in the nearest of all relations. teach and enable 
me, in all things to demean myself towards her as it 
becomes me in this station. May I be enabled to 
cherish her as my own flesh. Let me never on any 
account despise her, or be bitter a^inst her : but 
may I bear with her infirmities, and forbear her in 
love and all gentleness. Nor let me insult over her, 
as an inferior ; but mildly use my authority in treat- 
ing her as my dear yoke-fellow and cQ\i£^'«£^^i^. "Vjrn* 
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me not be rigid in opposing her ; but ready to com- 
ply with her in all her reasonable desires and ex- 
pectations. O make me meek and patient, fidthful 
and kind, respectful and tender in all my conduct 
towards her ; and may I show m^rself on all occa- 
sions well pleased and satisfied with her, that she 
may find comfort in fellowship with me, and never 
have reason to regret that she has forsaken all 
others for my sake. O blessed Lord, espouse my 
dear friend to thyself, in loving-kindness and £uth- 
fulness and tender mercies. Bless her and love her, 
and make her lovely in thy sight, and in the eyes of 
all. Especially make her like the king's daughter, 
all glorious within ; that she may not only appear 
to advantage in this world, but be blessed for ever 
in the wond to come. And grant, O Lord, our 
God, that we may be lovers of one another's souls, 
and promoters of each other's salvation : so that af* 
ter a short season of fellowship here, we may meet 
again with rejoicing there, where we shall never 
part, even in that fulness of joy which is in thy 
presence ; where, though there be no marrying, nor 
giving in marriage, yet is there greater festivity and 
gladness, than in any day of espousals : and where 
those who are united together in thy fear and love 
shall be blessed together in everlasting fellowshij 
with thee, and with thy dear Son Jesus Chris^ 
•dmen. 



THE wife's prater. 



O MY God, thou hast called me to this stat 
hie; and it is the disposal of thy providence t) 
should be joined in wedlock with thy servon 
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bless thee, Lord, that thou hast dealt well with me, 
and provided graciously for me. continue thy 
goodness to me, in giving me knowledge and grace 
to demean myself aright in this relation; that I 
may honour and obey the Lord in reverencing and 
obeying my husband. Enable me to submit cheer- 
fully to him in all things not forbidden by thee ; and 
to speak of him, and to him, with such words, as 
shall mark the high esteem, and fervent love of my 
heart towards him. Enable me so to demean my- 
self on all occasions as to give him satisfaction; 
that so his love towards me may be confirmed, and 
our mutual happiness increased. If at any time 
occasions of offence arise, teach me with silence, or 
with soft obliging words to quench the fiames, and 
to keep the unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace. 
O give me that ornament of a meek and quiet spirit^ 
which in thy sight is of great price. Make me 
humble and modest, discreet and considerate, careful 
and diligent, faithftil and constant, mild and patient ; 
remembering not only the duties and comforts, but 
also the temptations and crosses, of the married 
state; and taking the worse with the better, as a 
part of my portion ; showing myself herein a fol- 
lower of wise and godly matrons. Bless my dear 
partner, O Lord, with the best of thy' blessings ; 
and love him, and keep him in thy continual care, 
till thou bring him to thy heavenly kingdom. O 
bind us both in faithfulness unto thee, as well as to 
one another. And as we are one fiesh, so make us 
of one heart, and of one soul ; that nothing but 
death may ever make a separation between us. And 
let our union be cemented, not merely by the con- 
siderations of honour and interest, but cl3dft€L^ Vs^ "«ss. 
ardent longing for eacli otYiet a si^m\.\iA "w;^^ ^^^^'^^^^ 

t3 
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welfare : that so we may admire, and love, and 
serve thee together in this world, and glorify thee 
together in the world to come, through «fesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



THE widow's PRAtER. 

O EVER-LIVING and all disposing Grod ! thou hast 
taken from me the friend of my hosom, that was 
even as my own soul ; and hy tne voant^ hast now 
taught me the worthy of that blessing, which I once 
enjoyed. I submit to thy righteous dispensations : 
and notwithstanding thv hand is heavy upon me, I 
confess that thou hast chastised me far less than my 
iniquities have deserved. I lament that I have pro- 
voked thee to anger: but, whatever has been the 
cause of thy judgements, deliver me from it, I most 
humbly beseech thee. Whereinsoever I have failed, 
either towards thee or towards nay dear partner, for- 
give it for thy mercy's sake in Christ Jesus. I bless 
thee for havmg brought me into a union with him. 
He was thy gift ; and it was thy goodness that I enjoy- 
ed, and thy help and comfort that I found in him. 
And now thou canst supply to me, by thyself, what I 
received from thee by his hands. Thou art still the 
same Fountain of goodness, whatever means of con- 
veyance thou cuttest off firom us. O pity me, Lord 
under the breach which thou hast been pleased t 
make upon me ; and support me in the dejection i 
my heart ; and guide and comfort me in all the pf 
plexity of my thoughts. Withdraw not thou thys 
from me, O my God, now that trouble is upon Uf 
but make use of this bitter dispensation as the me 
ofhiingmg me nearer to thyself, and of raising 
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heart of mine from the present world, to that better 
place, where I hope my dear friend is now in thine 
unmediate presence. And now that I am a widow 
indeed, and desolate, enable me to trust in thee, my 
God, and to continue in supplications and prayers 
night and day. thou that hast a peculiar care, 
and tender regard for the widows, be pleased to 
espouse my cause, and direct my path, and show me 
what I have to do, and fit me for every duty now in« 
cumbent upon me. let my Maker be my husband, 
to teach and help to defend and comfort me, to deal 
graciously with me, and to be all in all to me. And 
bring me safe, my Grod, through this vale of 
misery, to the blessed kingdom of thy glory ; for 
the soke of thy beloved Son, my only Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



THE orphan's prater. 

O Lord my God ! thou art he that took me out of 
my mother's womb ; and art pleased to style thy- 
self in a peculiar manner, the father of the father- 
less. Now that I am left unto thee, mine eyes are 
upon thee, O my &ther, and I desire to ^ur out my 
soul before thee, and to entreat thy gracious favour. 
Have compassion on me, and leave me not desolate. 
Expose me not helpless and unprotected to the 
wants and dangers of this wicked world : but now 
that mv &ther and mother have forsaken me, O 
Lord, do thou take me up ; and be a father (and 
the best of &thers) to me, and still a gracious pro- 
vider for me. Guide me, O my heavenly Father, 
and direct my firiends also, who are concerned in the 
disposing of me and my affairs. O Vi^ ^JassvvT^««»«-^ 
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loose my inheritance for me ; and order all that 
3ems me for the promoting of thy glory, and 
advancing of my present and everlasting hap- 
ess. Direct my designs, that they may be agree- 
iC to thy blessed will ; and bless and prosper my 
deavours, that they may succeed according to my 
isire, and furnish me with continual occasions of 
raise and thanksgiving. My Lord, I conunit my- 
elf to thee : O be thou my God and guide, even 
anto death. Be ever watcMil over me for good, 
and preserve and keep me, and conduct and lead 
me, in all the variety of estates and afi^urs of this 
life, till thou hast brought me to inherit the blessed 
portion of thy children in that most sweet and glo- 
rious life, which shall never fail. Grant this, O 
merciful Father, for thy dear Son's sake, my only 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, ^men. 



THE aged's prayer. 

Lord of my life : thou art my God from the 
womb ; my hope and trust from my youth. By thee 

1 was broi^ht into the world : and upon thee have I 
lived all my days. with what patience and long, 
suffering hast thou endured me ! and with wha 
loving kindness and tender mercies hast thou sti 
prevented and followed me ! how many have I sec 
snatched out of this life (as I fear miserably impr 
vided for their death ;) whereas thou prolongest i 
days, and, together with more days, still addest n 
mercies to my life. O that the lengthening of 
days may be a real benefit ; and that, as my li 
j)rolo^ed, so the whole work which God has g 

me to do, may he ^nished ! may I redeem the ' 
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And improve all the opportunities and means of 
nace which thoa art pleased to put into mj hands, 
for the everlasting advantage of my soul I And let 
my age be the good old age ; and the remaining 
time of my sojourning here, be the best of aU my 
time. 

Though my sight is dim to the world, let my 
eyes be ever towards the Lord, and open to see the 
things belcm^ng to my peace. Though my ears are 
dull of hearmg, let my heart be attentive to thy 
calls, and let me hear thy voice, while it is called 
To-day. Though I cannot (as formerly) relish the 
pleasures of meat and drink, yet let me taste the 

goodness of the Lord, and savour the things of the 
pint of God, and hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness, and long for those pleasures which are at thy 
right hand for evermore. And though my limbs 
are weak, and my strength will not serve me to travel 
abroad as I have done ; yet make me strong in the 
Lord, to do thy work, and to walk in thy ways, and 
to perform my great journey homeward, to my 
house eternal in me heavens. And, seeing there is 
no man that liveth and sl-'dl not see death, and the 
longer I have escaped it, the nearer I am now to it, 
and shall one day certainly fall by it, and must every 
day reckon upon it, and ^.ow not but that my soul 
may this night be required of me : O let not my 
length of days tempt me to forget their end, or to 
put my last day far from me : out let me keep it 
ever in my prospect, as drawing nigh to me ; that I 
mav order all my concerns, not only like a stranger 
and sojourner, but as a dying man who is ready to 
drop into the grave, and as waiting, watching, and 
preparing for the coming of his Lord. that at thy 
coming, thou mayest find me «o dom<^\ 
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And, because I am old in sins, as well as in years : 
weighed down with iniquity, as well as with age ; O 
my gracious Lord, give me that godly sorrow for my 
sins, which shall work repentance not to be repented 
of. Thou hast saved many old sinners ; O God, be. 
so merciful to me a sinner. Put all my sins to the 
accoimt of thy dear Son : and wash me thoroughly 
from them in the fountain of his precious blood. 
Especially, O merciM Lord, acquit and discharge 
me from the sins that he heaviest upon me, and that 
make the thoughts of death and judgement most 
painful to me. O give me, Lord, some token for 
good, that I may have an evidence of my having 
found mercy at thy hands, and that I may depart in 
peace, and finish my course with joy, and, in the 
end of my life, be numbered among the redeemed and 
blessed of the Lord, through the tender mercies of 
my God, and through the all-sufficient merits of my 
only Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen, 



THE child's prater. 



O MY God and Father, who has made me; have 
mercy upon me, and teach me to know thee : and 
incline my heart to love thee and enable me in all 
my life to do thy will, as I ought to do. Thou hast 
formed me for thyself; and in the church I have 
been devoted, and offered up unto thee, as thy child. 
O thou adorable Saviour, who hast ordered children 
to be brought unto thee, and hast declared, that 
of such is the kingdom of heaven, ^ve me thy 
grace that I may understand and seek after God ; 
j^ea, that I may seek thee early, and with my whole 
heart Dispose me to remember thee my Creator 
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and Bedeemer in the days of my youth, and to take 
upon me now thy light and easy yoke ; that thou 
mayest not he unmindRil of me in the time of age^ 
or leave me comfortless in my latter days. As I 
grow in years and stature, so help me. Lord, to grow 
in wisdom and grace, and in favour with God and 
men. O keep me from the evil of this world ; and 
carry me safely through it to thy heavenly kingdom. 
Make me obedient to my parents and teachers ; and 
lowly and respectful unto all. And bless to me all 
the means that are used for my instruction : teach 
me to profit by them, and to acquire such learning, 
as shall qualify me to discharge with advantage the 
duties of any station which I shall hereafter be called 
to fill. O my heavenly Father ! take care of me, 
and provide for me ; and so dispose of me in the 
world, that I may be useful in my generation, and a 
blessing to the place where thy providence shall fix 
my abode. Preserve me, O my Lord, from the in- 
fection of bad examples : let me never be led away 
and enticed to follow the despisers of thy laws ; but 
make me a lover and follower of such as are truly 
good, and a pattern to others of all that is lovely 
and of good report. God, thou knowest my 
foolishness, and seest how weak I am ; O look not 
upon my follies, nor be extreme to mark what is 
done amiss ; but have pity on my infirmities, and 
forgive my sins. Out of the mouths of babes and 
sucklings thou hast ordained strength ; O mag- 
nify thy power in my weakness, and make me a 
profitable member of society, and an instrument to 
promote thy glory. Leave me not, O Lord, to my- 
self, or to my own foolish counsels ; but -let me be 
taught of God how to behave myself, and what to 
do. And take thou the gracious chax^<^ ^^A^gs^'s^^- 
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ment of me ; and keep my heart ever in thy fe 
and love ; and direct all my ways to please thee, u 
God, through Jesus Christ. Jdmen, 



A PRAYER TO BE USED BT THE RICH AND GREAT. 

O Lord, the gracious giver of all our good thing 
thou hast opened thy hand to me in a hountiftd ma 
ner, and given me all things plenteously to enjo; 
thou hast made me to he full and to ahound, whi! 
multitudes around me are poor and indigent. O tli 
this plenty, which I have for my body, may n 
prove a snare to my soul ! Let me never trust 
uncertain riches, nor rest in thy gifts forgetftil 
the Giver. Better were it that I had been altogeth 
destitute of this world's good, than that I shou 
make it my idol, or be satisfied with it as my on 
portion. It is indeed too often found, that t 
prosperity of fools destroys them. O merciful Gc 
grant that this fatal consequence may not ever an 
from the wealth bestowed on me ! I^et me never 
suffered to abuse thy bounties, or to make them 
occasion of sinninff against thee. I am thy stewaj 
O Lord ; grant, I beseech thee, that I may be fou: 
faithM in what is committed to my trust ; thai 
may honour thee with my substance, and impro 
my talents agreeably to thy mind and will. tl 
with the fulness put into my hands, leanness m 
not be sent into my soul! That I may not w 
proud and wanton, and indifferent about a bet) 
world, when I am so well provided for in this! 
let not my riches choke thy grace, or damp my » 
in thy service. But the more thou hast done i 
me, O my God, make me the more careful to e 
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t^TOve myself to thee, more anxions to please thee, 
more fearful to offend thee. And, seeing l^at thou 
hast pronounced it so hard for the rich to enter into 
thy kingdom, O keep me continally vigilant to escape 
the temptations and dangers to which I am ei^osed. 
Suffer me not, O my God, to trust in uncertain 
riches, or to value myself upon my worldly pos- 
sessions ; hut make me to covet earnestly the true 
riches, even the treasures of thy heavenly grace and 
love. Enable me to count all things but loss and 
dung, that I may win Christ, and be rich in good 
works, and abound in the firuits of righteousness. 
As thou fillest me with thy good things, so fill my 
heart with thy lov« and grace, that I may use every 
gift aright to thy glory. O let me not despise any 
above whom thy distingiiished kindness has raised 
me. But give me a heart to condescend to them of 
low estate ; and amidst all my plenty, let me be 
clothed with humility. Make me forward to all the 
offices of charity; ready to communicate, willing 
to distribute ; laying up in store a good foundation 
against the time to come, that I may lay hold on 
eternal life. Let it be my delight to make to my- 
self friends with the unrighteous mammon, that 
when I fail, they may receive me into everiasting 
habitations. Whatsoever I have in the world, O 
that I may have it sanctified to me by the word of 
Grod, and prayer ! and may be enabled, by a right 
use and conscientious improvement of it to honour 
thy name, firom whom every good and perfect gift 
proceeds ! Let me so use the world, as not to abuse it. 
Let me rather be deprived of all that I possess, than 
be retarded by it in my spiritual progress. Let me 
rather cast off the thick clay with which my feet 
are loaded, than not run my tac^ 'm\>CL ^^SaRXL^'^n "«=*^ 

u 
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SO run as to obtain the treasures which are eternal 
in the heavens. Amen, 



A PRATER TO BE USED BT SUCH AS ARE POOR AND 

LOW IN THE WORLD. 

O Lord, the great disposer of all our estates and 
concerns ! thy providence appoints to all their 
several stations ; and it is thy will that there should 
be poor and low, as well as rich and high, in the 
world. One thing is needful; and it is not the 
wealth of this world, but the riches of thy grace, 
that will do us good, and make us happy. If thou 
shower not down plenty upon me, yet. Lord, give 
me what is needful and convenient for me. And, 
however thou dealest with me as to the things of 
this life, O deny me not thy saving grace, which is 
the portion of thy chosen, and better than thousands 
of gold and silver. Teach me, O my God, to suffer 
need, without repining at my lot, or coveting what I 
do not possess, or envying those who are in better 
circumstances than myself. O make me contented 
with my portion, and not grieved on account of my 
meanness and obscurity in the world, but desirous 
only to be known in heaven, and to be accepted of 
my God, in Christ Jesus. Let me never stretch 
out my hand to iniquity; nor seek to help myself, 
by any dishonest ways ; but choose rather to be poor 
than wicked, and to want my daily bread, rather 
than be destitute of thy heavenly grace. Enable 
me to cast all my care upon thee, and to trust in thee 
for all needful provision. Let me labour, working 
with my hands the thing which is good, that I may 
Iiave sufficient for my necessities : and may thy . 
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blessing succeed and prosper all my honeMi^iSiil^s, 
and poor endeavours. 

And the less I have of this world, O let me be 
more concerned to labour for a better! And as I 
have no inheritance upon earth, make me determin- 
ed, through thy grace, to be a partaker of the inher- 
itance of thy saints in light. Let me not lose both 
worlds ; nor pass from a destitute condition here to 
want even a drop of water in the eternal world ; but 
let me have treasure in heaven, even thy blessed 
self, O Lord, to be my portion for ever. Let me be 
found among those poor of this world, whom thou 
hast chosen to be rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom which thou hast promised to them that 
love thee. 

And blessed be thy name, O righteous God, that 
with thee there is no respect of persons ; but the 
poor are as acceptable to thee as the rich : yea, 
thou hast dealt exceedingly gracious with me, in 
that thou hast put out of my way many of the 
snares and temptations that hinder others. The 
riches of the opulent render it extremely difficult 
for them to enter into thy kingdom : but my pover- 
ty lays no obstacle in my way to the obtaining of 
thy glory. If only I am poor in spirit as well as 
low in the world, I have thy promise, that the king- 
dom of heaven shall be mine. My God ! grant me 
that poverty of spirit, with all other things that ac- 
company salvation. And then, however destitute 
I am in this life, thy will be done : though I have 
nothing to depend upon in the world, yet I will re- 
joice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salva- 
tion. Having thee for my God, I can want nothing 
that is good. O Lord, give me thyself, and then 1 
have all : and for that best of g\Ct%^ 1 '^^XX'KWi^ '^e>^ 
name for evermore. Amen, 
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THE XASTER OF A FAMILY HIS PRAYER, 

Omost high God, the great Lord of all, whose pr< 
dence disposes the several ranks of men in 
world, and whose word instructs masters as wel 
servants how to demean themselves in their 
spective places ; thou hast made me the head 
this house. O that I may walk in it with an i 
right heart ; and not shelter any evil thing im 
my roof! may I ever countenance the pious, i 
correct the vicious, and yield myself a pattern 
all that is virtuous and praise-worthy ; and let 
so command my children, and my household ai 
me, that they also may keep the way of the Lo 
Let this he my determination, through grace, tl 
as for me and my house, we will serve the Lo 
O that there may not he a hypocrite, or an imrenc 
ed profane person amongst us ; let not me, who 
called a master, myself oe a servant of sin : let 
not be enslaved by my own passions and lusts ; ] 
have the dominion over myself: and keep my e; 
ever waiting upon the Lord my God, even as 
eyes of servants are to the handjs of their masten 

O that my wife may be the spouse of Christ ; 
children the children of God ; my servants the £ 
vants of the Lord; and all the members of 
family the true members of thy church, and the a 
stant followers of all that is laudable and go 
Let me not cany myself with rigour amongst the 
nor despise the cause even of my servants ; 
with patience and candour attend to their c( 
plaints, and give unto them that which is just i 
equal; knowing that I also have a master in heav 
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Let me not insult over any that are under the 
yoke ; nor be severe and cruel to them ; nor op- 

Eress or defraud them in their wages : nor with- 
old any rewards or encouragements which they 
may justly expect from me. But let my dealings 
with them be upright and candid, merciful and kind. 
Let me take care of their bodies JBud their souls, and 
of all that concerns them, as their benign patron 
and their faithful friend. Let me ever treat them 
with all due regard, as my brethren and fellow ser- 
vants before God, with whom is no respect of per- 
sons. O give me. Lord, an understanding heart, 
and such a spirit of wisdom, that I may go in and 
out before my people, as one that is taught of God ; 
and in whatsoever I enjoin to them, let me have 
respect to thy will, and seek the advancement of 
thy glory. 

Bless my house, O Lord, and preserve it from all 
diseases and from all dangers. Keep it also from 
vice and ungodliness ; and make it a nursery of vir- 
tue and piety, and of all that is exemplary, and of 
good report. Direct, O God, and help every one of 
us in the discharge of our respective duties. En- 
able us to employ ourselves as we ought, and with 
quietness do our own business ; never forgetting the 
great work, for which we were sent into the world. 
O keep us evermore in thy fear and love : and en- 
able us not only to begin well, but to hold on our 
way even to the end ; that we may meet again 
around thy throne, and be partakers together of thy 
heavenly kingdom, through Jesus Christ, our com- 
mon Lord and Saviour, jlmen. 



u S 
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THB servant's PRAYER. 

God the Father Ahnighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth ! it is the appointment of thy good providence, 
that there should be various ranks and degrees of 
men ; and that I should be placed in the station 
where I now am. Wherefore I submit, Lord, to 
thy most wise and gracious disposal; and desire 
(with content and thankftilness) to accept of my 

Eortion, how low soever in the world. If my 
lessed Redeemer, who is Lord of all, would take 
upon him the form of a servant, and condescend 
even to the meanest offices for the service of our 
souls, O whv should it be grievous to me to be a 
servant under the yoke? In serving man as X 
ought, I do also serve the Lord ; and, though boimd 
to man, I may be the Lord's freeman : yea, in 
faithfully discharging the duties of my place, I shall 
be as acceptable to my God, as any that enjoy the 
highest station. I leave it to thee, therefore, O 
Lord of all, to choose my inheritance for me. Only 

1 beg at thy hands, that my lot may &11 where my 
soul may prosper, though my work oe less easy, my 
provision less delicate, my accommodation less con* 
venient. If my soul do well, I shall be for ever 
happy : if my heart be right with God, I shall be 
blessed with his countenance and love : and if I be 
found in the way of righteousness, I shall be exalt- 
ed in due time, however abased at present. O my 
supreme Lord and Master, who art King of kings, 
and Lord of lords, let me prefer thy favour (wherein 
is life), and thy loving kindness (which is better 
than life itself), to all the ease, or profit, or honour 

that the world can give me : and let it be more my 
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concern to glorify thee by a quiet, faiths, and 
diligent discharge of the duties of my place, than 
to serve myself by a restless desire of continually 
advancing my temporal interests. 

O let me not be the servant of sin ; but let me 
enjoy the blessed liberty wherewith Christ has made 
us free ; even liberty from sinful bondage, and 
liberty to follow my Lord fully, and to run the way 
of thy commandments with an enlarged heart. 
And, Lord, be thou pleased to fit me for the service 
to which I am called ; that I may perform it to the 
glory of thy name, to the satisfaction and comfort of 
those whom I serve, and to my own everlasting ad- 
vantage. O make me true and &ithfril, careful and 
diligent, humble and obedient, meek and patient, 
kind and peaceable. Enable me to do the business 
of my place, not with eye-service as a man-pleaser, 
but m singleness of heart, as unto God. Let me 
not be cross in my temper, or froward ia my con- 
duct ; but ready on all occasions to bear with others 
and to deny myself. Let me not be hasty to answer 
again, and thereby to stir up wrath ; but enable me, 
with silence and submission, to follow the things 
that make for peace. Let me never lower my 
master's character, in order to set off my own ; or 
consult my own gain or pleasure at the expense of 
his interests ; but enable me in all things to consult 
his will and pleasure, his credit and interest, as far 
as will consist with my duty to thee. Let it be my 
ambition to act worthy of my God unto all pleasing, 
and to be found faithfrd in the sight of him who 
searcheth the heart, and trieth the reins. Give me 
thy grace, O most mercifol God and Father, that I 
may so acquit myself towards my earthly master, as 
to have my person and services wi<i«^\.^ ^^ ^5^^^ 
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through the mediation of thy beloved Son, 
bleaeed Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus Cbr 



THE soldier's pkaybh. 

Lord God of hosts ! who hast all the creatui 
in heaven and in earth, ever ready to fight thy I 
ties, and to execute thy commands ! thou didst : 
BOW any seeds of enmity in our nature ; but di 
create man in thine own image, endued with all 
principles of love and dispositions to peac 
from OUT lusts alone, that wars and fight' 
come amongst UB. We first by transgress 
ourselves enemies to thee ; and have theref 
been justly left by thee to cherish enmity agai 
our fellow- creatures, and to bite and devour ( 
another. my God, I lament the sad necesE 
that exists for learning and exercising the ait 
war. But, now that 1 am in a line which binds 
the performance of military duties, instruct me. 
Lord, and enable me to behave myself as a tr 
Christian soldier ought to do. Above all thin 
incline me, Lord, to enlist under thy bannc 
and enable me to become a good soldier of Jei 
Christ. Let me war a good warfare, and ne' 
cease to fight against those enemies that war agai 
my soul. And that Imay have peace with thee : 
God, let me have no peace with my sins ; nor e' 
take part with those that rebel against thee. ] 
me never be carried away by the influence of i 
godly examples, or be led to commit any wicki 
ness against which thou, O God, hast declared I 
wrath from heaven. O grant that I may never str 
with mj' Maker; nor allow myself in such a babil 
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mind, and course of life, as are enmity against Grod ; 
but let me dread more to fall into thy hands, than 
into the haiKls of those who can only Kill the body ; 
and ever show myself the more zealous for thee, 
the more I see others set themselves against thee. 
O Lord most high ! make me valiant for thy cause, 
as well as for my king and coimtry. And preserve 
me, O my God, from the profaneness and blasphe- 
my, the lewdness and debauchery, the rudeness 
and violence that are so common amongst men of 
my profession : let me not be infected with their 
contagion; but preserve my integrity amidst all 
the temptations wherewith I am surrounded. 

Though the sword is in my hand, let the peace of 
God rule in my heart. And though I am a soldier, 
let me not be a man of blood, delighting in war, but 
a ready servant of my countiy , a faithful instrument 
for our common defence and safety, and a dutiful 
subject to the powers ordained of God, for the Lord's 
sake. O my Strength and my Redeemer, strengthen 
my heart and hands for the service, to which I am 
called. And make me success^ and victorious 
through thy blessing and power from on high. It 
is thou, Lord, only, that makest us to dwell in 
safety : O cover my head in the day of battle : and 
in all times of danger, be thou my shield and buck- 
ler. Kee^ me if it may please thee, from the calami- 
ties to which I am exposed, or over-rule them for 
my spiritual and eternal good ; that wounds in my 
body may be the health of my soul, and temporal 
death prove to me the gate of everlasting life. And 
seeing that I go with my life in my hams, and am 
more exposed than other men to dangers and death, 
O make me more careful of my soul, more mlndM 
of my latter end> and more dili^ul \x> \SLV£Q^3ssBL *« 



.L 
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constant readinesB to meet my God. And whet 
I prosper or miscany in the attempts and en 
pnses wherein I am now concerned, let my i 
be ever precious in thy sight, and safe in thyhai 
Help me, O thou, my Leader and Commander, t 
great Captain of my salvation, so to live, thi 
may find it the greatest gain to die ; and let m« 
on (as Christ's faithttil soldier) so conquering 
to conquer, that having overcome all the enen 
of my soul, I may sit down in tby kingdom, . 
participate thy glory, and triumph m thy praise 
ever. Amen. 



Almighty and ever-blessed God, whose eyes 
in every place, beholding the evil and the go< 
look down, I beseech thee, on thine unworthy i 
vant that desires now to obtain mercy at thy hai 
Thou aeest that my lot is cast in a situation wb 
my temptations are manifold, and my advanta 
for religious improvement but few. Alas ! O L( 
how baneful have I found the influence of evil C( 
pany ; and how often have I myself proved a si 
to my companions ! but pardon, I pray thee, all 
guilt which I have contracted ; and lay not to 
charge my multiplied iniquities. Wash me in 
fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness ; 
let the blood of Christ which cleanseth ftom 
sio, purge my couscience from dead works to st 
the living God. 

Let me not, O Lord, be an^ longer regardles 
my eternal interests. Surelv in a peculiar mai 
it becomes me to stand ready for death and ju( 
ment. Exposed as I am to continual dangen, 
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not knowing what an hour may bring forth. O let 
me be mindful of my latter end, and live every day, 
as if I knew that it would be my last. And if, by 
reason of stormy wind» and tempests I be lifted up 
to the heavens, and go down again into the depths, 
and the hearts of all around me melt because of their 
trouble, let me know in whom I have believed, and 
be enabled with composure to commit my soul into 
thy hands : let me have the comfort of knowing 
that thou art reconciled to me in the Son of thy 
love, and that death will be to me a door of en- 
trance into thy heavenly kingdom. 

Let me not be afraid to confess thee before men, 
or be ashamed of having it known that I am thy 
servant. Let me rather be emboldened to let my 
light shine before men, and to be a witness for thee 
amongst those with whom I live. Let me be deeply 
grieved at all the evil which I behold, and labour to 
the utmost of my power, to turn my fellow-sinners 
from the error of their ways. 

Blessed God ! infinite are my obligations to thee 
for the many kind interpositions of thy providence 
which I have experienced, and for that measure of 
grace which, of thine own love and mercy, thou hast 
seen fit to bestow upon me. O that thou wouldst 
fill my heart with a grateM sense of thy mercies, 
and dispose me to render unto thee according to the 
benefits conferred upon me. Let me especially 
live nigh to thee in secret prayer. Let me delight 
in reading thy blessed word, and in meditating on 
the great things of thy law. Make up to me the 
want of public instruction by the special assistance 
of thy good Spirit. Open my understanding that 
I may understand thy word ; and incline my heart 
to obey it with all cheerfulness. EioaWva \afc\si."^Jcsfc 
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most unreserved manner to devote myself to tbee, 
and to glorify thee with my body and my spirit 
whi<;h are thine. 

This, O my God, I would regard as my chief hap- 
piness on earth ; and this I humbly ask at thy 
hands, through the merits and mediation of Jesus 
Christ my blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen, 



THE CONDEMNED MALEFACTOR'S PRAYER. 

Out of the depth do I cry to thee, O Lord ! Lord, 
hear my voice : let thine ears be attentive to the 
voice of my supplication. If thou, O Lord, shouldst 
mark iniquities, O Lord, who should stand ! but 
there is forgiveness with *thee, that thou mayest be 
feared. Therefore I wait for the Lord; my soul 
does wait ; and in thy word do I hope. Though 
my sins have found me out, and brought me to 
shame, and they are heinous beyond expression, 
and the thought and remembrance of them fills me 
with horror and confusion; yet I believe (Lord 
help my unbelief) they are not greater than can be 
forgiven: they do not exceed the value of that 
atonement which thine only dear Son has made, or 
the merits of that perfect obedience which he has 
rendered to thy holy law. No, Lord ; neither do 
they exceed thy boundless mercies, nor the great 
and precious promises which thou hast given us in 
the gospel of thy Son. Vile indeed, and inexpress- 
ibly wretched is my guilty soul : but it is not past 
thy help and care, O Lord God Almighty, who, at 
the lowest, canst raise, and at the worst, art able to 
relieve us. Except we repent, thou hast told us that 
we shall perish ; but upon our repentance, thou 
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hast promised thy gracious forgiveness. And 
though sin has ahounded, yet when we forsake our 
wicked ways and thoughts, and return to the Lord 
our God, thou hast promised to have mercy upon 
us and abundantly to pardon. It is thine own most 
true and faithM word, O Lord, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Christ shall not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life ; and, that he who confesseth and forsake th 
his sins shall have mercy. Though therefore I can- 
not find such mercy now at man's tribunal, yet I 
may, and will, ask it of thee, the Father of all mer- 
cies, who dost not reject the cry even of the vilest 
in their distress, but rememberest us in our lowest 
estate, and encouragest us to trust in that mercy of 
thine which endureth for ever. O thou that hast 
promised to forgive every penitent sinner, make me. 
Lord, I beseech thee, one of that niunber.- O 
touch my heart with true remorse, that it may melt 
and bleed for my sins, and become such a broken, 
contrite heart, as thou wilt not despise 

O that the distressing circumstances which I am 
in, may be turned (through the riches of thy grace), 
into a happy occasion of converting my soid, and of 
furthering my everlasting salvation ! This is a time 
of shame and sorrow with me ; but help me gracious 
God, so to repent and be converted, that my sins 
may be blotted out, and that a time of refreshing 
may come to me from the presence of the Lord. For 
thy name's sake, O Lord, pardon my sin, for it is 
great; too great for any but the God of infinite 
goodness and love to pardon. And that thou 
may est have the glory, and my soul the blessed fixdt, 
of thy mercy, O Lord, prepare me for it, by suph a 
deep and serious repentance as thy holy word re- 
quires, and such as thy goodness icL CiVaSsX. "^^'s<»» 

X 
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will merciftilly accept. What is past I cannot recall ; 
but thou, Lora, canst remit it, and give me grace to 
repent of it. O strike my rocky heart, that the 
tears of penitence may flow down like a river ; and 
enable me so to humble myself for my sins, that 
they may be blotted out from the book of thy re- 
membrance. O blot them out as a morning doud : 
blot them in the blood of thy beloved Son, \iiio 
came to seek and to save that which was lost ; and 
who suffered and died once that we miffht not suffer 
and die eternally. Wash me thorougnly from mj 
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin ; wasli me in 
that fountain that was opened for sin and fbr un- 
cleanness, even in the precious blood of that Lamb 
of God, that was slain to take away the sins of the 
world. 

My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death : 
O most gracious Lord ! grant that my sorrow may 
be a ^odly sorrow. Let me not merely sorrow wr 
the bitter consequences of my sin, but for ihy sin 
itself, and for ail the offences* which I have ever 
committed against thy divine Majesty. O blessed 
Jesus, who camest to call sinners to repentance, 
and thyself didst hang upon the cross, and show 
compassion to the poor male&ctor, who suffered 
with thee ; remember me now in my last hours, and 
show mercy unto me for thy own mercy's sake. O 
Son of David, have mercy upon me. Both now and 
ever vouchsafe to hear me, O Christ; graciously 
hear me, O Lord Christ. And let thy mercy hb 
showed upon me, as I do put my trust m thee. O 
glorify thy mercy in my salvation, and not thy jus* 
tice in mv destruction. 

Though confusion is now my portion, vet help 
me. Lord, to bear thine indignation, as it becomes 
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me; and so to improve the hmniliating circma- 
stances into which my sins have hrought me, that I 
may not heieafter awake to shame and everlasting 
contempt And though I am now imder the sen* 
tence of a temporal death ; yet spare my soul, 
most merciful Lord, and deliver me not into the 
latter pains of eternal death. O that I may have all 
my shame, and sorrow, and evil things, in this life, 
and not he removed from this dungeon to that in* 
finitely more tremendous prison, where I shall want 
even a drop of water to cool my tongue, and he 
confined in chains of everlasting dar&ness to the 
judgement of the great day. Be merciM unto me, 
O mercifiil Lord God : and show forth in me all 
the wonders of thy grace, and power, and mercy, 
to prepare me for, and support me under the de- 
served punishment, which I am ahout to suffer : and 
to give me hope in my death (even in this infamous 
death) ; and after dea^, a happy mansion (the least 
and lowest mansion) in the house of my God. I 
humhly ask this, for the sake of thine own tender 
mercies, and for the infinite merits of the great Be- 
deemer of the world, my only Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. Jlmen, Idmen, 



A PRAYER FOR THE BNLAR6EMEKT AND PROSPERITY 

OF THE CHURCH. 

O Gob of all grace, who hsst called out of this 
present evil world, a chosen generation to know 
thy will, to seek thy face, to follow thy ways, and 
to inherit thy glory, pour out thy blessings upon 
those who are yet in darkness and the shadow of 
death : make bare thine arm and eTC&tt ^^cc] ^^^^^^ 



\ 
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1 



i - j that all the ends of the earth may rememb 

selves, and turn to the Lord, and that all f 

see the salvation of God. Call home to thee j 

once favoured people the Jews : and take 

from their hearts, that they may see and o 

Messias. Let that blood of Christ, whicl 

I profanely imprecated upon their own heads 

] them from the guilt of shedding it: yc 

\ cleanse them from all their sins. Bring in 

^ ■ the fulness of the Gentiles : and give thy 

i I heathen for his inheritance, and the utmost 

J the earth for his possession. O give thy 

free and effectual course throughout the w< 
it be propagated where it has not yet read 
let the joyfiil sound be heard, even where 
not yet named. Give success to it, where 
already ; let all who have received it, since] 
it : cause every one that names the name c 
to depart from iniquity; and grant that 
make a profession of godliness may be coi 
by the love of Christ to live imto thee 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in a 
Convince and convert both the avowed 
of Christ, and also the enemies of his ow 
Beat down all anti-christiau powers, botl 
false church, where Christianity is so foully 
ed ; and also beyond the borders of Chrie 
where it is openly opposed. Show unto all 
the light of thy truth ; that they may knov 
is in Jesus : expel their prejudices, togetl 
their darkness ; and bring them to receive 
in the love of it, that they may be saved, 
the true religion of our Lord Jesus ma] 
powerfully, and gain more proselytes daily i 

^ out the world : that Jerusalem may soon 
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the joy and praise of the whole earth : and that we 
may see the good of it all the day9 of our life ! Q 
thou Father of lights, grant that all errors in doc- 
trine, and all ungodliness in practice, may be inorQ 
and more exposed and suppressed, till they be ut« 
terly abolished ! Let the wickedness of the wicked 
come to an end ; but let truth andholii)ess increase 
in credit and authority till Uiey reign and flourish 
even to the ends of the earth : grant this, we most 
humbly beseech thee, through the abupdant grace 
of our Liord Jesus Christ, ^men. 



A PRATBR FOR THB RBFOEMBD CHURCHES ABROAD. 

Bless, Lord, in an especial manner, all the 
churches that profess thy holy and eternal truth. 
Protect them from the enemies that have evil will 
at Sion ; preserve them in the faith ; and restore 
peace unto them, wherever they be in trouble; 
and wherever thev enjoy peace, cause them to 
know the day of their visitation, and so to improve 
this mercy that they may be edified and multiplied. 
Thou hast showed thy people hard things ! thou 
hast made them to drink the wine of astomshment : 
O how long shall thine anger smoke against the 
sheep of thy pasture ! make them glad according to 
the time wherein thou bast afflicted them, and 
wherein they have sufiered adversity. Lord, how 
long shall the wicked triumph ! how long shall 
they utter and speak bard thmgs, and take crafty 
coimsel against thy people, and consult against thy 
hidden ones ! Arise, O God, plead tmne own 
cause: remember how the foolish man blasphe- 
meth thee daily. Help, Lord, for Uie gpdJl^ ^b^»»^ 

x3 
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ceaseth, for the faithful fail from among the chil- 
dren of men. O that thou wouldst arise and have 
mercy upon Sion ; and that the time to favour her, 
the set time, were come ! Thou art our King, God ; 
command deliverances for Jacoh. Arise for thy 
servant's help ; and redeem them for thy mercy's 
sake. Let not the rod of the wicked rest upon ibe 
lot of the righteous : hut give a check and stop to 
the persecuting spirit that hreaks in pieces thy peo- 
ple, O Lord, and afflicts thine heritage. When 
their enemies come to eat them up, let them stum- 
ble and fall : and let thy people never be ashamed. 
Yea, not only restrain the remainder of that wrath, 
but so turn it Tas thou didst in the persecuting Saul) 
that the enemies and opposers of thy truth, may be- 
come lovers and followers of the same. 

O hear the sighs, support the spirits, and hasten 
the deliverance of those, who, for thy sake, are killed 
all the day long, and counted as sheep for the 
slaughter. Make thy face to shine upon thy ser- 
vants ; and redeem Israel out of all his troubles. 
Be thou. Lord, a refuge for the oppressed ; a refuge 
in times of trouble : and come in to their succour ; 
and make them a way to escape out of the hands of 
such imreasonable men, whose very mercies are 
cruel. O break thou the arm of the wicked and 
evil man : and judge the oppressed, that the man 
of the earth may no more oppress. Show thy mar- 
vellous loving kindness, thou that savest by thy 
right hand them that trust in thee, from those that 
rise up against them. When their power is gone, 
then manifest thine own : and when there is none 
to help, then let thine own arm bring salvation. 
Pity such as are banished for righteousness' sake, 
and driven to seek their bread in strange countries ; 
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grant them to find favour with those among whom 
they are scattered : let thy fatherly care provide for 
them ; and in thy good time, restore them to their 
possessions, and to sure habitations, and to quiet 
resting-places. Or, if thou seest not good to aoate 
their troubles on earth, enable them to glorify 
thee in the fires, and in due season, bring them 
forth, as gold purified from its dross. Fill them 
even now with peace and joy in the Holy Ghost ; 
and lead them to seek more earnestly those heaven- 
ly mansions, where they shall not only rest from 
their labours, but shall behold thy glory and sing 
thy praise for evermore. Amen, 



A PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH. 

Blessed be thy name, O Lord our God, who hast 
called us to be thy people ; and caused the day- 
spring from on high to visit us, and the light of thy 
gospel to shine upon us. Thou hast sent to us the 
won! of salvation ; and made thy holy religion to 
be our birthright, and the professed religion of our 
nation. Thou hast not been deficient in kind- 
ness to us, O gracious Lord : but O how grievously 
have we failed in our duty to thee : Great things 
hast thou done in our behalf: but O how little have 
we done in thy service : and how much against thy 
holy, good, and righteous laws ! We have long ex- 
perienced thy care and kindness, as the vineyard of 
the Lord, which thy right hand hath planted ; thou 
hast hedged us about with thy providence ; digged 
and pruned us with thy judgements ; watered and 
refreshed us with thy mercies ; and justly mightest 
thou expect to find in us fruits answerahV^Vck -^l^. 
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thy care. But, alas ! we have brought forth wild 
grapes ; and have been overgrown with the brierif 
and thorns of contention. Our works have (too 
often) been no better than the unfruitM works of 
darkness. We confess, O Lord, that we have 
walked unworthy of our holy vocation, and that 
thou mightest justly take away the gospel pf the 
kingdom from us, and give it to another people, 
that should bring forth fruits more worthy of it, 

But, O gracious long-suffering God, who in 
judgement nast ever remembered, mercy towards 
us ! enter not into judgement with us for our un- 
mindfulness of thee : lay not to our charge the 
numberless evils of which our own consciences ac- 
cuse us ; our barrenness under all the means of 
grace, our ingratitude for thy most precious benefits, 
and our abuses of the innumerable favours which 
we so long have enjoyed. Eemember not our sins 
against us ; but remember thy own tender mercies, 
and loving-kindnesses, which have been ever of 
old. O say not of this land, thou hast no pleasure 
in it; but return, we beseech thee, O God of 
hosts ; look down from heaven, behold and visit 
this vineyard, and the branch which thou madest 
strong for thyself. Be thou as a wall of fire about 
our church, to protect it against all that would in- 
vade its peace, corrupt its purity, or destroy its 
prosperity. And be thou as a refiner's fire, and 
like Mler*s soap, in the midst of us ; to purge 
away our dross, and to purify us yet more from all 
remaining errors and corruptions. Let thy church 
be established in the midst of us ; let righteousness 
be the foundation of her walls, and peace the orna- 
ment of her palaces. 

O may that right hand of thine which doeth 
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valiantly, work wonders for our safety. Especially, 
be thou pleased, O Lord, to work such a holy refor- 
mation amongst us, that we may not be nominally, 
but really, a reformed people, even a peculiar peo- 
ple, zealous of good works. Make us eminent for 
that righteousness, which exalteth a nation ; that 
thou, the righteous Lord who lovest righteousness, 
mayest bless us, and compass us with thy favour as 
with a shield. Thou hast seen how much we have 
resisted hitherto the means thou hast used for our 
good : but be merciful unto us ; and cause thine 
anger towards us to cease ; and rejoice over us to 
do us good : and do for us what thou knowest will 
be effectual to reclaim and save us. Give us grace 
that shall be sufficient for us, and that shall con- 
strain us to walk worthy of the calhng wherewith 
we are called. Cast not out our prayer ; but hear, 
and answer us, O God of our salvation, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord. Amen, 



A PRATER FOR UNITY. 

O God of the spirits of all flesh, who hast made of 
one blood, all nations of men, to dwell on the face 
of the whole earth ! Wilt thou make us to agree in 
mind and aflection, as we do in nature and consti- 
tution; and give to all nations unity, peace and 
concord ? And, as thou hast called the faithful 
throughout the world, into one body, so make the 
multitude of believers (as once they were) of one 
heart, and of one soul. O let not the seamless coat 
of Christ be rent in pieces : nor thy church be di- 
vided by schisms and contentions : but make us 
one fold, and one flock under ^e^-vs^ ^\srks^.^ *^^ 
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great Shepherd and Bishop of our sotds. Heal ifa 
wounds which our mutual jealousies and ammc 
sities have made : let not those invidious name 
that tend only to exasperate and to widen on 
breaches, be kept up; but take away from th 
midst of us, that perverse spirit, which makes us 
nation void of counsel ; and disposes us to bite an 
devour one another. O God of peace ! incline on 
hearts to hearken to all peaceable counsels, and t 
comply with all healing designs. And so allay th 
heats which our dissensions have raised, that amidi 
the variety of sentiments which obtain amongst m 
we may yet keep the unity of the Spirit in the boa 
of peace : and evidence our relation to the Princ 
of peace, by following after those things that mak 
for peace. 

O Lord, rebuke the storms, which our unhallo^ 
ed passions have raised : say to the winds and to th 
waves, be still ; and they shall obey thee. O bei 
our breaches ; and give us peace with thee our Go^ 
as the foundation for a firm and lasting peace wiC 
each other. Let the uniting Spirit of Christ Jesu 
draw and knit us together m the blessed commu 
nion of thy saints ; and let us all, with one heai 
and one mind, exert ourselves to advance thy glor} 
and the public good, and the common salvation c 
all our souls, through thy rich mercy to us in ou 
blessed peaces-maker, Jesus Christ, ^men. 
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A PRAYER FOR THE QUEEN, AND ALL OUR RULERS 

AND MAGISTRATES. 

Almighty Lord, the high God, by whom sovereigns 
reign, and princes decree justice ! Thou puttest 
down one, and settest up another ; and there are no 
powers but of thee ; the powers that be, are or- 
dained of God. Thy word directs us to pray for 
the sovereign, and for all that are in authority. 
And both in duty and inclination I become a pe- 
titioner to thy neavenly Majesty for thy chosen 
servant queen Victoria^ and for all our governors 
both in church and state. Give thy judgements, 
O God, to the queen, that she may judge thy peo- 
ple righteously, and break in pieces their op- 
pressors. Give her the spirit of government, and 
make her wise as an angel of God, to discern be- 
tween good and evil ; a ruler after thine own heart, 
and a follower of wise and pious princes, in all 
things excellent and praise-worthy. O make her 
obement to thee : and make her subjects obedient 
to her, for thy sake. Bule her heart in thy fear 
and love, that she may rule her people to thy 
honour and glor^. In her days let the righteous 
flourish, and enjoy abundance of peace, with the 
liberty of thy gospel, and the free profession of thy 
true and holy religion. Protect her. Lord, that she 
may protect us. Bless her arms with good success 
and victory ; and her government with all happi- 
ness and prosperity. keep her as the apple of 
thine eye ; hide her under the shadow of thy wings ; 
that no mischief may befall her, nor any son of Be- 
lial come near to touch thine anointed, or to do her 
any harm. And may she long continue to rule and 
reign for thee in her earthly kingdom^ tilL «fckfc <y3«s»ss. 
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to live and reign with thee above in thy kingdom < 
glory. 

Give, Lord, unto all our rulers a mind and spii 
suitable to their situations. Make them a terr< 
only to evil-doers, and a praise to them that c 
well. that they may use for thee all the powt 
which they have received from thee, not bearix 
the sword in vain ; but curbing and suppressing a 
vice and ungodliness ; and defending and ei 
couraging whatever is holy, just, and good. < 
give them wisdom to imderstand, and hearts 1 
consider, and abilities to redress the grievances < 
thy people : that under their protection we ma 
lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all godliness an 
honesty. 

And grant, O Lord, that I, and all my felloe 
subjects, may submit to eyery ordinance of mai 
for thy sake; and in conscience towards Gtx 
yield obedience to the powers which thou hast oi 
dained. Let the fear of God teach us to honoi 
the queen ; and a sense of our duty to thee keep i 
within the bounds of our duty to them ; that "W 
may not bring an evil report upon our holy pre 
fession ; but put to silence the ignorance of foolis 
men, by well-doing. And may all rulers so rul< 
and subjects so obey ; and every one of us, froi 
the highest to the lowest, understand and seek eSU 
God (seeking thee, Loid, whilst thou mayest h 
found, and calling upon thee while thou art neai 
that thou mayest not root us out from being a pec 
pie (as we have justly merited) ; but be still oi; 
God, and do us good in the accustomed ways of tfa 
loving-kindness to us, through the Son of thy lov4 
our blessed Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Idmef 
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A PBATER FOK ALL OUR BlsnOPS, PA2(T0RJS, AN0 

MINISTERS. 

O Lord most high, thou glorious head of all the 
church ! who hast appomted various o£Sces in it 
for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the hody of Christ ; 
hless in an especial manner all those whom thou 
hast sent to bless the people in thy name : and 
make all our spiritual rathers careful and tender 
nursing fathers of thy church. Grant them know- 
ledge and grace, that they may order their conver- 
sation ari^t ; enable them to watch for souls, to 
feed the flock of God, and to take the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind : may they care for 
all committed to their charge, and give to every one 
his portion in due season : enable them rightly to 
divide thy word, and to speak it as they ought to 
speak, that they may be useftil in their veneration, 
and approve themselves to thee as wonunen that 
need not be ashamed. Make them skilM and faith- 
fUl in their sacred callings : and in all their endea- 
vours to promote the knowledge and love of thy 
truth, give them good success. And let both 
their example and their doctrine be such, as shall 
help to save themselves, and those ^at hear them. 
O that they may speak as the oracles of God, in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power : and that 
they may show themselves patterns of all the good 
things which they preach to others ; not prostituting 
their holy calling, to serve the interests and! lusts 
of men ; but conscientiously dischaiging it to the 
glory of their Lord ! Let them Xkft\. ^^ vcl «sS&l- 
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ness, nor handle the word of God deceit^lly ; bu 
by manifestation of the truth, may they commen 
themselves to every man's conscience, in the sigh 
of God. Let them be such ensamples to the flocb 
that having preached to others, they themselves ma 
not be cast-aways, but may experience the joy c 
that salvation which they preach : and when th 
chief Shepherd shall appear, may they be counte< 
worthy to receive the crown of glory that fadetl 
not away. 

Though the world hates, and the Devil oppose 
them ; and even many that should encoiirage thei 
labours, do but strive to weaken their hands, ant 
afflict their hearts ; O great and good Lord, do thoi 
show thine own strength, to accomplish thine owi 
work. Open a wide door to the gospel : and defea 
all opposition. Stop the mouths of false prophets 
and drive away ravenous wolves from the flock 
and give them faithful pastors after thine owi 
heart. And, Lord, crown the endeavours of th; 
messengers with thy heavenly blessing : that the] 
may be mighty through God, to pull down th^ 
strong holds of sin ; and to edify and build up th] 
church in the true fear and love of God, and in th^ 
right knowledge and faith of our Lord Jesus Christ 
And because wise men die, and cannot bequeatl 
their learning and talents imto others, do thou in 
terpose to supply the breaches made upon us bj 
their mortality. Bless both our universities, anc 
all the schools and seminaries of good learning, anc 
true religion in the land: that they may send forti 
men able and fit to serve thee in church and state 
who may successively do good in their gen^Brations 
and show thy people the way of happiness and sal 
vatJoD. Amen, 
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A PRAYER FOR A BLESSING UPON THE SOCIETIES 
CONFEDERATE TO PROMOTE REFORMATION OF 
MANNERS. 

O RIGHTEOUS Lord, thou lovest righteousness ; and 
thy countenance doth hehold the upright. Thou 
favourest them that espouse thy rignteous cause ; 
and wilt for ever glorify such as turn many to 
righteousness. Thou hast commanded us not only 
to he holy, and to walk circumspectly ourselves; 
hut also to show our concern for the souls of others. 
Thou hast appointed us to contend for thy most 
holy &ith ; yea, to contend also with the wicked, 
and not to suffer sin upon our brother. Thou hast 
enjoined us, at the peril of our own souls, to use 
our utmost endeavours to convert sinners from the 
error of their ways ; and to recover out of the 
snare of the Devil, those who have been taken cap- 
tive bv him at his will. 

Help, Lord; for the godly man ceaseth, and the 
faithM fail from among the children of men. 
Wherever we turn our eyes, how many are there 
who seek their own things, and how few who seek 
the things that are Jesus Christ's ! Arise, God, 
and plead thine own cause : and be with them that 
rise up against the evil-doers : and that strive by 
executing judgement, to stay the plague and wrath 
that are gone out from the* Lord against us. Plead 
their cause, O Lord, with them that strive with 
them, and stand up for their help; and stop the 
way against them that persecute tnem : and make 
them successM in promoting the honour of thy 
great name, and the interests of thy holy religion. 

that none of the correctors o£ o>i>cket:«^\Cks:^ ^^- 
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serve like censure themselves ! but that tb 
may be blameless and harmless, the sons c 
without rebuke in the midst of a crooked an( 
verse nation, among whom they should sh 
lights in the world. give them a tender 1 
the souls of men, a zeal according to know 
and prudence to walk in wisdom towards thei 
are without. And give them courage to endu 
contradiction of sinners : let them accotm* 
small thing to be judged of man^s judgement 
help diem in patience to possess their souls, i 
meekness to instruct those that oppose themt 
Make the weapons of ,their waifiire mighty th 
God, to the pulling down of strong holds. A 
speed them witii thy heavenly blessing, thai 
small soever tiieir ifeginning was, their lattc 
may greatly increase. O let them go forth j 
strength, and prevail and prosper, as the bles 
the I^rd. 

Though we live in an a^e when iniquity ab( 
and almost all abominations are shcunefully 
mitted, ^ret thou. Lord, who doest marvellous t 
canst bring light out of dailuiess; and whei 
pleasest, canst change the face of evil times, 
thou hast taught us to expect glorious things 
latter day, even such a holy and happy st 
things, as this wretched sinful world has nev 
enjoyed. 

O when shall it be. Lord, that judgement 
return imto righteousness, and that all the u 
in heart foUow U? O when shall the wickedn 
the wicked come to an end ; and profanenes 
lewdness, intemperafice and extravagance, I 
to cmiiusion ! when shall iniquity stop her n 
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and the righteous flourish, and Jerusalem be the 
joy and praise of the whole earth? 

The Lord hasten it in his time! In the mean 
while, spedk, O Lord, from heaven, and restrain 
the floods of ungodliness that have lifted up their 
voice and their waves ; and say to those proud wa- 
ters. Hitherto shall ye go, and no further. 

O cherish and prosper all good beginnings, and 
all hopeftd proceedings, for the furtherance of piety, 
and for the advancement of thy glory. Make ma- 
gistrates and ministers, and all onlers of men, vigi- 
lant in keeping their own hearts, and ordering their 
own conversation aright ; that they may more suc- 
cessfully promote the edification of their neighbours. 
Make them all to account it, not only their duty, 
but their honour and pleasure to advance this 
blessed work : make them to do it heartily, as to 
the Lord ; to the reforming of the world, and to 
the rejoicing of all that love our Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity. Amen, 



AN ADDITION IN TIME OF WAR. 

O Lord, the great and dreadful God ! against thee 
we have so greatly sinned, that thou mayest justly 
use our enemies as a scourge to correct us ; and if 
thou shouldst give us over to their power, it is meet 
that we should patiently bear thine indignation. 
But, however thou mayest be pleased to express 
thine anger against us, O let us not fall into their 
hands, whose very mercies are cruel. Arise, O 
God, let not man prevail, nor those that hate us, 
swallow us up : but scatter them by thy power, and 
bring them down, O Lord, our defead^i:. "tv^ss^ 

y3 
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that makest the wrath of man to praise thee, 
bring glory to thyself even from the fary of our 
enemies: yea, restrain the remainder of their 
wrath; and put a stop to the efiusion of blood; 
that wars may cease, and our land haye rest, and 
thy people be blest with peace. Onr eyes are upon 
thee, our great Saviour and mighty Deliverer, to 
give us help from trouble ; for vain is the help of 
man. In times of danger, O be thou our i^eld and 
buckler. And when our sins lay us open to the 
malice of enemies, gracious God, be thou our hi- 
ding-place, to preserve us from the judgements we 
deserve. O for thy truth's sake, for thy church's 
sake, for thy beloved Son, our blessed Saviour's 
sake, spare us, good Lord, and give us not up a 
reproach to our enemies ; nor let them ever have 
cause to rejoice in our ruin. 

O go forth with our armies, thou Almighty Lord 
of hosts ; and bless and prosper boUi our land and 
naval forces. And that we may not be in rebellion 
against heaven, while others are warring against us, 
O save us from oiir provoking sins ; and so direct 
our ways to please thee, that thou mayest make 
even our enemies to be at peace with us. Purge the 
camp of every cursed thing, which would incapa- 
citate them for standing before their enemies ; and 
turn them from all the provocations which weaken 
our hopes of receiving good by their hands. Cover 
thou their heads in the day of battle ; and preserve 
them in the time of danger. O let them be as the 
sun when it goeth forth in its strength : let them 
return with safety, honour, and victory ; and bless 
them, O God, with good success. O hear the 
prayers and cries of thy servants, who stand in the 
gap, interceding in the anguish of their soids for 



IN TIME OF COMMOTION. 237 

this sinful nation, which has so long abused ^y 
mercy : spare us, good Lord, and save us by the 
kind hand of thine omnipotence : let us be plucked 
as a brand out of the fire ; that we may see the 
good of thy chosen, and rejoice in the dladness of 
thy nation, and glory with thine inheritance: 
vouchsafe it to us, we beseech thee, according to 
the riches of thy grace and goodness in Christ Je- 
sus our Lord, •dmen. 



A PRAYSB IN PUBLIC COMMOTIONS AND 
DISTBACTIONS. 

Almighty Lord, the righteous God! thy judge- 
ments are in all the earth : and it is no wonder that 
^ a world which has so trampled on thy laws, should 
experience thy heavy displeasure. Behold, Lord, 
we hear of wars ana rumours of wars, and that the 
sword is making havoc among the nations. And 
though we havel^itherto been kept from such wast- 
ing calamities, as have swept away multitudes of 
our brethren ; yet thou, for our sins, hast now visit- 
ed the nation, and made it tremble. O heal the 
breaches of it, f(»r it shaketh. We have no sanc- 
tuary to flee unto, but that mercy of thine, which 
we have so often abused ; nor any help from trou- 
ble, but what we seek at thy hands, who, for our 
sins, art justly displeased. thou that waitest to 
be gracious, and whose mercy endureth for ever, 
have compassion on us and save us. Spare us, good 
Lord; spare thy people ; whom thou hast redeem- 
ed with thy precious blood, and distinguished with 
thy peculiar favour. Turn us again, O Lord God of 
hosts; cause thy face to shine ^ wjA ^^ ^oc!^^'«^ 
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saved. make a way for us to escape out oi 
fears and dangers, wherein our sins have in 
us ; that peace may be restored to us, and tl 
pel of peace be continued to us and our pof 
as Ions as the world endures. O that w 
learn nghteousness by thy judgements, ai 
dare to go on in our trespasses and reb 
against thee, when thou hast a controversy w 
and att making inquisition for blood ! but le 
turn to thee, in the way of our duty, tha 
mayest turn to us in a way of saving mercy, 
seeing that this is not our rest, and that litl 
alarms and commotions are to be expected 
timiultuous world, O that we may have ou 
continually lifted up to thee, from whom c 
our help ; and lay up our treasure in that ki] 
which cannot be moved! Make us to choos 
good part which shall not be taken away frc 
that so we may have comfort in our life, anc 
in our death, even the hope of that etem 
which is thy promise and gift, O blessed 
through Jesus Christ. Amen, 



IN TIME OF INFECTION. 

O Lord God, the giver of our health, wh 
the blessing that sweetens all the other bless: 
our lives ; it is only of thy mercy that we ha 
measure of health continued to us. And, 
just were it with thee, utterly to take away fi 
that health, which we have so greatly abuse 
forgetfolness of thee, and to wantonness { 
thee ! How justly mightest thou smite us wi 
most sharp and noisome diseases, and hurry 
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of the land of the living, hj signai and desolating 
judgeBaentfiJ Our flesh trembles fi)r fear of thee, 
and we are afiraid of thj joG^ments ; lest thou 
diouMeat pierce us with the arrows of the Almighty, 
and sweep us away with the besom of destruction. 
But, O thou hope of Israel, the Saciiour thereof in 
time of trottbte, regard not our ill deserts ; hut re- 
member thy own tender mercies, and gracious 
promises : and have pity on us ; and turn away 
this plague from us. Put a stop to the rami^ in- 
fection, and say to the destroying angel, it is 
enough ; that we may no longer be afraid of the 
terror by night, or of the arrow that flieth by day, 
or of the pestilence that walketh in darkness, or of 
the destruction Chat wasteth at nooo-day ; but may, 
with ^ase in our minds and sladness in our hearts, 
serve thee the onty true Gt]d, and devote to thee 
the life and health which thou hast spared. O hear 
^s in this hour of our necessity, and let our cry 
come unto thee, through the merits and interces- 
sion of thy dear Son, our most compassionate and 
prevailing Mediator, Jesus Chiist. Amen, 



FOB BAIN. 

We confess, O Loxd, that we have so gveatly abu- 
sed tibte comforts of thy 'good creatures, that thou 
mightest justly withdraw them from us, and make 
the heavens over us as brass, and the land itself to 
mourn, and aU that grows upon it to wither. But, 
O thou Father of mercies, who in judgement re- 
memberest mercy, consult not now -our merits, but 
thy own mercies. Thou that hast the bottles and 
treasures of heaven at thy cotnmaxA^Vs^ -^^"ww^'^sjw 
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to open the windows of heaven, and cause the rain 
to come down in its season ; making grass to grow 
for the cattle, and herbs and fruits for the service of 
men. And however thou art pleased to deal with 
us, O suppress all our repinings at any of thy dis- 
pensations ; and let them all be sanctified unto us ; 
that we may be prepared to receive the mercies 
which we want, or to wait thy time for them with 
meekness and resignation. We ask it for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Saviour, ^men. 



FOR FAIR WEATHER. 



Lord, if thou shouldst turn om: fruitful land into 
barrenness for the wickedness of them that dwell 
therein, thou wouldst be righteous ; and just would 
be thy judgements. We could not open our 
mouths to reply against thee, but must bear the 
indignation of the Lord which our sins have so 
much deserved. But, O Father of mercies, spare 
us and forgive us, for thy own mercy's sake, and 
put a stop to the calamity that threatens destruction 
to the work of thy hands. Let not the rain, which 
is thy blessing, be turned into a curse. Put a stop 
to the overflowing showers, which injure the fruits 
of the earth, and endanger the loss of our blessings. 
And as thou hast given us plenty, and caused our 
land to yield its increase, so give us (we pray thee) 
a seasonable time to gather in the fruits which thy 
bounty has provided for us ; that in the use of them, 
we may joyfully serve thee, and live to thy glory, 
as we do upon thy bounty. And when thy judge- 
ments are in the land, O that we who inhabit it, 
may learn righteousness! Not let qui concern be 
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SO great for our bodies, as for our souls : that how- 
ever we fare here, it may go well with us for ever. 
O let us not labour for the meat that perisheth, so 
much as for that which endures to everlasting life, 
which thou hast promised to give, and which above 
all we beg at thy hands, O Lord God our Father, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our only Saviour. 
Amen, 



IN TIME OF FAMINE. 



O Lord most high, the Creator of every comfort ! 
thou hast long dealt out thy blessings to us with a 
plentiful hand ; and we have freely enjoyed all the 
abundance of good things which thou hast heaped 
upon us. But when thou hast fed us to the Aill, 
how have we kicked against our blessed owner, and 
most bountiM benefactor ! how have we abused 
the provisions for our bodies in pampering the lusts 
that war against our souls ! Most righteous there- 
fore, we confess, would be thy judgements, O Lord, 
if thou shouldest stretch out upon us the line of 
concision, and the stones of emptiness ; and break 
the staff of our bread ; and curse us in all our store, 
and in all the endeavours of our hands to help 
ourselves. 

But, O thou blessed Father of mercies ! in mercy 
avert from us the hunger, and thirst, and nakedness 
and want of all things, ^hich is the due desert of 
our sins. Let not tne husbandman be ashamed, 
sowing much and gathering little : let not the land 
mourn, and all the inhabitants with the beasts of 
the field, and the fowls of heaven : but humble us, 
O Lord, for all our abuse of thy past mercies ; and 
deliver us from those sins whic\\ bacs^ \»s»!^ '^s^ss. 
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thy glory ; and enable us to walk before thee in such 
a hiunble, godly, cbcumspect manner, that thy 
name may be glorified in us, and that we may he 
glorified in and with thee for evermore, jimen. 



IN TIME OF ANT SORE AND GRIEVOUS CALAHITT. ' 

O MOST high and glorious Lord God, thou supreme 
Governor of the universe, how unsearchable are thy 
judgements, and thy ways past finding out ! Thy 
path is in the great deep, and thy footsteps are not 
known. Clouds and darkness are round about thee, 
yet righteousness and judgement are at all times the 
basis of thy throne. Thou canst never do injury to 
any ; but art righteous in all thy ways, and holy in 
all thy works. Who would not stand in awe of thy 
glorious majesty, O Lord ? Thou canst consume us 
by thine own immediate stroke, or arm any of thy 
creatures in heaven or earth against us. Thou canst 
make the vilest of them the executioners of thy just 
indignation; or tiun the very things wherein we 
have offended, into the instruments of our punish- 
ment. Thou canst plague us even in our comforts ; 
making the choicest blessings of our lives to become 
the heaviest of our crosses, and the keenest of our 
torments. Thou canst in a moment take away life 
from us, or make it less desirable to us than death 
itself. 

We fall down and kneel before the Lord our Ma- 
ker in humble submission to thy correction, ac- 
knowledging the heavy desert of our sins, and the 
perfect justice of thy judgements. Humble us, O 
good Lord, under thy hand: and forgive the in- 
iqiiities that have provoked thee so to stretch it out 
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against us. Thou that takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy upon us and turn us from our 
sins ; and deliver us from evil, and take away thy 
plagues from us. O let thy boundless compassion 
cover the multitude of our transgressions : remem- 
ber thy poor unworthy creatures in mercy : relieve 
and help us in our need and distress : and save and 
free us from our fears and dangers, and from our 
griefs and pressures : that we may comfortably 
spend our few remaining days, and glorify thy 
name for evermore, ^men. 



A PRATER FOR OUR BENEFACTOBS. 

I DESIRE with all thankfrdness to acknowledge thy 
loving-kindness, O Lord, my God ; that thou hast 
given me so many comforts, and raised me up so 
many friends and helps in tiie world. It is thou, 
Lord (who hast the hearts of all in thy hands), that 
tumest the hearts of any to show me &vour, and to 
do me good. They are but the instruments and 
means of conveyance ; but thou art the blessed au- 
thor and source of all the kindness. To thee, there- 
fore, where alone it is due, I give the glory, and 
offer the sacrifice of praise. But for them, whom 
thou hast enabled, and inclined to benefit me, I am 
bound in duty to offer up the sacrifice of my prayers. 
O be thou kind to them. Lord, as they have been 
kind to me : refresh their bowels, as tney have re- 
freshed mine ; and requite their love, and all their 
endearing offices of friendship, sevenfold into their 
bosoms. Make me studious ever to approve my- 
self grateful ; and ready to make all suitable returns 
in my power. And be thou pleoAfid^ Ci >^^'«af^ 
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God, to reward them in a better way than i can do, 
and to turn all the advantages I have received from 
them, to their own best and greatest advantage. 
And for all th^ goodness and their kind favours to 
me, give them, O Lord, not. onlj temporal, but 
spiritual blessings, and eveitasting consolations. 
O give them that unspeakably rich gift, the know- 
ledge of thy dear Son, and all the good things of 
thy Spirit that accompany salvation; yea, give Urem 
thine own self, O Lord (who art all in all) to be 
their blessed, their glorious portion lor evermore. 
jimen. 



A PRATER FOR OUR PIOUS FRIENDS. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord, for thy grace, discover- 
ed upon any of my friends, O how great is thy 
goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that 
fear thee, which thou hast wrought for them that 
trust in thee, before the sons of men 1 Save thy 
people, and bless thine inheritance: feed liiem 
also, and lift them up for ever. Let none that wait 
on thee, O Lord, be ashamed ; but let all that seek 
thee, rejoice and be glad in thee, and ever have 
cause to say, ihe Lord be magnified, who has plea- 
sure in the prosperity of his servants. O do good 
to them that are good ; and to them that are up- 
right in their heart And continue thy loving- 
kindness. Lord, to dl those who have chosen the 
better part, and who desire to know, and love Hiee 
more, and to serve and please thee better. O an- 
swer them in the wishes of their hearts, whose 
hearts thou knowest to be set upon the increase of 
tbjr grace, SLJod the peifecting of holiness in thy fear. 
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Lead them on from strength to strength, from one 
degree of saving knowledge and grace to another : 
till (from shining here as lights in the world) they 
come to shine as me stars, and as the brightness of the 
firmament, in the kingdom of their Father, for ever 
and ever. And while they are in the world, O do 
thou keep them, good Lord, from the evil of it ; 
and prosper all their endeavours to do good in it ; 
that all about them may be the better for them ; and 
that themselves, when come to the end of their 
pilgrimage here, may depart in peace, and hope, 
and joy; and find their grace exchanged for a 
crown of glory, that fadeth not away, ^men. 



A PRAYER FOR OUR FRIEND, WHOSE SOUL WE FEAR 
TO BE IN A DANGEROUS CONDITION. 

O Lord ! it was for a deep concern for the souls of 
men, that thy holy apostle declared, he had great 
heaviness and continual sorrow in his heart, and 
could wish himself accursed from Christ for his 
brethren, his kinsmen according to the flesh. Such 
a concern, though &r inferior in degree, I feel in 
myself, with reference to some of my relations; 

especially my poor friend , who seems to be 

even in the ^sdl of bitterness, and the bond of 
iniquity ; settmg himself in a way that is far from 
good : and lying under the most imminent danger 
of eternal misery. O what shall I do for him ? and 
how shall I apply myself to be helpful to him ? I 
would be taught of God : and I desire to learn wis- 
dom of thee, my Lord, and to be enabled by thy 
frace to use the methods and expedients that shall 
e most successful to work upoa b\\!D^,"«iA\si ^^Nsxssv 
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248 FOR A WICKED EBLATION. 

good. instruct me in the way that I shall take ; 
and assist and bless me in the means and endeavows 
I shall use, to attain this desirable end. 

Yea, thou great Almighty God, who workest all 
in all, and canst do whatever thou pleasest to en- 
lighten the darkest minds, to soften the hardest 
hearts, to conquer the most stubborn will, and to 
turn even the most hopeless sinners to thyself: O 
be thou pleased to show the almighlr efficacy of thy 
grace, in the case that is so deplorable, and so wor- 
thy of thyself to relieve. Be pleased, O Lord^ to 
break in power^ly upon him, and discover to him 
what is amiss with his soul; and make him to 
know in what an awful condition he stands. Open, 
Lord, his eyes, and renew his heart, and turn his 
course, and break the force of his temptations ; and 
make a way for him to escape out of the hands of 
his great adversary. Let his dead soul hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and live. Let him be 
awakened from his presumptuous security, and 
though far gone, be yet recovered. Let the lost 
sheep be brought home : yea, make him so to re- 
pent and be converted, that his sins may be blotted 
out, and his soul be thoroughly healed, and meiv 
cifully accepted, and eternally saved. 

O gracious God I thou hast no pleasxu'e in the 
death of the wicked, but art reconcileable, in the 
Son of thy love, to the very worst of thy enemies ; 
and not willing that any should perish. O what 
profit is there in his blood ! how shall the dead and 
damned praise thee ; Lord of all power and mercy, 
get thyself glory in his recovery. O speak thy 
word, and thy sinful creature shall Uve, and for ever 
bless thy name. Dear Father ; forgive him all the 
evjJ thoughts and devices of his heart, and all the 



FOR CUB CHILDREN. 249 

offensive wicked carriage of his life. Forgive him 
all his sins of omission and commission ; and hrme 
him at last with ftill purpose of heart to resig^n and 
devote himself to the Lord* And make him so 
diligent and conscientious in all the practices of 
piety, and charity, and sobriety, that he may ap- 
prove himself to be truly changed; and show m 
the whole of his conduct what manner of person he 
ought to be in all holy conversation and godliness. 
O grant him an inheritance among them that are 
sanctified, through faith in Christ Jesus : and send 
down that renewing grace into his heart, which may 
be there as a well of water, sprin^g up to ever** 
lasting life. Thus comfort' and rejoice me soul of 
thy servant, O Lord, who waits upon thee. Let 
me not implore thy help in vain: but hear my 
feeble intercessions for my poor perishing friend ; 
and grant him mercy for thine own mercy's sake, 
in the great lover and saviour of soids, who came 
to seek the lost, and to call sinners to repentance, 
even thy dearly beloved Son, our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. *4men. 



A PRAYER TOR OUR CHILDREN. 

Behold, O Lord, the children, which thou hast 
graciously vouchsafed to give me, I humbly dedi> 
cate and devote to thee. that they may know 
thee, and be owned by thee as thy children, every 
one of them, from the greatest to the least Pour 
out thy spirit upon my seed, and thy blessing upon 
my offspring. Make them, Lord, thy children, by 
adoption and spiritual regeneration. O take pos- 
session of their hearts ; and eivcviVi \3aR:«\.Tisy« ^^-^^^kv 
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in their early years, with thy heavenly grace, 
teach those whose office it is to instruct t 
how to guide them aright; that they ma; 
brought up in the nurture and admonition o: 
Lord, and trained up in the way that they si 
go. I have helped to bring them into the w 
children of wrath ; O that thou wouldest mak 
instrumental to bring them into thy churcl 
children of grace. Lord, have mercy upon t 
and speak life to their souls ; and whatsoever 
they want, O let them not want thy grace, an< 
portion of thy children. My God ! be thou a 
cious Father to them, and a merciful provide 
them in all estates and events of their lives, 
pose of them and whatever concerns them, in 
a manner, as may most tend to thy glory, ai 
their salvation. 

Shouldest thou see fit to take them from h 
before me, O prepare them for thy presence ; 
make me willing to resign them to thee. Or if 
remove me from them, O my Lord, take then 
and be thou a Father to them, when I am gone 
keep them from the evil of this world ; and 
duct them through it in safety to a better. ' 
thou care even of their temporal concerns, 
choose their inheritance for them ; and let all j 
things be added unto them in this present life : 
especially, O my God, take care of their souls ; 
give them the blessed treasure in heaven ; 
when they shall be deprived of all things hen 
low, they may be taken into thy glorious king 
above ; there to live with thee, and all the hea\ 
host, world without end. Amen, 



& PIlftTKB FOU OUR PAItEKTS. 

LoxD.GoD, nj heareidy Father, I here proa- 
trate myielf b«£>re thee, to beg thy blessing, pace, 
and mercy, upon my eoitfaly parents. Cstst them 
not away in the time of their old age, forsake them 
not when tbeii strength fiuls diem ; but have com- 
passion. Lord, on their infirmities, and help them 
in all their (veakness. O remember not against 
them any of their fi>rmer iniquities ; but according 
to thy mercy remember them, for thy goodness' 
sake in Christ Jesus. O that the true wisdom may 
be in them, and abundant grace upon them ; that 
their hoary heads may be &uad iu the way of righ- 
teousness, and their souls b« ever predons in thy 
sight. Let goodness and mercy follow them all the 
days of their Ufe. Let their last days be their beat 
days ; and the longer thsr live in this world, make 
them the fitter to cUe, and to dwell with thy blessed 
self, in life everlasting. O be thou their guide un- 
til death, and in death their aupport and comfort ; 
and, when heart and flesh, and all here shall fail 
them, do thou never fail them; hut be the 
strength of their hearts, and their portion for ever- 
more, ^meu. 



APKATZB POS OUR XHSUIBS. 

O Loud of Lore, and Frinoe of Peace, vrho hast 
told us, that thou camest to send a sword and fire 
upon earth, and that through much tribulation we 
mxiat enter into thy kingdom ; what am I, vile sin- 
ful creature, that I should hope to be exempted 
from the common portion of allttv^ fo\tfj'»«i*'V ^X^^- 
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have raised up enemies to myself bj mj own mis- 
conduct, Lord, incline and enable me to appease 
and gain them : and so direct my ways to please 
thee, that my enemies may be constrained to be a1 
peace with me. As for such as are my enemies 
wrongfully, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge : 
but forgive them ; and open their eyes ; and paciQ 
their minds ; and turn their hearts, that they maj 
see their error; and, being first reconciled untc 
thee, may learn to dwell with their brethren in 
unity and godly love. If, while I study, as mucli 
as lieth in me, to live peaceably with them, thej 
still render evil for good, enable me to requite then 
with nothing but good ; and evermore to love m^ 
enemies, according to thy command, and according 
to that example which thou hast showed us in dy< 
ing for thine enemies. Let me in all that I sufie 
from them, consider them as thy rod, and the stai 
of thine indignation : that instead of striving t 
avenge myself, I may humbly submit to thy father 
corrections. 

O good Lord! mortify in all of us the can 
mind, that is enmity against God, and those lu 
that war in our members, from whence come w 
and fightings amongst us. Turn all our enn 
against the common enemies of our souls, i 
unite all our hearts to thee, in thy true fear 
love ; that we may not meditate revenge, but s 
to be quiet ; nor foment and pursue our qua] 
but foUow after the things that make for p 
and with one mind, and one mouth, glonf 
God, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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A PRAYEK FOR THS UNCONVERTED. 

O Lord God, gracious and merciful ! thou art good 
to all; and thy tender mercies are over all thy 
works. And thou hast assured us, that thou hast 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked ; but that he 
should turn from his way and live. Yea, thou that 
didst convert Zaccheus the publican, and Saul the 
persecutor, hast power over all hearts to fashion 
them as thou wilt ; and canst, even out of stones, 
raise up children to Abraham ! and make eminent 
saints out of the very vilest sijiners. O Father of 
mercies ! have pity on those who have no pity on 
themselves; open their eyes, to see the error of 
their ways and the danger of their state. Soften 
their hearts into a penitent concernment for their 
sins ; and awaken them to a timely care for their 
souls. O let thy Spirit convince them what is the 
wa^es of sin, and how dreadftil is the portion of un- 
godly men : and [make them to know where their 
help lies, and what they must do to be saved. And 
the Lord make them faithftil to their convictions ; 
that they may not hold the truth in unrighteous- 
ness, but may auickly do what they are convinced 
is necessary to oe done for their souls before it be 
too late. 

O merciful God ! give to such as have opposed 
themselves, repentance to the acknowledgement of 
the truth ; and recover out of the snare of the de- 
vil, those who have been taken captive by him at 
his will. Let thy mercy be glorified in their con- 
version and salvation, and not thy justice in their 
abandonment and destruction. 

Behold, O Lord, how many tViex^ «t^, ^'^^ ^^'^^ 
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tradict and blaspheme thy truth, and hate an' 
abuse the followers of Jesus, and not only resist th 
means used for their salvation, but turn again ani 
rend thy servants, who seek their wel&ure ; O Gro^ 
our heavenly Father, foreive them ; for they kiK)i 
not what they do. Let uem no longer stumble a 
thy word ; but do thou stop and turn them,, as tho^ 
didst the persecuting Saul, when he was mad agains 
the saints, and verily thought with himself^ that h 
ought to do many tilings contrary to the name c 
Jesus. Put them in fear, O Lord, that thev ma 
know themselves to be but chaff and stubble befor 
thee, who art a consuming fire. And bring dow: 
their high looks, subdue their stiff necks, and brea 
their hardened hearts, that they may submit them 
selves to thee,, before thou hast sworn, that the 
shall never enter into thy rest. 

And such as think they are rich, and increase 
with goods, and have need of nothing, and kno^ 
not that they are \iTetched, and miserable, an 
poor, and blind, and naked, O Lord, discover thei 
to themselves, and show them the perilous cond 
tion of their souls : that they mav be truly pen: 
tent for their sins, and thoroughly concerned t 
flee from the wrath to come. 

Such as are ignorant and out of the way, and i 
do good unto their souls have no knowledge, Lon 
have compassion on them : and call them out < 
darkness, mto thy marvellous light ; that they ma 
not perish for lack of knowledge. O let them I 
taught of God to know thee and themselves^ an 
the things belonging to their peace, before they I 
hid from their eyes. O thou that commandest tl 
light to shine out of darkness, be pleased to shix 
j'nto their hearts : show them thy ways, and \ei 
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them in thy truth ; that they may not be unwise, 
but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

Such as are in pernicious errors, and damnable 
heresies, departed from the faith once delivered to 
the saints ; having their minds corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ ; perverting the truth, 
as it is in Jesus ; and not only swerving from the 
pure doctrine of the gospel themselves, but also 
lying in wait to seduce and deceive others; O 
Father of lights, take away the veil which is upon 
their hearts ; that they may see wherein they have 
erred, and come to receive the truth in the love of 
it, and earnestly contend for the faith, which they 
once destroyed. 

The prosperous worldlings and secure sinners, 
who are setUed upon their lees, and at ease in their 
possessions, and admire and dote upon their world- 
ly good, as if it were the chief and only good, ap- 
plauding themselves in their portion that mey have 
in this life, as if they had no need of God, or of 
heaven ; O dear Father ; show them how base is 
their choice, so to go a whoring from the Lord: 
and how sandy the foundation, on which at pre- 
sent they stand. O make them to know, that 
the friendship of the world is enmity with God; 
and that all this world can never either satisfy 
the desire, or compensate for the loss of an immor- ' 
tal soul. Yea, open their eyes, O Lord, to see, how 
the fashion of this world passeth away ; and how 
soon all that, wherein they trust and delight, will 
be utterly gone, as if it had never been. Show 
them what multitudes, by forsaking God and cleav- 
ing unto mammon, miscarry and are lost for ever ; 
drowned in that destruction and perdition, from 
whence there is no redemptiou. "D\ftCQ\«t 'va "^^o^ 

A a 
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whatever may damp their ardour in the pursuit i 
this world; that they may learn to flee from il 
snares, as for the life of their souls ; and so lea\ 
all for Christ, that they may not be condemne 
with the world, but be saved in the great day of tfa 
Lord Jesus. 

And such as are loose and pro&ne, and scan 
dalous in their lives, rebelling against heaven, an 
committing all imcleanness with greediness,, scofi 
ing at the followers of Jesus, and deriding all ths 
is serious and holy, reding to be ashamed, an< 
hating to be reformed (how dangerous and desperat 
soever their case may be ;) O Lord our Grod, intei 
pose with thine almighty power to rescue thei 
from destruction, and to pluck them as brands on 
of the fire. They are not past thy help and cure 
for thou callest those things that are not, as if the 
were : and canst change the leopard's spots, and th 
Ethiopian's skin ; and canst bring, not only some 
thing out of nothing, but the greatest good even ov 
of the worst evil. O ! where sin has abounded, k 
thy grace much more abound. Lord God .^migb 
ty, make bare thine arm, and let signs and woudei 
be done in the name of thy holy chud, Jesus. Wor 
effectually we pray thee, to heal the diseases of tli^i 
souls ; make them sensible of their guilt and mia 
ery ; that, as prodigals coming to themselves, the 
may arise, and go to their FaSier, and, from beinj 
dead, become alive again ; from being lost, may b 
found. O make them yet to turn so tharoughl; 
from their evil ways, that they may come to see th 
beauties of holiness, and delight to do thy blesset 
will, O God, and obtain an inheritance among tfaei 
that are sanctified, through faith in Christ Jesufl 
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A PRAYSR FOR INSSHSIBXB S1KNSR8. 

LoBD, the great Almigiity God, who quickeiaest 
the dead, and callest those things that are not^ as if 
they were ! there is nothing imposjsiUe with thee : 
hut the things that resist aU the skill and power of 
man, are (with the greatest j&dlity) hroi^t to pass 
hj Ihine ahiiighty arm. Thou, the living God, 
canst speak life to souls that are dead in trespasses 
and sins ; and canst make even such as lie in the 
grave of their hahitual corruptions, to hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and live. It is the great 
work of thy eternal Spirit, O Lord, to convince the 
world of sin; and to nu^e inconsiderate careless 
sinners to know themselves, and be concerned as 
they ought, about the welfare of tiieir souls. O 
that these poor insensible creatures, who have sin- 
ned, till their consciences are seared and past feeli^, 
may find mercy from the Lord, and may yet come 
to feel in themselves the irresistible power of thy 
grace 1 O that thou wouldest open then: eyes to see 
their case ; and soften their hearts, to bewail their 
sins ; and turn their course, that they may flee from 
the wrath to come ! Blessed Lord, awaken them 
with thy terrors, before they be overtaken by thy 
judgements ! O break in upon their souls by thy 
mighty convictions, to bring them into bitterness 
for their sins: and let thy quick and powerful 
word pierce their hearts, to make them inquire in 
earnest, what they must do to be saved. 

O that they did but apprehend their case, and 
know theit Imisgressions i that, instead of con^ 
tinuing imconcemed (as if nothing were amiss with 
them) and indulging themselves m \\ft^3sa3««k V^'^ 



258 FOR SUCH AS DESIRE OUR PRAYERS. 

they were in the happiest condition) they were 
struck down into the deepest heaviness and con- 
sternation, refusing to be comforted ! O that they 
might go mourning all the day long, yea, even roar 
for the disquietness of their hearts ! O God of all 
grace ! be thou pleased in mercy to show such 
seeming severity ; to write bitter things against 
them, and make them confess their former iniqui- 
ties : make them to feel now the weight of all their 
sins, that they may not feel it etemdly, when past 
a remedy. Direct and empower thy messengers, 
Lord, to speak to the cbnviction of their minds : 
enable them to cry aloud, and not spare, and to 
show thy rebellious creatures their transgressions 
and their sins. Yea, make thy word in the mouth 
of thy servants as fire, to enflame and rouse the con- 
sciences of such drowsy sinners, that they may 
come to perceive what a lost condition they are in ; 
and be restless in themselves, till, coming unto 
Christ, they find rest unto their souls. O thou 
almighty God ! do marvellous things, worthy of 
thyself, in taking away that which blinds the minds, 
and hardens the hearts of such stupid creatures ; 
and bring them out of the worst lethargy and dead- 
ness; that they may understand themselves, and 
seek after God, and follow the things which make 
for their peace, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
%dmen. 



A PRAYER FOR ALL THAT DESIRE OUR PRATERS. 

O Lord God of the spirits of all flesh ! thy Woid 

requires us to pray for others, as well as for our- 

selves ; and to call upon thee as our common Fa- 
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ther in Christ Jesus. And though I am unworthy 
to address thy heavenly Majesty either for myself 
or others, yet, in the hope of thy mercy, and under a 
sense of my duty, I take upon me to become a 
humble petitioner to thee, my Lord, m behalf of 
all such as desire to be partakers of my prayers. 
that all of them might share in thy rich mercies, 
according to their several wants and necessities I 
They are known to thee by name ; O let them be 
known of thee in the number of thy children. Thou 
knowest what they most need and diiefly desire : 
O thou gracious Giver of all good, answer them in 
the desires of theur hearts, as far as they desire the 
things that are right and good. And, where they 
desire what is unfitting and hurtful, convince them 
of their error, that they may not persist in it : and, 
where they see not the things of their peace, or are 
indifferent towards that which is most for their good, 
O Lord, show them the saving way, and grant them 
an unfeigned love for it, and true zeal to follow it. 
Bless them, gracious Father, with so much of the 
world's good, as thou knowest to be good for them : 
but especially remember them with the favour 
which thou bearest to thy people. Instruct theiii) 
Lord, in the knowledge of thy will; and show 
them what they must do to be saved. And make 
them faithM to practise according to the light 
which thou art pleased to give them : yea, incline 
their hearts to take pleasure in the performance of 
their duty. Bless mem, O God of all grace, with 
that favour of thine, in which is life, and with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly things in Christ Je- 
sus. Amenr 



A a3 
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A PRATER FOR A WOMAN IN TRAVAIL. 

O Almighty Lord God, who bringest to the birtli 
and givest strength to bring forth ; show fevour wc 
beseech thee, to thy servant, in the time of hei 
need and distress ; and be not far from her, wher 
trouble is nigh to her, and lies sore and heavy upoi 
her ; but let her experience thy help, at hand, ac- 
cording to the necessity of her case. O mitigate 
her pangs, and support her under the pain anc 
pressure that are so grievous to be borne. Anc 
grant her, Lord, a timely, safe, and happy deliver 
ance ; and let her see the fruit of her womb, witl 
such comfort and joy, as may make her forget he 
past anguish, and with a truly thankful heart giv< 
glory to thee for all the rich mercies vouchsafec 
unto her. But if, in thine unsearchable wisdom 
thou hast ordained otherwise, and hast decreed tha 
the event should not correspond with the desire 
which we have presumed to express before thee ; i 
thou hast willed that this expected birth shoul< 
prove an occasion of thine handmaid's death ; ( 
hear us, good Lord, (we most earnestly beseecl 
thee) for her precious soul. Let that be safe i 
thy blessed hands : let it be fitted for its appeal 
ance before thy tribunal: and let her expenenc 
that best of all deliverances, a deliverance from aJ 
sin and misery, into tlie perfection of holiness, an 
the fulness of joy ; there to live in thy love, and t 
sing thy praise for evermore. Amen, 
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A PRATER FOR A SICK CHILD. 

O God of the spirits of all flesh, the only giver and 
preserver of life; the smallest, as well as the 
greatest, are thy work, and thy care : though thou 
art so great, yet thou despisest not any. O dear 
Lord, let thy thoughts be full of pity and tender 
mercy to this poor sick child, for whose affliction 
we are now concerned; and send him that relief 
and comfort from above which none of us are able 
to give. Either lighten the load, or increase the 
strength to bear it ; and deal gently and graciously 
with him, good Lord, beyond what we are worthy 
to ask at thyhands, even for thy own goodness and 
mercy's sake. Spare him, O Father of mercies, 
and grant him ease and release from his trou- 
ble : yea, make haste to deliver him, we beseech 
thee : and, in submission to thy will, we beg the 
recovery of his health, and the continuance of his 
life, that he may do thee service, and bring thee 
glory, in this present world. But, forasmuch as 
children are shapen in iniquity, and conceived in 
sin, and are therefore subject to death (which 
reigns even over them that have not sinned after 
the similitude of Adam's transgression ;) if thou art 
pleased. Lord, to take him away thus early, O let it 
be in mercy : and prepare him for thyself; that it 
may be to him the greatest gain to die : that he 
may not only be delivered from the miseries and 
dangers of this world, and of that which is to come, 
but by the quickest improvement, may be perfected 
in knowledge and grace ; and be made ripe and ready 
for heaven and eternal glory. Hear us, O merciful 
God and Father, through the merlU «xA\£kftftJi2a5ciss«c 
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of thy beloved Son, our compassionate Savioi 
l' > who in infinite condescension, embraced and blesi 

young children; and who ever lives at thy ri| 
hand to intercede for young and old ; the only p 
vailing advocate for us all. And to thy mercy 
him, most gracious God, we commend this affli 
ed child, beseeching thee to deal well by him, a 
be good and kind to him ; and out of the riches 
thy grace, provide for him as thou seest best, 
life and death, and for evermore, •^nien. 



A PRATER FOR THE HELAMCHOLT AND DEJECTED 

O MOST good and gracious Lord ! thou knowest c 
frame, and art a God full of compassion, ready 
all times to pity and relieve thy servants under 
their troubles. Look down, we humbly pray th< 
with thy wonted pity, and remember, m tenc 
mercy, our disconsolate friend, who is even distra^ 
ed in suffering thy terrors. Behold, thy wrath I 
hard upon him, and all thy waves and billows i 
gone over him ; so that his mind is grievously c 
pressed, and he is altogether unfitted for the regu 
and comfortable discharge of his duty. O thou tl 
speakest to the winds and waves and they ob 
thee, compose and settle his troubled breast ; spe 
peace to his soul, that it may no longer be so d 
quieted within him ; and give him comfort and ] 
pose under a sense of thy pardoning love. Loi 
help his unbehef, and increase his faith, that he m 
not be faithless but believing. Though he nc 
walks in darkness and has no hght, let him trust 
the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God. A: 
in the multitude of the thoughts and sorrows tl 
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he has in his heart, O let thy comforts come in to 
refresh his soul. Be thou pleased, Lord, to ease 
him of the load that hes upon his spirit : and cause 
the heams of thy heavenly light to scatter all the 
clouds and darkness in wmch his mind is involved. 
O direct to the means most proper for his help : and 
so bless and prosper them, that they may be effica- 
cious to promote his recovery, and to raise him &om 
this low estate. Incline his ears to wholesome 
counsels ; and fashion his heart to receive due im- 
pressions. O gracious Father ! pity his frailties and 
forgive his sins : and heal him, Lord, both in soul 
and body; and so rebuke his disorder, that his 
spirits may revive, and his soul return unto its rest. 
O raise him up, and make him whole : yea, make 
haste, O Lord, to deliver him ; even for thy own 
mercy's sake in Jesus Christ, our blessed Saviour 
and Redeemer. Amen. 



A PRATER FOR THE TROUBLED SOUL. 

O God of the spirits of all flesh ! thou knowest the 
grievous torment of a wounded spirit; and hast 
promised not to break the bruised reed, or quench 
the smoking flax : have pity, therefore, upon thy 
disconsolate servant, whose spirit is sore broken, 
and overwhelmed within him ; reheve and heal him, 
O thou gracious God ; comfort him with thy peace, 
and show unto his soul, that thou hast thoughts of 
love and mercy towards him. O blessed Jesus, who 
callest to thee the labouring and heavy laden sin- 
ners, and promisest them rest for their souls, give 
some glimpse of thy mercy, some faith in thy 
promises^ to this poor troubled aovxV^ VJaaX. Sa ^'^ ^^^^ 
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down with a sense of his sin, and with a fear of 
wrath. The sacrifices of God are a brc^en spii 
a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
despise. O hide not thy face from thj serva 
nor cast him away from thy presence in cQspleasu 
but speak peace to him, and cause thy grace 
shine upon him. 

' O GxkL of consolation^ be thou pleased to ch 
him up with the hope of pardon and acceptai 
with thee ! give him a comfortable affiance in tb 
give him the witness of thy Spirit with his spirit 
persuade him, that he is thy child, whom tl 
lovest, though thou chastenest, and whom by ' 
terrors thou art preparing for thy consolations, 
that he may see love in the rod, and take it as 
chastisement of a kind father, and not the v 
geance of an incensed judge ; and that he may f 
this humiliation working for his everlasting nap 
ness ! Let him find that they who mourn are blc 
ed, and shall be comforted ; and that all who s 
in tears shall reap in joy. O that his sorrow n 
be the godly sorrow, which works repentance, : 
to be repented of ! Let it, we pray thee, have 1 
happy issue, and end in unspeakable and glorii 
joy. Let him not sorrow as one without hope : 
him see that trouble for sin is a preservative fr 
hell ; and that thousands who are now in glc 
went this very way to heaven, working out tl 
salvation with fear and trembling; and ^roan 
under the burden of sin here, that they might : 
lie under it for ever. Let him, in the view of 
dealings with others, learn to commit himself 
thee ; and when he walketh in darkness, and h 
no light, let him trust in the name of the Lord, \ 
stay upon hia God. 
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O Lord, rebuke faim not in thy anger, neither 
chasteoi him in thy sore displeasure; but return 
and set him free from the heavy pressmre now upon 
him. Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver him ; Lord, 
make haste to help him. Quicken him for thy 
name's sake; and for thy righteousness' sake,, 
bring his soul out of trouble. Phou hast showed 
him great and sore troubles: be thou pleased to 
revive him again, that he may rejoice in thee. 
Show him thy mercy, O Lord, and grant him thy 
salvation : O refresh him early with thy mercy, that 
he may be glad and rejoice in thee, all his days. 
Let him see that thou considerest his trouble, and 
knowest his soul in adversity ; so shall thy name 
have the gloiy, and his sool the comfort of thy sea- 
scmabk relief; nor shall he ever cease to praise thee 
for thy sweet abundant mercies to him in thy Son,. 
Jesus Christ* •dmen^ 



A PRAYEn FOR THE LUNATIC AND DISTRACTEI). 

O Lord, the only wise God, thou givest under- 
standing, and takest it away as thou pleasest ; and 
thou art holy and righteous in all that thou ever 
doest. Though the reason and meaning of thy 
works is in many instances unknown to us, yet thou 
knowest well what thou hast to do ; and we must 
be dumb, and not open our mouths, assured that it 
is thy doing. The stroke which thou hast laid upon 
thy poor creature, would be just, if inflicted upon 
any of us ; and we must acknowledge it as owing 
to thy mercy alone, that we are not all reduced to 
similar or greater misery. But, O mercifrd Father^ 
sufier us to address thee in 1a\% Ab^^m^S., «s^ ^^ "^^ss^.- 
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f ■ , 

. plore thy mercy for him in this his pitiable con 

|i;i tion. Thou madest him out of nothing; i 

gavest to him that measure of sense and discreti< 

I which he once enjoyed : thou canst with equal e 

renew him in the spirit of his mind, and restore 

him the faculties which are now so awftilly impair 

O dispel the clouds in which now his soul 
wrapped up; that he may come to himself, s 
exercise a sound understanding, and seek the thii 
belonging to his peace. Have pity on him, O Lo 
we beseech thee, and impute not unto him £ 
thing that is now said or done amiss by him ; I 
in mercy pass it by, as if it had not been said 
done at all. 

O that thou wouldst direct to some means for 
recovery, and make him tractable in the use 
remedies, and willing to comply with the advice 
his friejids, till he shall be in a capacity to thi 
and act for himself. And where no means ^ 
^ effect a cure, do thou (who never art at a loss, 1 

knowest how to deliver out of the most desper 
condition) reveal thine arm and bring salvatj 
from above. Do a work that shall be worthy 
thy glorious Majesty ; and command such a < 
' liverance, as nothing, but the knowledge of th 

infinite power and imbounded mercy, could w 
rant us to hope for. Interpose for us, O Lord < 
God, in this great extremity ; and we will for e 
glorify thy name for this, and all other thy mere 
to us in Jesus Christ. Amen, 
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A PRATER FOR ONE THAT IS STUPIFIED OR 
LIGHT-HEADED. 

O THOU great Maker and Preserver of men, who 
knowest how soon our senses may fail us, and our 
understanding depart from us; and to what ac- 
cidents, distempers, and decays our weak nature is 
liable, even such as may make the most acute and 
judicious to become as a child or idiot, and turn all 
our wisdom and ingenuity into folly or frenzy ; we 
are every one of us in thy hands, O Lord, to be 
used as thou wilt ; to have our speech and sense, 
yea, our very breath and life, taJ^en away, when 
thou pleasest. Thou art righteous in all that comes 
upon us ; and who shall say imto thee. What doest 
thou ? Yet, even in chastising and correcting, thou 
dost not forget thy mercy and compassion; but 
biddest us to call upon thee in our troubles ; and 
art still attentive to the pr&yers of thy servants; 
yea, waitest to be gracious, and wilt not let them 
seek thy face in vain. Hear us, O Father of mer- 
cies, we beseech thee : and let thy mercy now be 
showed to thy poor weak distempered servant, ac- 
cording to the exigence of his case, in this time of 
his need. Thou, O God, who hast created men's 
faculties, canst as easily restore them, and give 
light and imderstanding to the simple ; and supply 
and rectify every thing that is defective and amiss. 
O that thou wouldst be pleased graciously and 
powerfully to interpose in the present case ! Hepair 
the breaches made upon thy servant ; and give him 
sense and apprehension sufficient to discern the 
state of his soul, and to see the things belonging to 
his peace. 

Bb 
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Thou, Lord Almighty (who didst coi 
light to shine out of darkness, and ofte 
order and beauty even out of con^io 
formity) thou canst lighten the darkest 
regulate the wildest imagination; yea, 
speak inunediately to the heart, and cai 
all suitable relief, where all avenues of 
are shut against us. O God of all powei 
wilt thou speak to the soul of thy servant 
may observe thy voice : and seize thi 
jewel for thine own, that it may be Si 
hands. Lord, help and assist him, whe 
not ; and accompUsh in him the great \i 
grace, which is necessary for his everlas 
tion. O have pity upon his infirmitic 
merciM to his mistakes and failings, ] 
and follies. Give him, gracious God, 
penitent heart, and a believing, willing ] 
then accept him in thy beloved Son, a< 
what he hath : and, of thy rich grace, g 
entrance into thine everlasting kingdom 
may see light in thy light, and joyftill^ 
praise and glory to all eternity. Be g 
good Lord, and indulgent to him : and 
thou knowest to be needM and goo( 
through the merits of thy dear Son, w 
part of our flesh and blood, that he migh' 
ed with the feeling of ova infirmities. . 
mercy, in that our merciful and faithful B 
we commit this infirm member of his mys 
beseeching thee, O blessed Lord our Gc 
thyself unto him a compassionate and 
1 ther, in the same Jesus Christ our on] 
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• A PBAYER FOR A BLIND MAN. 

Lord our God, thou art light, and in thee is no 
darkness at all. Thou hast created the light, and 
the sun : and givest hoth the power of seeing, and 
objects to be seen. It is a pleasant thing to behold 
the light: but of that sweet benefit thou hast 
thought fit to deprive thy servant. O blessed be 
thy name, even when thou takest away, as well as 
when thou givest : for thou art wise and just and 
good in all. Every thing that happens to us is of 
thine appointment, O Loid, who hast made us, and 
mayest do what thou wilt with thy own. There 
is no unrighteousness with thee: but whatever 
thou doest, is meet and right to be done. And 
though thy providential ways are in the great deep, 
and my footsteps are often hid from our view (even 
as thy visible works are from the sight of thy ser- 
vant) yet. Lord, thou art gracious in all that thou 
bringest upon us ; and canst bring the greatest 
good, even out of the worst evil mat befalls us. 
And one glimpse of thee by faith will be infinitely 
better to thy servants than their eyes, and all the 
things that ever eyes beheld. 

Thy servant here desires with meekness and pa- 
tience, to submit to thy heavy stroke ; and con- 
fesses, that thou art just, in quenching that light 
of his eyes, which he did not use, as he ought to 
thy glory. 

But wilt thou, O gracious Lord, in judgement 
remember mercy : and bless to him this deep afflic- 
tion ; that it may promote his repentance and peace 
with Grod ; and may cut off all those occasions oC 
stumbling and felling, which o\it \i«i^^ ^s.'^pX ^«^ 
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Lord, all his desire is before thee, and his groaning 
is not hid from thee. O regard his affliction when 
thou hearest his cry : and enter not into judgement 
with him, according to his desert ; but, according 
to thy mercy remember thou him, for thy gooduesr 
sake in Christ Jesus. O gracious Father, sanctify 
to him what thou hast laid upon him : that the pre- 
sent sore evil may have a comfortable issue, and 
work for his spiritual and eternal good. Lord of all 
power and might, support and bear him up under 
it ; and bring him safely and happily out of it, to 
the rejoicing of thy servant, and to the glory of thy 
name. And however thou shalt deal wiUi him, O 
good Lord, suppress every murmuring or repining 
thought that may arise in his mind : and let him 
never so sin, as to charge God foolishly ; make him 
to see that thou doest nothing but what is most 
righteous and fit to be done : yea, nothing but what 
thy servant himself shall see cause to bless thee 
for at a future period. Teach and help him to glo- 
rify thee in the time of his visitation : teach him to 
honour thee by an htunble submission to thy will, a 
patient abiding of thy rod, and a faithful reforma- 
tion of his heart and life : that so thou mayest re- 
turn to him with the visitations of thy love, and 
show him the joy of thy salvation, for thy own 
mercy's sake in Christ Jesus. Amen, 



A PRATER UNDER LINGERING SICKNESS. 

O GOOD God, thou hast long kept thy servant under 
thy chastening hand; thou hast made him ac« 
quainted with grief, and his sickness is become even 
as his fainiUar companion. 
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Yet, blessed Lord, giant that we may not 
think it long to wait thy leisure, when thou art 
pleased to wait so long for the return of sinners ; 
and art ever pitiful, and of tender mercy ; having 
the kindest intentions even in thy bitterest dispen- 
aationa. Teach him, gracious Father, to see love, 
as well as justice, in all thy dealings : that he may 
humble hiniself wider thy mighty hand, and con- 
fess that it is good for him to be afflicted. Con- 
vince him, O Lord, that whom thou lovest thou 
chastenest, and scourgest every son whom thou re- 
ceivest: and enable him patiently to' wait for thee, 
in an assured expectation that he shall one day see 
cause to number lua afflictiona amongst his richest 
mercies. 

Blessed be thy name, Father of mercies, that 
thou dost not pour out all thy wrath, but in judge- 
ment rememberest mercy ; we bless thee for giving 
him some ease and relaxation from torturing 
pains : and for mingling many sweet ingredients 
with this bitter cup. O make him so sensible of 
thy kindness and love, that he may be not only 
contented, but thank&l under thy hand. 

Yet, that his faith nm not fail, nor his patience 
be wearied out, return, O Lord of love, at the last, 
and give thy servant a discharge from this warfare ; 
and say to the affliction, It is enough. Make him 
glad, accordingto the time wherein thou hast afflict- 
ed him, and wherein he has aufiered adversity. 
And till thou hast been pleased to remember him in 
such mercy, O grant that he may neither despise 
thy chastening, nor faint under thy rebukes ; but 
take all as he ought ; employing the time which 
thou lendest, and improvug the affliction which 
thou continuest, as a gracious o^ipottoo^'iS.w.Vifc 
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soul's advantage. Under the decays of hi 
man, let his inner man be renewed day b 
t \ and let all that is wanting in his spiritual c( 

be filled up ; and whatever pertains to his e' 
ing salvation be promoted and perfected throi 
riches of thy grace and the multitude of tl 
cies in Jesus Christ, jlnien. 
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A PRAYER UNDER DANGEROUS SICKNESS 



O Lord God Almighty, and ever blessi 
whom we ever live, and move, and are ! 
knowledge it to be of thy mercies that we 
consumed, even because thy compassions f 
I j 1 If thou hadst long since cut Us off in our si 

'■- • ■ shut us up under final despair of mercy, y< 

; j ! teous hadst thou been, O Lord, and just am 

Yea, justly mightest thou at this time cast 
T ] prayers, and refuse to hear thy rebellious en 

j I who have so long turned a deaf ear to thee 

thou art God, and not man ; and thy thoug 
not as our thoughts, nor thy ways as oui 
but as the heavens are higher than the et 
: } are thy thoughts and thy ways above ours. 

\\ art our re&ge and strength, and present ] 

'> I « every time of need : and thou hast commat 
; ' to call upon thee in our troubles ; and ha 

; j mised to hear us, and to give us cause to pra 

glorify thee for thy goodness and mercy to u 
^ And now we come to thee, O Lord our ( 

behalf of this thy servant, that lies here in al 
distressed state under thy chastising hand, 
down, we beseech thee, merciftilly upon hii 
be thou gnicious and favourable to him, ac< 
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to the necessity of his case, and according to the 
multitude of thy tender mercies in Christ Jesus. 
Great as his danger is, if thou wilt, O Lord, thou 
canst set him up, and make him whole : if thou but 
speak the word, it shall be done. In submission to 
thy most wise and righteous disposal of all things, 
we would beg this mercy at thy hands : that thou 
wouldst be pleased to rebuke his distemper, to re- 
move thy stroke, and cause the bitter cup which 
thou hast given him, to pass away from him. To 
this end do thou direct us to the means proper for 
his help; and command a blessing upon them. 
Spare him, good Lord, and restore him (if it be 
thy will) that he may have a longer time to work 
cue his salvation, and be more useful in his place, 
and do more good in his generation. Or, however 
thou shalt be pleased to deal with him as to the 
concerns of his body (which we pray may be in a 
way of gentleness and tender mercy) yet, Lord, let 
his soul be ever precious in thy sight. And may 
this sickness of his body be for the health of his 
better and immortal part, and be instrumental to 
advance his everlasting salvation. 

O give him a right discerning of the things be- 
longing to his peace, before they be hid from his 
eyes. Show him what he has to do, and enable 
him for the doing of it, that he may have peace 
with God, through Christ Jesus. Give him repent- 
ance towards God, and ^th in the only Saviour of 
the world. Wash and cleanse his soul with the 
blood of thy Son, and the graces of thy Spirit : that 
it may be delivered from all the defilements which 
it has contracted in this present evil world ; and be 
foimd safe and happy in the hour of death, and in. 
the great day of our Lord Jesuit CV«cv&\»» '^SX.>ksssw^ 
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• 

Lord, for living, or dying, or whatever in thj 
wise and righteous providence, thou hast designed 
for him ; that it may be unto him, Christ to live, 
and gain to die : and that in all things he may find 
cause to glorify thy name. If thou shalt be pleased 
to release him from his bed of languishing, and tc 
add to him a yet further term of life, that he ma^ 
live to thee, and do thee better service, and bring 
thee greater glory ! Or if thou hast determined thai 
this sickness shall be unto death, prepare him, 
merciful God, by thy grace, for thy blessed self: 
and grant him a safe and comfortable passage out ol 
this wretched life to an infinitely better ; througfa 
the merits and mediation of thy beloved Son, oui 
only Saviour Jesus Christ, jlmen. 



A PRAYER FOR A DYING MAN PAST HOPI OF 

RECOVERY. 

O THE Hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time 
of trouble ! when all other hope and help foils, i1 
is not in vain to seek unto thee for succour, whc 
canst bring back from the mouth of the grave, and 
quicken the very dead: and where thou art not 
pleased any further to prolong the temporal life, 
yet canst deliver us from eternal death, and bring 
us safe to blessedness and glory. We think it toe 
late to beg the recovery of thy servant, O Lord, 
now that he seems to us going the way of all flesh, 
and just launching forth into his everlasting con- 
dition. But though the time of his departure ap- 
pears to be at hand, yet we cannot think it too lat€ 
to beg thy mercy for him, as long as his life is in 
him. And as we cannot but be greatly concerned 
for^im, 80 we know not how \>eUet V.o e"x.^\^«* iVAs 
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our concern for him, than in beseeching thee to be 
good and gracious unto him. 

O Lord our God, leave him not, nor forsake him ; 
but support and assist him now in his sorest ex- 
tremities, in his last agonies, when he is to conflict 
with the king of terrors: let him find the most 
sweet and seasonable aids from thee, the God of 
his salvation ; and take him not out of this life, till 
thou hast fitted him for a better. O thou ever- 
living God, stand by him in the dying hour ; and 
secure him in thy hands from the enemies of his 
soul : and finish all that is wantingcof the work of 
thy grace upon his heart. Freely and ftdly pardon, 
and deliver him from all his sins ; and fit him to 
appear with comfort and rejoicing in thy blessed 
presence. O make his departure easy, and fiill of 
peace and hope. Carry him safe through the valley 
of the shadow of death, and let him find a joyfiil 
admission into the everlasting kingdom of his 
Lord. Into thy hands, O Lord, we commend his 
spirit: O thou Father of mercies, be mercifiil to him, 
and receive his departing soul; and when he is 
numbered among the dead, let him also be num- 
bered among the redeemed and blessed of the Lord, 
for his sake, who (himself) died for sinners, and 
rose again, and lives, and is alive for evermore, and 
has the keys of death and of hell. To thy mercy, 
in that blessed Saviour of the world, O most mer- 
cifiil Father, we now humbly recommend him ; be- 
seeching thee to be all in aU to him, and infinitely 
better than we are worthy or able to ask for him. 
And let him be thine in life, and death, and for 
evermore, through the all-sufficient merits and me- 
diation of thy dear Son, and most prevailing Advo- 
cate and Redeemer, Jesus Chmt. Ameu. 
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THANKSGIVINGS FOR TEMPO^IAL BI 

Gracious God, the bountiful Provide 
things ; the eyes of all wait upon th( 
givest them their meat in due season, 
est thy hand, and satisfiest the desire 
ing thing. Every year thou renewes 
the earth ; and givest rain from heavi 
fill seasons ; filling our hearts with fo 
ness. ' how many of thy creatures h 
their labours, j^nd lost their lives, an 
sumed, to clo&e and sustain and gr 
what vast expense art thou continuedl; 
the whole world of creatures, that ever 
'I upon thee for life and breath and all 

thou art not weary of doing us got 
showerest down blessings plentifully 

Erovide not only necessaries, (to ke 
ut also a variety of comforts, to ms 
happy and desirable. Yea, thou delig 
cy, and hast pleasure in the prosperit 
vantg ) and makest us now to find, by • 
py experience, how abundantly good a 
art. 

FOR rain. 

Lord, thou hast sent a gracious raJ 
inheritance, to refresh the diy and thiri 
it might bring forth fiiiit, and yield 1 
sired increase. that men would pi 
thy goodness, and for such thy wonde 
the children of men ! O bounteous and 
God^ to thy name be all the glory 
evermore. 
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FOR FAIR WEATHER. 

Lord, thou hast in mercy shut the windows of 
heaven, and put a stop to the overflowing showers, 
that threatened to destroy the fruits of the earth : 
and hast caused this sweet and comfortable change 
to refresh thy unworthy servants, and to make all 
the creatures rejoice in thy goodness. Blessed be 
our God, that deals so graciously with us : and glo- 
ry be to thy name, thou merciful deliverer from all 
evil, and giver of all good. Let the people praise 
thee, O God, let all the people praise thee. Then 
shall the earth yield her increase : and God, even 
our own God, shall give us his blessing. 

FOR THE CESSATION OF INFECTION. 

O thou great Preserver of men ! thou hast de- 
livered our souls from the hand of the grave ; and 
kept us alive, that we should not go down to the 
pit. The jaws of death were open upon us, and we 
went with our lives in our hands ; our hearts fail- 
ing us for fear of the destruction that raged amongst 
us, when the very air, which we drew in to give us 
life, was to so many the sad messenger of death. 
Yet when thousands fell on every side of us, we 
have dwelt in the secret place of the Most High ; 
and (under the shadow of the Almighty) have 
been kept in safety. O what shall we say and 
what shall we give unto thee, who art our present 
help and only Saviour in times of trouble ! we are 
every way thine, O Lord; and to thee only be 
all the glory. We bless thee, our God, as those 
that are made alive from the dead, MA^ •>0oa^*^^ 

c c 
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lives which have been given us at our reques 
be devoted wholly unto thee, and be spent 
service ! O that we may love and serve, and 
our God, while we have our being ! 

FOB THE RESTORATION OF PLENTY. 

O God the Fountain of all goodness ! thov 
threaten to destroy the fruits of the earth, 
we have so wickedly abused: but, for thin« 
mercy's sake, thou hast raised at last for us ; 
and plentiM supply, and hast crowned th 
with thy goodness. O make us more sensi 
the obligation which thy love has laid up< 
And as thou fillest us with thy good things, 
our hearts with thy grace, that we may use 
gift aright to thy glory : and that in the U8 
strength of what we are continually receiving 
thee, we may devote ourselves altogether untc 
and serve thee with gladness and joyMn 
heart for the abundance thou hast given us, a 
all thy rich mercies to us in Jesus Christ. 

FOR VICTORY OVER OUR ENEMIES. 

Almighty Lord, the most high God, who 
in the kingdoms of men, and dost whatsoeve: 
pleasest in heaven and in earth ! In thy h\ 
power and might, so that none is able to wit! 
thee. It is thou that givest salvation unto 
that deliverest thy servants from the sword, 
hast saved us from our enemies, and put th 
shame that hated us. It was not by our own 
or conduct, that we have been so prosperous 
did our own sword or arm save us ; but th} 
hand and thine arm, and the light of thy a 
nance, because thou had^t a favour unt 
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Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and 
the glory, and the victory. The Lord is our strength 
and our song, and is become our salvation. Now, 
therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy 
glorious name. And O what cause of thankftilness 
have we, that we were not delivered into the hand 
of our enemies, and given over for a prey unto 
their teeth ! Great indeed has been thy mercy to 
us, O blessed Lord : and to thee alone be the whole 
praise and glory ! O make us more sensible of thy 
goodness to us in this time of our need : and give 
us grace still to keep the memory of it in our 
minds, and abundantly to utter it in songs of praise. 
O thou Lord of hosts, who hast given us such safe- 
ty and good success, teach us, we pray thee, rightly 
to improve these imdeserved mercies; that being 
delivered from the hands of our enemies, we may 
serve thee, in holiness and righteousness before 
thee, all the days of our life. Suffer us not to act 
as if we were delivered to commit abominations ; 
but demeaning ourselves as the redeemed of the 
Lord, O let us love and trust, and bless and praise 
thee, the only giver of all victory, for ever and ever. 

FOR PEACE. 

O God of peace, that makest wars to cease to 
the ends of the earth ; that breakest the bow and 
cuttest the spear asunder, and bumest the chariot 
in the fire ! thou hast in mercy put a stop to the 
efiusion of blood, and made peace in our borders : 
thou hast rebuked the nations : and caused them 
to beat their swords into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruning-hooks ; that every man might 
sit under his own vine and fig-tree, none making 
him afraid. O how sweet is th^ \xiftT^'^>«s!L^ x5«rk.- 
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ving, even as life from the dead ! And thou^ Lotd, 
who hast given us peace, O give us also grace^ to 
use it to thy glory, and to walk the more freely and 
cheerfully in thy holy ways. And let us not only 
have peace with men, but also with thee, our God; 
even that peace which passeth all understandingj 
which shall keep our hearts and minds throu^ 
Christ Jesus. 

that we may be sensible of the kindness and 
love of God our Saviour, and ever give thee thanks 
with all our souls ! Dear Father of mercies ! rather 
take all our good things from us, than leave us in a 
state of base ingratitude and stupid indifference. 
O let our hearts be enlarged in thy love, and be 
lifted up in the celebration of thy praises ! and may 
all thy works, and all thy servants bless thee, and 
praise thee for ever ! And may we have grace to 
express the thankfulness of our hearts, in the whole 
conduct of our lives ; devoting ourselves to thee in 
faithfulness, as long as we have any being, ^men^ 
and Amen, 



PRATER AND PRAISE FOR A PUBLIC THANESGlVINa- 

DAY. 

Blessed Lord, the only living and true God, the 
Creator and Preserver of all things ! We live by 
thee ; and our whole dependence is upon thee, 
for all the good that we either have or hope for. 
We now desire to bless thy name for those mercies, 
which in so large a measure thou hast been pleased 
to vouchsafe unto us. We desire to pay unto thee 
that tribute of homage and service, of prayer and 
praise, which thou hast made us capable of, and so 
many ways obliged us to : and we would perform 
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the same in such a manner, that thou mayest mer- 
ci^lly accept both our persons and our services, at 
the hands of Jesus Christ. 

Worthy art thou, O Lord our God, to receive all 
honour and glory, all thanks and praise, and love 
and obedience, as in the courts of heayen, so in all 
the assemblies of thy servants upon earth ; for thou 
art great, and doest wondrous things ; thou art God 
alone. Thou hast been favourable to thy land, and 
dealt exceeding graciously with us. Thou hast not 
suffered all the evils that threatened us, to come 
upon us ; nor those which have come upon us, ut- 
terly to destroy us. Instead of giving us over to all 
the calamities that we feared, thou hast multiplied 
thy mercies towards us, for which we are now call- 
ed to solemnize a day of thanksgiving. Of a 
truth, O Lord, thy compassions fail not ; and thy 
mercy endureth for ever. Thou art gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness. 

O how much have we to say of the goodness of 
the Lord by our own experience ; and of the suc- 
cour thou hast afforded us in every time of need ! 
How sweet and wonderful is it to recount all the 
instances of thy patience with us, and thy bounty 
to us ! How from time to time thou hast signalized 
us with thy mercy, and enriched us with thy fa- 
vours ! thou hast cast our lot in a land of light ; 
where we live imder the influences of thy gospel, 
and are called to obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Thou hast bestowed on us and our land so 
many advantages, that thou hast made us the envy 
of surroimding nations, and distinguished us in a 
peculiar manner as the objects of thy favour. 
Though many times we have provoked thee to 
stretch forth thy hand, and shake thy tod<i^^^^^&'» 

cc3 
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yet in judgement, thoa hast still lemembered macf; 
and after the cloods and darkness that have gather- 
ed about us, and the distress and iemr that were 
on every stdJe, thou hast caused the heavens again 
to clear up, and smile upon us ; and returned widi 
the visitations of thy love, and the joy of tfaj sal- 
vation. 

In the late dangers, thou hast been to us a 
tower of defence ; said in the time of our need and 
[>erplexity, thou hast shown thyself graciously and 
powerfully on our side. Thou hast helped us for 
the glory of thy name, and redeemed us for thy 
mercy's sake; not because we were worthy, but 
because thou hadst a fevour unto us : and therefore 
to thy name alone be all the praise. O what shall 
we render to the Lord for all his benefits ! O let 
not our hearts be straitened towards thee, whose 
hand has been so open and bounteous unto us. 
But do thou enlarge these hearts of ours, and fill 
them with more love and thankfiilness to the gra- 
cious giver of all our good things. And make us 
more sensible of thy goodness and love bestowed 
upon us : that we may give thee thanks froia the 
ground of the heart, and have our mouths filled a& 
with marrow and fatness, while we praise thee with 
joyful lips. 

O make us a truly thankful, as we are a highly 
indebted, people. And let us not only speak of thy 
loving-kindness, O Lord, but glorify thy name in 
beiiring much fruit ; fruit answerable to the mercy 
and encouragement which we have received at thy 
hands. We can never enough admire and mag- 
nif'y the riches of thy grace, and the multitude of 
thy mercies : but, O good Lord, enable us still more 
(o love thee, and better to serve thee ; and in so 
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doing for us, thou wilt still further oblige us : be- 
cause in loving and serving thee, we most effectu- 
ally serve our own best* interests. As our minds 
cannot but muse, and our tongues speak of thy 
works ; so let our lives be spent in thy service : 
that thou, the great and blessed God, mayest in all 
things be glorified by us, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



THANKSGIVING AFTER A SAFE AND GOOD JOURNEY. 

All thanks and praise that I am able to render, is 
a debt that I owe imto thee, O Lord my God : and 
I desire with all my soul to pay it ; for that good- 
ness of thine, which I have experienced throughout 
my journey. Thou hast not only been nigh to me, 
and watchful to secure me from the perils of the 
way, and the many evil accidents that might have 
befallen me, but hast surroimded me with blessings 
and comforts on every side. At every turn and 
every step, I have been exposed to evils. I might 
now have been groaning under broken bones, or 
bruised limbs : yea, I might have been cut oflf, and 
have perished in the way ; I might have lost not 
only health and strength, but life itself: but thou, 
Lord, hast in mercy prieserved and kept me in 
safety; and brought me to see my habitation in 
peace, and to find all things according to my heart's 
desire. 

A horse is a vain thing for safety ; and nothing 
upon earth can we confide in, to defend us, if thou, 
O thou blessed Keeper of Israel, dost not cover us 
under the shadow of thy wings ; and give thine an- 
gels charge over us, to keep us in all our ways, no 
other power whatever can ^rea^XN^ >3a, ^>5^«iis2s^ 
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I invisible guards have I had ; and such £a^ 

} 1 ' I found from thee, O Lord. Thy merc\ 

goodness, which have followed me all tl 
my life, have been renewed afresh, an 
manifested to me, in these my travels, 
how inexhaustible is the kindness and 1 



\ 



my Lord, who is never weary of domg i 
I \. To thee, O God of my life, and safety, and 

\ to thee be all the glory. O fill me wit 



\ 




grateful sense of thy continued mercies, 
me a heart abounding with thankfulness, 
thy love and praises : yea, give me also 
express the unfeigned thanks of my heart, 
ways that are pleasing to thy holy will, th 
beloved of thy soul, my blessed Saviour 
deemer, Jesus Christ. 



THANKSGIVING FOR PRESERVATION AND D 
ANCE FROM DANGERS AND TROUBLE 

Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderl 
which thou hast done, and thy thoughts 
to usward for good ; they cannot be rec 
in order unto thee : if I should declare a 
of them, they are more than can be n 
According to thy name so is thy praise to 
of the earth. The dead praise thee not 
that go down into silence : the living, tl 
he shall praise thee, as I desire with all n 
do this day. My heart is fixed, O God, u 
fixed ; I will sing and give praise. I wi] 
and rejoice in thee, and sing praise to thy 
thou Most High. I will praise thee, O 
thou hast heard me, and art become my 
I found trouble and sorrow; then I cal 
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thee : and thou wast attentive to my ciy, and nigh 
to my help. And though thou mightest have made 
me an example of thy judgements to others, as 
others have heen to me, thou didst not consult my 
deserts, hut my distress ; doing great things, ana 
working strange deliverance for me, not because I 
was worthy, but because thou aboundest in mercy. 

I was in woful perplexity: fear was on every 
side : all my hope was ready to expire : and I 
thought there was no help for me ; but that I must 
sink and perish. Then didst thou, O Lord, 'inter- 
pose between me and the threatening mischief; 
and didst reveal thy glorious arm, to pluck me out 
of the jaws of destruction ; and didst set me at 
liberty from my fears, and in safety from my dan- 
gers. Thou hast kept me alive, and restored my 
comforts, not taking me away in the midst of my 
days, nor cutting me off imtimely from the land of 
the living; but sparing me in mercy, and giving 
me, as it were, a new life from the dead. Thou 
hast chastened me, but not given me over unto 
death. When my foot slipped, thy mercy, O 
Lord, held me up. Thou art the God, that doest 
wonders ; wonders of power, and wonders of mercy. 
Yea, thy kindness, and thy help at hand, in the 
time of my need, has been greater than I am able 
to express. 

Thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy 
work : I will triumph in the works of thy hands: I 
will sing of thy power ; yea, I will sing aloud of thy 
mercy. For thou hast been my support and my 
refuge in the day of my trouble. Unto thee, O my 
strength, will I sing ; for thou art my defence, and 
the God of my mercy. O Lord God, m6rciM andL 
gracious ! I will extol thee, vjVio \l*3i'&\. \^o\. ^sqSkw.^ 
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the trouble and danger to overwhelm and min m& 
In my distress I cried unto thee, and thou hast en- 
larged me. O blessed be my God, who hast not 
cast out my prayer, nor taken his mercy from me. 
But dearest Lord! I cannot without amazement 
look back upon the perilous state that I was in, and 
the brink of ruin to which I was brought. And 
that I should escape as I have done : O how mar- 
vellous is it in my eyes ! What cause have I for thy 
praise, that I am here alive to praise thee ! O my 
God, it is thy good hand that hath wrought so won- 
derfully for me, and thy Fatherly kindness that has 
shown such extraordinary favour to me. O ! if I 
had been snatched away unprepared, how dreadful 
a change should I have found ! But in mercy and 
love to my soul (I give thee glory) thou hast noAde 
a way for my escape : and I am preserved a living 
monument of thy unspeakable goodness. 

O what shall I say unto thee, whose name is ez« 
alted far above all blessing and praise ! and what 
shall I render unto thee, to whom my goodness 
will not extend ! I can never answer the obligations 
which thy love, dear Lord, has laid upon me : but 
let me admire and love, and bless and praise thee, 
with all the faculties and powers which thou hast 
given me. And O that thou wouldst. imprint so 
deeply on my heart a sense of thy mercy, that I 
may never forget, never slight, never aouse the 
great goodness that thou hast shown me, and the 
signal deliverance which thou hast wrought for me ; 
but may ever give thee thanks with all my heart; 
and walk as becomes me, all the days of my life ; 
not secure and careless, because I have so escaped ; 
but the more watchfid and diligent, in proportion 
to the merciea vouchsafed \mlo me : approvmg my 
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thank^ness in such a manner, as that thou mayest 
graciously accept me through my hlessed Lord and 
Saviour «fesus Christ. 



A THANKSGIVING AFTER A SAFE DELIVERY. 

Blessed for ever be thy name, O Lord, our gra- 
cious God, who rememberest us in our low estate, 
and dost not abhor the affliction of the afflicted : but 
hearest thy servants crying to thee in their distress ; 
and sendest relief and help in time of need : O that 
we may praise thee, Lord, as we ought, for such 
thy goodness and wonderM works to the children 
of men ! Thou bringest down and raisest up ; thou 
givest trouble and sendest help from trouble ; thou 
afflictest us with fears and griefs, and again revivest 
us with hopes and joys. Thou, O God, art good in 
all, and worthy to be admired and praised, in 
every dispensation of thy providence. JBut chiefly 
we are effected with thy seasonable aids in time of 
trial ; when thou givest us beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, and the garments of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness. Thou hast now (for 
ever blessed be thy name !) refreshed thine afflict- 
ed handmaid, and rejoiced the souls of thy ser- 
vants. We desire therefore to offer unto thee, O 
gracious Lord, our devoutest acknowledgements, 
and to present unto thee the sacrifice of our un- 
feigned thanks and praise. O that thine handmaid, 
and all of us, may be duly sensible of this favour, 
which has been to us as life from the dead. May 
thy great goodness lead us to repentance : and may 
this fresh instance of thy love constrain us to love 
thee with all our hearts, and to xetA'et \.^ ^Cw^^ "^^is^ 
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services of our lives, and to give the< 
glory, both now and evermore. ^7n< 






THANKSGIVING AND PRATER AFTER R] 
OF A DANGEROUS SICKNESS 

O God of my life, in whose hand my 
by whom all men do live, and have tl 
longed or shortened ; I was brought 1( 
to wink that thou wouldest now cul 
make an end of my days upon eartl 
myself so nigh unto death, that I es 
day, when that last enemy which lay i 
would come and seize upon me. 

But thou, Lord, hast graciously disi 
fears, and rescued me from his hands, \ 
up to walk again before thee in the 
living. Though thou broughtest me 
mouth of the grave, yet hast thou 
back ; that the pit of corruption shoi 
low me up. And thou that givest m( 
has now given it to me afresh. To th 
O my God, I desire with all my soul 
praise. O blessed be my great Preser 
and only Saviour of my. body as well 
God of my health, my heavenly Physi 
and the length of my days ! O that 1 
declare the works of the Lord, and 
honour of his name ! Let me never L 
extended life, as an occasion to the fl 
• my Hberty and pleasure upon earth ; 1 
eagement on my heart, to abound in g 
love, and praise, and all faithful duty, 
obedience to my gracious God. 
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In mercy to my soul, O Lord^ thou hast prolong- 
ed my life, and given me space to repent ; that by 
correcting what was amiss, and filling up what was 
wanting, in my spiritual estate, I might be more 
ready for the arrival of the bride^oom, more ready 
to give up my account to thee. O that, my life be- 
ing now renewed, I may henceforth live as one 
restored from the dead ; and retain such an abiding 
sense of eternity upon my mind, as may keep me 
imwearied in my preparations for it. 

It is only a reprieve, that is now granted to me : 
my deadi is a debt of nature, which I must pay ; I 
cannot avoid it : death will yet certainly take hold 
of me ; and I know not how soon : the grave is 
my house, where, after all, I must make my habita- 
tion, and go to rottenness and dust : yea, when I 
least think of it, how suddenly may I l>e cut off! 

O then let me not live as if I should never see 
death ; nor put it &r from me, as if it should never 
arrive ; nor reckon upon any sure standing or long 
abiding, in such a changeable transitory world, that 
is but the house of our pilgrimage, and not the 

Slace of our rest. But, since dust I am, and to 
ust I must return, O help me, Lord, so to remem- 
ber and consider my death, that I may be the better 
for it in all the course and conduct of my life ! En- 
able me to walk with such wise and holy circum- 
spection, and so to order all my conversation in the 
world, that when I must close my eyes upon this 
present scene of things, I may depart hence ftill of 
peace, and hope, and joy. And for my recovery, 
and such health as I enjoy at present, O let me 
pay my vows to the Lord : and from the ground of 
the heart, ascribe to thee the God of my salvation, 
all gloiy, thanks and love, and aerna^ ^QoxavMgfx^s^a^. 
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the whole remainder of my life and for 
Amen. 



A PRAYER AND PRAISE FOR A CONVERTED 



I WILL praise thee, O Lord my God, wi 
heart ; and I will glorify thy name for « 
; So great is thy mercy towards me, that 

delivered my soul from the lowest hell. 
] therefore shall greatly rejoice, when I i 

\ thee; and my soul, which thou hast i 

I ; shall make her hoast in the Lord. For 

I darkness, hut now am light in the Lon 

dead, and am alive again; I was lost, 
found. When no eye pitied me, and wl 
not a heart to pity myself, then didst tho\ 
merciful and ever-hlessed God, look up< 
my blood, and bid me live. O sinfril wrei 
I should be taken, and others left ! I stan 
at thy kindness, O God my Saviour! 1 
things, which thou hast done for my sou 
comparably more in my estimation thai 
I j hadst set me up with the princes of the e 

blessed me with all the frilness and gloi 
world. For, how soon do all these thi 
away and perish ! but the word of God, 
I am bom again, lives and abides for ev 
grace of God which brings salvation to m 
m me a well of water springing up to e'\ 
life. O God of all grace, who hadst such 
i of mercy towards me, even when I was i 

^ against thee, and did nothing but forget 

voke thee ; thou wilt not despise the day 
things : tbovL wilt not be extreme to marl 
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done amiss, or cast me off for the failings of my 
services, now that thou hast wrought in me some 
good things towards thee, and brought my soul from 
the gates of hell, within prospect of thy heavenly 
gloiy. 

O what great and sore troubles hast thou showed 
me ! yet didst thou turn again and refresh me, and 
comfort me on every side, with the r*.ost reviving 
and richest of all mercy. I must for ever have 
perished, if thou, Lord, hadst not brought me from 
my state of death in trespasses and sins to newness 
of life : and better had it been that I had never 
been bom, if I had not been bom again. O blessed 
change ! and mighty work, worthy of God ! O the 
riches of grace, and the wonders of divine power 
and love ! What shall I render to the Lord for these 
greatest of all benefits, which I am not able so 
much as worthily to express ! I can never enough 
admire and bless thee, O my God, for thy love to 
my soul, which thou hast brought to see the joy of 
thy salvation. How hast thou borne with me in all 
my dulness and perverseness ; and what exertions 
hast thou been forced to use, in order to overcome 
my reluctance, and make me willing to be saved ! 
But thou wouldest not suffer me to imdo myself: 
thou gavest me checks in the way of my sins ; till 
thou hadst overpome my heart by thine almighty 
grace, and brought me home to thy blessed self. 

Bless the Lora, O my soid ; and all that is with- 
in me bless his holy name. My God and Saviour ! 
I was helpless and hopeless ; yet at the lowest, thou 
hast remembered me ; and at the worst, thou hast 
helped and comforted me. The fear of hell was 
upon me : and thou hast raised me above it, and 
made me to rejoice in hope of thy %\aty % 'V^^ks^b- 
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tbee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
hast hidden these things from the wise anc 
and hast revealed them unto bahes. O, m 
unworthy wretch, that I should be made s( 
to differ from others, and from my formei 
what have I done, that I should be thus dist 
ed with thy saving mercy, when so great s 
the world is still in darkness, and in the sht 
death ! I am imworthy, O Lord ; I am utte 
worthy : but thou art the God infinitely goi 
abundant in mercy. 

O blessed God of my salvation ! accept the 
tion of myself, and of sol my services, togethe. 
my thanks and praise, for this thy love to i 
Christ Jesus. what abundant cause hast 
nven me to love and serve thee ! Grant, I pray 
Siat my hfe may henceforth be entirely de^ 
to thee ; and that, as I have received such m 
at thy hands, I may be ever active and unwearie 
showing forth thy praise. Let me -bless thee 
Lord, at all times ; and have thy praise continu 
in my mouth, as long as I have any being. Ace 
O gracious Father, and continue me for mine o 
and make me still fitter for thy blessed and ever! 
ing acceptance in Jesus Christ my Saviour, m^n 



THANKSGIVING FOR RBCOVBRY AFTER A FALI 

INTO SIN. 

I BLESS thy name, O Lord, my God, infini 
good, that thou hast kept me alive to this d 
and after all my ill carriage towards thee, my ] 
sumptuous boldness with thee, and manifold 
beUicms against thee, thou hast not given^ me c 
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as a pi%y to th« deadly enemy of my soul, that 
seeks to devour me : but dost yet give me room to 
hope, that it is not in vain to seek thy face, and to 
wait for mercy at thy hands. O my God ! how 
wonderful is thy pitience that thou hast not lefl me 
to perish in my sms ! It is through thy grace that I 
have begun to consider my danger, and to inquire 
after a way to escape. Yes, Lora, thou hast spared 
m^thus in all my sins, that, by the long-suffering 
which thou bast exercised to wains me, thou might- 
eat show forth all the wonders of thy grace. 

O Father of mercies! hast thou yet a blessing for 
such a rebellious wretch i and may I yet presume 
to look for thy blessed favour, after I have done 
thee such infinite wrong? the inconceivable 
depths of goodness that are in thy eracious nature, 
in that thou dealest with me as a dear friend, not- 
withstanding I have behaved myself towards thee 
as the vilest enemy ; and that thou givest me hopes 
of heaven, when I deserve nothing but the torments 
of hell ! And hast thou. Lord, kept me, to this day, 
and brought me thus far, to be avenged on me, and 
to destroy me at last? O my gracious Father, the 
God of all my mercies ! I cannot think that thou de- 
lightest in my death. I have wronged thee too 
much with all my sins already : let me not increase 
the heavy score, by distrusting such tried mercy, 
or doubting its continuance. Lord, I believe, help 
thou my unbelief: I know that thou art not willing 
I should perish ; but that by repentance I should 
come to salvation. And O what a gracious God 
have I, to deal so bountifully with me ! and what 
a stony heart, to be no more affected with such 
stupendous mercy ! what a life of sins, and what 
a life of mercies, has mine been', yi\i."tvwaa,-uaai«is. 
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I reflect on both ; to think how vile I have beei 
towards thee, my Lord; and yet how good thoi 
hast been to my soul. O that these wonders o 
love may constrain me to cast down the weapon 
of my rebellion, and bring me nearer to my God 
and make me more to abound in thy love, anc 
more to delight in thy service, than ever I hav< 
yet done ! O that I may no more offend so gra 
cious a God ; but being warned by these escanes 
and won by these mercies, let me he more watchm 
and faithM in keeping myself from mv iniquity 
and in striving continually to please thee in al 
things, through Jesus Christ, ^men. 



THANKSGIVING FOR SPIRITUAL VICTORY. 

O ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, who gives! 
strength and power to thy people, and with theii 
temptations makest them a way to escape ; it is bj 
thy grace that I am what I am : and thy grace 
bestowed on me has not been in vain. Thou hast 
helped me in time of need, to withstand and over- 
come the temptation wherewith I was assaulted. 
My own strength. Lord, thou knowest, is but weak- 
ness ; and my heart is not to be trusted. But th> 
hand held me up ; and by the help of my God, 1 
have preserved my integrity ; and so resisted the 
devil, as to make him flee from me. I find, 
Lord, by sweet and joyful experience, that thy 
ways are ways of pleasantness and peace ; and that 
in observing thy laws there is great reward. 
how much are the heavenly raptures of victory tc 
he preferred before the filthy pleasures of sin ! 1 
now see. that shame and ftoiiow are the cursed 
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consequences of yielding to the tempter ; but glo- 
rying, and confidence, and the peace of God, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost, are the portion of those 
that overcome. 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord ; my soul shall 
be joyful in my God ; who has lifted me up, and 
not suffered my foes to triumph over me. They 
have thrust sore at me, that I might fall ; but the 
Lord was my help. The Lord is my strength, and 
my song, and is oecome my salvation. The voice 
of rejoicing and salvation is in the dwellings of the 
righteous. The right hand of the Lord doth 
valiantly, and brings mighty things to pass. I shall 
not die, but live and declare the works of the 
Lord, and tell what he has done for my soul. 
Blessed be God, who has not turned away my 
prayer, nor his mercy from me. O Lord my God ! 
thou hast been watchful over me for good ; thou 
wast nigh to me; and hast showed thy fatherly 
care^of me; and, in love to my soul, hast pre- 
served me, because thou hadst a favour unto me. 
I am thine ; and I will be thine ; and will love 
thee, and bless thy name, and give thee thanks for 
ever. Amen, 



A FAMILY PRATER, IN THE ORDER OF OUR LORD's 

PRATER. 

O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ by 
eternal generation ; the Father of all things by 
temporal creation ; and the Father of thy people, 
by adoption and spiritual regeneration : What man- 
ner of love is this, that we who have been rebels 
against heaven, slaves of S?il«ft., «cA <?«^^«^ ^ 
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^ i 



wrath, should he made the children of 1 

High, and heirs of everlasting glory ! We a 

O Lord, for thou hast made us out of nothi 

thou hast created us anew, after that we 

i stroyed ourselves ; thou hast looked upc 

I our hlood and hast bid us live. Thou ai 

I ven. O that we may in heart and mind 

I I ascend ; and with all lowHness, worship at 

\ stool of thy glorious Majesty ! Thou art 

) ther : that we may with confidence anc 

j draw nigh unto thee as dear children ! J 

i we also love as brethren, and be united 

\ ; other as children of the same heavenly Fal 

And, O that all the world may give 
glory due to thy great name ; that thou n 
more known and feared, and loved, and I 
by us, and by all men, as our supreme Lor 
our chief good ; and that we may glorif} 
we ought, in our thoughts and desires, ai 
words and ways ! 

O that the kingdom of sin and Satan ma 

I more and more weakened, till they be ut 

J . stroyed ! that all the powers on earth ma 

; f . thee the authority which they have recei^ 

i J- thee ! that all the kingdoms of the world 

come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of hi: 

and Jerusalem be made the joy and praii 

whole earth ! O that Christ may dwell anc 

; I our hearts by his Spirit and grace ; and n 

willing people, the faithful subjects of 

kingdom ; and still reign over us here, ti 

made fit to reign with nim in glory for e^ 

O thou blessed and only Potentate ! let t 

dom come so powerfully into us, that thy 

be done by us faithfuWy and Yj\l\io\it reser^ 
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And may thy will and word, O Lord, and the 
way of salvation, be every where known upon earth. 
Let the light of thy gospel shine and prevail, and 
win more proselytes daily throughout the world. 
O send the means of grace, where they are not ; 
and make them prosperous and successful where 
they are* Let not the will of the flesh, nor the 
ways of the world govern us : but let the word and 
will of our God be the rule of omr lives, to guide 
and sway us in all our conduct. Make us more 
conformable to thy will, in all that thou requirest 
of us ; and more submissive to thy will, in all that 
thou layest upon us. Yea, make us pleased with 
whatever is thy pleasure ; that loving thy word, and 
delighting to do thy will, we may joyftiUy and 
cheerfully serve thee aa thy glorious angels and 
saints above, whose heaven it is to please and en- 
joy the Lord. 

And till we are fitted for the life to come, give 
us, O Father (of thy gracious bounty) all things 
needM and convenient for us. Preserve us from 
all the snares and dangers that attend both the 
prosperous and the afflicted state. When we have 
this world's good, O that we may use it wisely and 
piously to thy glory ; and, whenever thou takest it 
from us, make us contented, and patient, and thank- 
ftil ; and the more intent upon that good, which 
shsdl never be taken away. O thou all-wise and 
merciful God ! we beg that we may ever be in that 
state of body which thou knowest to be best for 
our souls : and that all which we have in this life, 
may help to fit us for the life to come. 

We are ashamed and grieved, that we have so 
much and so long dishonoured thy blessed name^ 
disobeyed thy holy word, and-ab\3A^^>}E^ xvOa.\siS5x- 
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cy. We desire to return, and to be rec 
our God : to be humbled and [lenitent foi 
and to entreat thy gracious favour, in Chj 
for the pardon of them. Forgive ua, wi 
thee, O Father of mercies (for hia aake) a 
that ever we have committed against th 
cially we beg to be discharged from tbos 
and presumptuous sins, which we have a 
committed against the Btrivmgs of thy S 
the checks of our own consciences ; and w 
filled our souls with the dread of thy i 
give us tokens for good, to persuade and i 
hearts, that thou hast mercy in store for 
incline our hearts, O Lord, to forgive at 
to be forgiven, and. to be merciiiil as we 
obtain mercy. 

And that miquities may not prevail aga 
spoil us for the future, subdue them, O C 
grace, by the power of thy holy Spirit ; 8 
su^r us to be tempted above the etrengi 
with thy grace shall supply us. Make us 
avoid all the temptations we can, and i 
the XjOrd to overcome what we must e: 
"We are poor frail creatures: but thou 
Lord Ahmehty. O do thou protect us (w< 
thee) by thy powerful aids : and so kee[ 
falling, tiiat we may never be made a pr 
cruel murderer of souls ; nor be delivc 
those bitter puns of eternal death, whicl 
sad wages of our sins : but may we find 
escape every snare, and be preserved sa: 
heavenly kingdom. 

Thine is the kingdom, Lord Most Hi 
art the King of all the world : and happj 
ffio are uiuer the conduct of thy good 
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the willing subjects of thy spiritual kingdom. We 
desire and beg that we may all be found of that 
number. Save, Lord, and let the King of heaven 
hear us when we call. 

We ask great things at thy hands, but not too 
great for the Almighty God to grant : for thine is 
me power ; and thou art able to do for us exceed- 
ing abundantly, even above all that we can ask or 
think. reveal thy glorious arm, to do things 
worthy of God, which none but thy blessed self 
can do ; in forgiving, and healing, and helping us, 
who are helpless and hopeless in ourselves. 

Thine is the glory, God; and such are the 
wonders of thy grace, whereby thou gettest glory 
to thyself in the salvation of those that were lost. 

Therefore, though we are exceedingly guilty, and 
utterly unworthy ; yet we pray and hope, that thou 
wilt glorify thv mercy, remembering us in our low 
estate, and relieving us in all our wants and straits. 
We would forsake every other refuge, to come to 
thee ; our expectation is from thee ; and our whole 
dependence is placed on thee alone. In thy gra- 
cious goodness do we trust through the merits and 
mediation of our blessed Redeemer ; looking for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ imto eternal 
life. 

And to thee, O great and glorious Lord God, 
whose kingdom ruleth over all : to thee who dost 
whatever thou pleasest in heaven and in earth ; to 
thee who showest forth all thy glory to the blessed 
saints and angels in thy presence ; to thee be gloiy 
in the highest, and all thanks and praise ascribed, 
by us, and by all the world, for ever and ever. 
Jtmen. 
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A SOLILOQUY FOR THE PIOUS SOUL's SOLACE, BT 
WAT OF PARAPHRASE ON THE CREED. 

Let not your heart be troubled (saith the Lord of 
love, our dear compassionate Redeemer) ye belieye 
in God, believe also in me : (the messenger of his 
love, sent to be the Saviour of the world.) 

Why art thou cast down then, O my soul ! and 
why art thou disquieted within me ! when 

I BELIEVE IN OOD, 

And am not exposed (as one forlorn) to shift for 
myself, and to make me a happiness out of my own 
stock ; but I have a God to repair unto, and depend 
upon ; and to expect all that ever I can desire from 
him. And this God is 

THE FATHER, 

Not only of our Lord Jesus Christ, by eternal 
generation, but my Father, by a late creation, 
which has brought me out of nothing to what I am, 
not only to being, and life, and sense, but to the 
use of reason, and to the enjo3rment of all that ever 
I had in the world. Yea I am bold to &ther my- 
self upon him also by a spiritual adoption : and 
am persuaded that a woman [may sooner forget her 
sucking child, than the Lord will forsake that work 
of his hands, which he has new created in Christ 
Jesus : nor is he less able than willing to do me 
good, being 

ALMIGHTY, 

And what is too hard for Omnipotence ? or who 
can pluck me out of his hands, to whom the very 
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powers of hell are but weakness ? though I am 
weak as a shaken reed myself, yet my help stands 
is^ the tiattle of the Lord, who is the 

MAfi:£R OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, 

And what can any of his creatures do against m^, 
when God himself is fpr me ? he that mad^ all, 
will he see his child want a competency in the 
world ? or should I be. turned out of the earth, yet 
all heaven is the Lord's. And when he is my por- 
tion, I am sure of that, which is infinitely better 
than all the world's good ; the whole simi of which 
is but a poor drop from the eternal Fountain of all 
goodness. And what can be better than him that 
made it, and gave it all that goodness which it has ? 
Myself, and whatever I see m the world, was once 
nothing. And the great Lord, who was most 
blessed before all worlds, and would have been 
nevertheless blessed, though we had never been at 
all ; he has brought US into being ; not for any need 
he had of us, but to communicate of his goodness 
to us, 

IN JESUS CHRIST, 

And what so sweet as Jesus in my mouth! no 
such music in my ears : no such gladness in my 
heart. I Was lost, and Jesus is my Saviour. I 
was dead, and Jesus is my life. I was an enemy, 
and Jesus is my peace. Still I sin, and Jesus is 
my Advocate with the Father. Christ is my pro- 
phet to direct me ; my priest to atone for me ; my 
king to defend me, and to watch over me for g06a. 
He is all that I want, and all that I can with. I 
am worse than nothing without him ; but I have 
all things given me together with him, who is the 
beloved of the Father, 

s e 
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HIS ONLY SOKt 

The only one, by nature, that is co-equal with the 
Father : and, having such a fiiend in the court of 
heaven, I will come boldly to the throne of grace. 
For if the Son make us free, we shall be free in- 
deed. The Father will deny us nothing, that we 
ask in his name. And the Son himself upbraids us, 
that we make no more use of this our blessed 
privilege. Hitherto ye have asked nothing in my 
name (saith he) ; ask and ye shall receive, that 
your joy may be fidl. Such pleasure has he in 
the prosperity of his servants, who is 

OUR LORD, 

Our heavenly sovereign ; at whose feet kings do 
cast their crowns : and aJl the angels of Grod wor- 
ship him." O happy the servants that have such a 
Lord ! and blessed be the Lord, that wUl admit mc 
among the number of his servants ! Is not he m 
Lord, that has bought me ? in one sacrament I w^ 
enlisted into his service': and in the other, he 
often have I sworn allegiance to him ! This is f 
crown of all my glorying, that Jesus is my Lord 

WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY GHOST, 

In a miraculous manner, above all the powc 
nature ; and without any the least spot of sin ; 
he might be a suitable propitiation for our 
He is fairer than the children of men, who a* 
of them) shapen in iniquity, and conceived 
But he is free from every blemish, and altc 
lovely; being 

BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY ; 

And 80 he has done the highest honour to 
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nature, by uniting it to the divine ; taking part of 
our flesh and blood, that he might not only be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but also 
taste death for our offences ; coming dovm to earth, 
to raise us up to heaven; and manifested in oui 
flesh, to bring salvation home to our very doors. 
O how can I ever now be at a loss, when the Lord, 
in whom lies our help, is become God with us; 
and, to embolden our addresses to him, has vouch- 
safed even to set up his dwelling among us ? May 
all the glory of salvation be to thee, O Lord, who 
hast brought such glorious salvation to a ruined 
world. 

HE SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE ; 

And, having no need at all to sufler for any sins of 
his own, he was woimded for our transgressions, 
and bruised for our iniquities. O wicked wretch ! 
that I should be one of those who put the Son of 
God himself upon sufiering ! But, how happy is 
it for me, that he was pleased to sufler once, to 
save me from suflering for ever ! 

HE WAS CRUCIFIED ; 

Love, that was strong as death, fastened my Sa- 
viour to the accursed' tre^, with his arms extended 
to receive me : and his side was opened, to make 
me a passage to his very heart. O my dearest 
Lord! forbid it that I should glory, save in thy 
cross. On that let me rest my weary soul ; to that 
let me cling;, though menaced by all the powers of 
hell ; and by that let me ultimately rise to thine 
everlasting glory in heaven. He was 

dead; 

Not only Abraham the friend of God, ^sn^ ^i::^ '^^ 
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Ghost: but he that was before Abraham, mir 
blessea Saviour hunself, the well-beloved Son of 
God, when he took upon him the seed of Abraham, 
was not excused from dying. Shall I then e<m- 
clude, that my God has no kindness for me, be- 
cause I must follow such forerunners, and go the 
way of all flesh? No, though he slay me, yet will I 
trust in him ; and have hope even in my death. 
For the death of Christ is my life, since he has ta- 
ken out the sting of death tempoi^l, and made it 
the very entrance to life eternal. He has led us 
the way, through that gloomy vale, to the glorious 
region of immortality. And shall death separate 
me from my Saviour, or divorce my soul from the 
heavenly bridegroom ? No, I depart hence that I 
may be with Christ, and that I may get nearer to 
him whom my soul loveth. He is gone before ; 
and Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou 
goest. Thou wast laid in the grave, 

AND BURIED ; 

To make that desolate place inviting by thj pre- 
sence ; to perfrime the chambers of death and turn 
the horrible pit into a happy cemetry where the 
poor, 'weak, perishing flesh is sown, tp come up 
again, powerml, glorious *and incorruptible^ Ana 
shall I shrink from the bed, where my Lord him- 
self lay ? Would I lie better than he did ? No, 
the grave itself is become a goodly lodging, since 
Christ was there. And I will not go down in sor- 
row to my grave, seeing that I am going but to 
sleep with Jesus, the life of my sQul, and the source 
of all my joy. 

HE DESCENDED INTO HELL ; 

Three days he continued m the state of the dead, 
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that none might question the truth of his death, 
upon which depends all our hope of pardon and 
life ; that I might not dread the parting of soul and 
bodj, which befell my Lord himself; and that none 
belonging to him might be out of heart, even at the 
lowest eoD, when ova Bedeemer himself lay so long 
under the power of death. 

THE THIBD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD. 

And shall I be in bondage all my life, through fear 
of death, when under the conduct of such a victo- 
rious captain of salvation, who has triumphed over 
all the powers of the grave ? No, he liveth and was 
dead. And though I know I must die, yet I know 
that my Redeemer liveth, and is alive for evermore ; 
and because he Uves, I shall live also ; for he has 
no life, but what every member of his shall share 
in. Now. therefore, death, I can triumph over 
thee, since my Lord has routed all thy forces. It 
is true, thou yet canst kill me : but thou canst not 
hurt me. For, when thou takest down this crazy 
cottage, a better fabric shall succeed, to stand for 
eternal ages. But could not all the bonds of death 
hold my Almighty Saviour ? Dearest Lord ! thou 
wast arrested K)r our debts; and laid up in the 
prison of the grave on our account. But thy re- 
lease gives me a cheerftil assurance, that thou hast 
satisfied divine justice to the uttermost. Since 
thou art come so gloriously forth, I am sure that all 
is discharged. Then blessed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to 
his abundant mercy, has begotten us again to a 
lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. 

Ee3 
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HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN. 

And O with what joyful acclamations was he wel- 
comed home into those high regions of the hlessed, 
after aU his wondrous achievements, to effect eter«* 
nal redemption for us ! He led captivity captive, 
and dragged the infernal powers after his triumr 
phant chariot : to show that hell, as well as death, 
is suhject unto him. And now he has cleared us a 
way to glory, and opened the kingdom of heaven to 
all believers ; being gone to prepare a place for us, 
that where he .is, there we may be alsp. £vQn 
where 

HE SITTETH AT THE RIGHT HAND OF CIOD THE 
FATHER ALMIGHTY. 

Far above all principalities and powers, a glorious 
King for evermore, with all power and authority in 
his hands, and all the crowns and mansions of 
glory at his disposal. He is not only the Prince of 
the kings of the earth, by whom they all do reign ; 
but the angels in heaven fly to do his pleasure. In 
heaven he has cast off the veil, iimer which he 
once concealed the brightness of his Majesty : and 
now he shows himself in all the splendour of the 
king of gloiy. To him I look as the great authoir 
and finisher of our faith ; and the blessed object of 
my daily worship and devotion; who in all the 
height of his glory does not forget his poor servants 
here ; but has still bowels of compassion to inter- 
cede for us, as well as fulness of power to prevail 
on our behalf. And God forbid, that I shoiud for- 
get this absent friend : or be unmindftil of all that 
he has done and suffered for me. O where should 
be my heart, but with the great lover and beloved 
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of my soul ; wbo not only humbled himself on 
earth) but even now in heaven so humbles himse^, 
a^.to rexpefiaber me in my low estate. And wh^ t 
pm in a strait, so that I know not what to do, J will 
commit the matter into his hands, and cast ipy 
care on him who eareth for me. For, what ene- 
mies have I, which he cannot speedily make his 
footstpol? Or what blessing is so great, but he 
can, in a inoment, obtain it for me? Whenever 
then I am afraid or troubled, I will look unto Je- 
sus, sitting at the rieht hand of God : X will re- 
ipemb^r hxm as my all-prevailing Advocate and. In- 
tercessor; and will entreat his gracious &vour, 
who is ever worthy to be heard for me, though I 
am most unworthy to sp^ak for myself, 

FROM THENCE HE SHALL COME TO JUDGE THE QUICK 

AND THE DEAD, 

And shall appear in greater power and glory, than 
ever he was seen here in weakness and poverty, 
then shall his stubborn enemies, who would not 
that he should reign over them, be brought forth 
and slain before him. Then too shall all his sheep, 
that heard his voice, and followed him, and waited 
for his coming, and loved his appearing, hold up 
their heads with joy, and receive their complete 
redemption. That day, so replete with horror to 
the imgodly, will be to them a day of discharge, 
and jubilee, and coronation ; the sweetest and most 
joyfiil day they ever saw. Then shall I behold 
mm seated on his throne, who once, for mj sake, 
died upon the cross. My Advocate, my Life, my 
Saviour will be alone exalted in that day. And 
will iny Advocate accuse me ? Will my Life destrov 
me ? Will my Saviour condemn me ? N<v> ^^Nisgx 
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my iniquities have been great, and my best actions 
very imperfect, yet, assured that he who is my 
Judge has made satisfaction for my sins, and pro- 
cured acceptance for my poor imperfect services, I 
will pray, Gome, Lord Jesus, come quickly. 

I BSLISVE IN THE HOLY GHOST. 

The Lord and giver of life : the heavenly counsellor 
and comforter of our souls, by whom I call Jesus, 
Lord, and cry, Abba, Father, unto my God. And 
having such a blessed guardian, and divine inhab- 
itant ; why do I draff on heavily, as if I were left 
comfortless ? Why do I not overflow with joy in 
the Holy Ghost ? Am I weak ? he is the power of 
the Most High,- to help my infirmities. Am I for- 
getful ? he is^the kind monitor, to bring all needfiil 
things to my remembrance. Am I afraid lest I 
should fail of God's acceptance and salvation? 
This blessed Spirit witnesseth with my spirit, that 
I am a child of God ; and seals me to the day of 
redemption. Away then, thou foul accuser of the 
brethren ! Peace, thou clamorous conscience ! and 
stand aside, all ye pitiful creature-comforts ! I have 
affiance in the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. For I 
belong to 

THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH, 

I am a member of that most blessed society, some 
of which (already entered into the joy of their Lord) 
have got possession of their crowns, and are passed 
from their warfare to everlasting triumph. And the 
rest here (yet on our pilgrimage and warfare) are 
reaching forth to the glorious prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus. The lines are 
fallen to me in pleasant igilaces^ where the sun of 
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rightewsn^ss is risen upon us, and causes the hea* 
y«njy day-spring from on high to shine upon us; 
even in that church, against which the gates of hell 
sh(ill not prevail. I beheve in 

THE COMMUNIOX OF SAIHTS. 

The same life and spirit pervades the multitude of 
believers every where ; and like so many rivulets, 
they run all to the same sea, though not in the 
same channel. Or like divers strings of a musical 
instrument, though they have several notes, yet 
they make up one song of praise and glory to their 
common Lorn ; from whom they receive influence 
as all the bodily parts do from the head ; and are 
knit together as fellow-members of Christ's body. 
They are the household of faith ; of that corpora^ 
tion and family of heaven, for the sake of which 
th^y forget iheir own people, and their father's 
house, xea, as all the parts of the body (how 
mean soever) share in the same li£e as in the head 
and heart; and the noblest members despise not 
the vilest ; but the lowest are of use to the highest; 
aud all conspire for the joint interest of the whole ; 
so I, as a part of tjiis great body (whilst I wander 
not py myself, but keep to the flock of Christ, and 
join with them in the worship and service of my 
l^Qrd, and love them in my heart) am one of their 
imhappy number, and do share in the prayers of 
every faithful Christian throughout the world. 
And communicating now with the Saints in all 
offices of love, I shall be advanced with them, tp 
the possession of their heavenly inheritance in eter* 
nal life. 

THB FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 

This ifi the article that strikes at thftN^r^ ^^^"^ ^ 
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bitterness, and removes the ground of all my fear 
and griefs. O how numerous are my sins ! and 
what a heavy load upon my soul ! But it lightens 
my heart to near of God manifested in the flesh ; 
to undergo all the penalties of sin, in the very na- 
ture that sinned : to bear our sins in his own body 
on tWI tree. And when our all-sufficient surety 
has finished the atonement, will the justice of 
God require a second payment? No, God is not 
only merciftd, but just also, in justifying the be- 
lievers in Jesus ; who was made sin for us, who 
knew no sin ; that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him. And now all the frightful 
guilt is swallowed up in that fountain opened for 
sin and uncleanness, as a drop of ink is lost in a 
mighty river ; so that my spirit rejoices in God my 
Saviour ; and I thank God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, whose blood cleanses us from all our 
sin. O that I could love him yet more, who for- 
giveth me so much. 

THE RESURHECTION OF THE BODY. " 

This is the Christian's strong hold, that although 
we fall into the grave, we shall not be utterly cast 
down ; but have a Lord, that will be the plague of 
death, and the destruction of the grave ; to redeem 
us out of the hands of both. My flesh is perishing 
as the grass, that is green and withered in a day. 
But this mortal shall put on immortality ; yea, im- 
mortality itself shall be swallowed up of life. This 
heavy log, though sown a natural, shall rise a 
spiritual body, swifter than the light, to follow the 
Lamb whithersoever he goes. Even this vile body 
shall (in the great morning of the resurrection) 
come gloriouBlj forth, a^ a oridegroom out of his 
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chamber : and (like the trees new apparelled in the 
spring), shall be more orient and beautiful of itself 
taan all the robes and jewels in the world can now 
make it : it shall shine as the stars in the firma- 
menty yea, above the brightness of the meridian 
sun. Is then my body now reduced to hardships ? 
be it so ; I do not expect my rest in this^orld ; 
but I look for it in the world to come. In the 
mean time, I must not think it strange to be tossed 
on tempestuous waves, till I arrive at the haven, 
where I would be. Am I tempted to excesses, or 
any lusts of the flesh ? I will not surfeit on the 
meat that perishes ; nor sink the vessel that is car- 
rymg me over to the land of promise. I do not so 
hate^thee, my own flesh : but desire thee to keep 
thy appetite for entertainments infinitely better; 
seeing that I believe the resurrection of the body, 

AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING. AMEN,^^.^ — 

This is the centre of piur desires, and the crown" of 
our joys i.the.f'^aft of our whole religion ; and the 
height of all perfection. That which eases all our 
labours, and makes our heaviest troubles to be of 
little or no account. Wretched reUef is the hea- 
then's antidote against the dread of death ; only to 
think, that die we must. But Christians have a 
consolation strong indeed ; that, after death we shall 
live for ever. Ova present lives are (for the most 
part) spent in providing a support for the body. 
And, though God has graciously made it pleasant 
to repair the decays of our nature, yet he would 
not have us mistake that poor pleasure for our hea- 
ven : the soul that knows itself, is rather weary of 
this attendance on the corruptible flesh ; and as- 
pires after that state, where the body «kiVL l^^^^of^ 
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Weariness, and suffer no decays; where shall be 
nothing Vexatious or troublesome ; nothing to httl- 
der or abate th6 perfection of our bliss. Evety 
feculty of the soul shall there imbibe that fdlness of 
satisfaction which so long it had sought, but n6ver 
fouM before. And neither shall the body Want an 
agreeable entertainment for its feast and solace. 
But it is not for a human tongue. to utter what no 
eye has eVer seen, no i^ar has ever heard. It is 
enough to know, that the blessedness Of heaven Is 
above our knowledge ; being a life sweetened with 
goodness no less than divine, and meastlred with a 
duration no shorter than eternity. 

All this I believe. And more than all this I be- 
lieve, in believing the life everlasting. My life id 
hid with Christ in God : and the life, whicft I now 
live, I live by the faith of the Son of Gk)d, who Idved 
me, and gave himself for me. And when Christ 

pear with him in glory^ o '?*.-5^ ^i^i^* 
life of heaven; and hereafter I sKttTifeVat.b'^* 
its end. While I am here alive, may I so dietothe 
flesh, and to the world, that when I dejf art ftom 
hence, I may live to God with Chnst ; winch la the 
life incomparably best of all. Amen. Ami*i. 
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